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Propaganda & Henry and Irving 
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Lights, Tower, Action Package! 


Let the 5 Calgary Downtown Suites help you 
runaway from the everyday! We will take you 
ona weekend escape to the Calgary Tower and 
see the city like you have never seen it before! 


‘ 
f This package includes; 
| 1 Night’s Accomodation 
2 Adult tickets to the Calgary Tower 
f 1 in-house Movie with refreshments (pop & popcorn) 
F Free parking at the hotel 
Access to ALL of the hotel's amenities 


a fashion show silent auction fundraiser: 
tor theatre network 


*Some terms and conditions apply. 


ALL FOR $149.00 plus taxes” 


tix avallable at the Theatre Network - Live at the Roxy | 
10708 124 Street 453.2440 www. theatrenetwork .ca 
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Pre-Apprenticeship Training | 


yseyourines i ele | Drywall Installers 
poe At ‘3 & Tile/Flooring Installers 
au eTrex Wnere NS: Start your career 
sg OFFICE in the construction industry! 
a Bi Be trained and ready to work 
in less than 5 months 
* Resumé & Cover Letter Writing ; Let us show you how! 
+ Career Planning ne 
» Workplace Health & Safety a ' No Tuition 
_ ¢ Interviews Skills 
* Job Search & Maintenance Skills , a | 
10172 - 108 Street Abeta a works ; 
780.415.4968 : 
www.youthconnections.gov.ab.ca Call the Bredin Institute | 
www.bredin.ab.ca 780.425.3730 | 
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Here’s your abareaty” 
to save lives, 


Edmonton 
Donor Clinic 
8249 - 114 Street 
Monday - Friday 
8:30 am - 1:30 pm 
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm 


Saturday 
8:30 am - 2:30 pm 


Book your life 
Saving appointment 
today! 


EATING LOCALLY, EATING GREEN / 13 


“| think a lot of people have realized over 
the last 10 to 20 years that People have 
been consuming and not paying attention 
to food safety and quality and how agricul- 
ture works. People are starting to realize 
they're missing part of the picture. A lot of 
that is about the feeling, ‘How do | feel 
when | consume food?” —Sven Anders, 
professor of rural economy at the U of A, on 
the growing local food movement 


KAREN REFUGEES / 7 

“The camp is very restricted. People in the 
refugee camp cannot go out inside 
Thailand, inside the nearest town. If 
they're caught going into Thailand in the 
city, they will be arrested and thrown into 
jail or else have a fine to pay. There's no 
freedom in camp. If there was freedom in 
the camp, | wouldn't be here today.” 
—Mu Gha, Karen refugee from Burma, on 
the hardship of refugee camps 
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“We were worried about that, but the 
audience seems to be liking it. Nobody's 
yelling out old favourites like ‘Stairway to 
Heaven’ or anything.” —Kid in the Hall 
Kevin McDonald, on doing new material 
for their reunion tour 


ty olie 
Cr ill 


2 Locations 
33495 Calgary Cran & 
10104 - 109 Street 


SINGE 900 4.d. 


GHOST BEES / 54 MacEwan 


“There were many times when it wasn't 
working; it felt hopeless. We were learn- 
ing the ropes: how to play shows and 
Music, how to write songs. It wasn't inten- 
tional, but we went through many styles 
before these songs emerged.” —Romy 
Lightman, musician, on the creation of 
Ghost Bees’ debut album. 


Bachelor of Child 
and Youth Care 


Prepare for a rewarding career 

helping at-risk youth and their 

families manage emotional and 
behavioural problems 


With diploma and degree options, 
full-time or part-time studies, you 
can choose your own path - and 
reach your full potential. 


INFORMATION SESSION 


Wednesday, May 21%, 6:30 pm 
Room 233, South Campus 
(7319 - 29 Avenue) 


Call 497-4646 or 
* visit www.MacEwan.ca/cyc 
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| range bedfellows indeed 


HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
_ Uere’s an old idiom which says that politics makes strange bedfellows, a tru- 
| ism which has been driven home by the recent hue and cry raised by mus- 
_L  ings:last week by Premier Ed Stelmach that he is considering introducing 
slation in the fall to regulate third-party spending during provincial elections. 

And so it was that both the Edmonton Journal's resident ideologue Lorne 
nter and the Alberta Federation of Labour's Gil McGowan were reading 

m thesame playbook as former president of the National Citizen's Coalition 

-phen:Harper, in saying such a move would be an affront to democracy. 

3telmach’s new-found interest in third-party spending is, of course, a self- 

hing move in response to the recent provincial election's not-entirely suc- 
ssful $2.2-million Albertans for Change ad campaign, but that impetus 

_ 2sn’t change the fact that spending limits are fundamentally a good idea, 

' The constitutionality of such limits was upheld by the Supreme Court in 2004 
owing years of legal challenges by current Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
‘en he was at the helm of the right-wing National Citizen’s Coalition. Provi- 
_nsvat the federal level limit third-party spending to $3000 in each riding and 
30 000 nationally, and require groups to disclose all contributions over $200. 
The decision was hailed by progressive groups from the Council of Canadians to 

| »National Union of Public and General Employees to Democracy Watch, who all 

reed that spending limits promote fair democratic debate by levelling the playing 
\d. A Democracy Watch op-ed at the time summed it up by saying, “ ... the princi- 
of ‘one person, one vote’ cannot be upheld when wealthy special interests are 
awed to use their money to skew the democratic process.” 
While rules around spending in Alberta elections clearly need to go further 
include caps on how much parties can spend and eliminate all corporate 
d union donations to parties—moves the NDP made a centerpiece of their 
mpaign—any steps in the province to rein in our wild-west electoral process 
ould be welcomed. Care should, of course, be taken to ensure that the limits 
¢ reasonable in that they still allow third-party groups to participate in the 
bate on issues while precluding any one group from dominating discussions 
nply by virtue of having greater resources. 

What it comes down to is relatively simple: the only groups who are 

yposed to limits on third-party spending are the ones rich enough to be in a 

»sition to spend more. v 
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=|LETTERS 


WRIGHT WRONG ON TBTN, PT 2 


When | read J Wright's response (“Take 
back’ claims about men,” Letters, Apr 17 
- Apr 23, 2008) to Shannon Phillips’ arti- 
cle on the Take Back the Night march, | 
was shocked and disgusted. What gives 
J Wright the nerve to tell women that 
our struggle for equality and safety is 
incorrect and outdated? How does he 
know that we no longer live in constant 
and legitimate fear of patriarchal vio- 
lence (in its many, many forms)? What 
gives him the gall to say that by partici- 
pating in the Take Back the Night march, 
we are “contributing to a culture that 
stereotypes men?” 

The fact is men are still pulling this 
shit, as many, many women will tell you. 
When a young, lone girl runs up to me 
while | walk home and tells me she’s 
being followed by a man in car—that's 
a reason to take back the night. How 
about riding the bus and looking over to 
see that a man is masturbating in my 
full view? Or how about my entire all- 
female gymnastics team being sexually 
abused by our coach? There's a reason 
to take back the whole friggin’ day. How 
dare Wright suggest that we should 
blame ourselves for this violence? 

Take Back the Night marches are not 
irrelevant or outdated, but are in fact a 


VUEPOINT 


part of the healing process. We must 
support each other through our strug- 
gles with sexual violence, and educate 
others (including men) on what is and 
isn't acceptable. What J Wright has 
Stated is certainly notacceptable. 

ASHLEY DAWN DECOOK 


TREWS DAT! 


| am a Canadian first and an Armed 
Forces member next. There is no reason 
in the world to have to listen to an Amer- 
ican tell you you're wrong about the truth 
about guns ("The Trews are home in 
Canada and back out of the New York 
groove,” Apr 17 - Apr 23, 2008). | have 
the Trews CD, and "Gun Control” is one 
of the best songs | have ever heard. 

| just want to pass along to the Trews 
that you know you're hitting a nerve 
when people are harpin’ on you about 
what you do because you know you're 
being heard and that your message is 
clear. Keep bangin’ out tunes like that 
and a world stage won't be far. Awe- 
some CD, boys! 
CPL BRUCE J6 


YOU WANT IT, CHINA STUDY'S GOT IT 


| recently read the article ("One more for 
the veggies,” May 1 - May 7, 2008) in 
which Connie Howard claims that eating 
meat can be healthy and being a vegetar- 
ian can be unhealthy. While strictly 
speaking it's true that some vegetarian 
foods are unhealthy, the fact is that eat- 
ing meat is unnecessary for good health 


and often extremely harmful. On the 
other hand, there are plenty of vegetari- 
an foods available to suit any human 
nutritional needs, even for people with 
soy or gluten allergies. 

You asked someone to send you a 
scientific study that shows that meai 
eating, without antibiotics and hor- 
mones added, is harmful to human 
health. “The China Study” was the 
largest, most comprehensive scientific 
nutritional study ever done and the 
results were conclusive: the optima! 
amount of animal protein required for 
human health is zero! You can find it at 
thechinastudy.com. 

MATT RICE 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader response 
whether critical or complimentary. Send 
your opinion by mail NueWeekly, 10303 
- 108 Street, Edmonton AB T5J 117), by 
fax (780.426.2889) or by email (/et- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference 's 
given to feedback about articles in ue 
Weekly. We reserve the right to edit for 
length and clarity. 


The article “Will a ban or tax solve the 
plastic bag problem?” in last weeks Vue 
incorrectly stated that Lush has placed 
a fee on plastic bags. Lush has never 
offered plastic bags to customers, 
instead offering paper or reusable bags. 
Both Edmonton stores are now collect- 
ing signatures on a petition supporting 
a levy or ban on plastic bags. 


lision with the 
‘month. The 
Il from which 


tary government to allow foreign aid 

and relief workers in to help manage 
a disaster it is ill-equipped to respond 
to on its own. 

For the ethnic minorities and pro- 
democracy groups that have been 
fighting decades-long battles with the 
central government, the crisis is just 
the latest in a long string of injustices 
suffered since the country’s independ- 
ence over half a century ago. 

Saw Kaneh, 39, was one of the 
demonstrators who gathered outside 
the Legislature in Edmonton last Sep- 
tember to speak out against the mili- 
tary regime's brutal attacks on 
protesters agitating for political 
change within Burma. Like many in 
the growing Burmese community in 
Edmonton, he does not identify with 
the majority ethnicity in Burma (also 
known as Myanmar). He originally 
hails from Karen State in southern 
Burma, as do almost all of the Karen 
people now immigrating here from 
two refugee camps in northern Thai- 
land, where some had lived for 
decades. Today, they represent a sub- 
stantial and growing community in 
our City. 

Karen State—one of the areas hit 
hardest by the recent cyclone—has 
been the site of fierce conflict with the 
Burmese central government since 
the late-1940s. The humanitarian cri- 
sis created by that conflict has pushed 
hundreds of thousands of people 
across the border to Thailand to 
escape the violence. 

“For my life, | have a very long 
story, very complicated too. I got 
arrested by the Thai police two 
umes," Saw Kaneh laughed as he 
explained his journey over a cup of 
black tea. “For illegal immigration—1 
tried to help one of the, like, new 
arrivals.” 

For many years, he was active with 
an organization he helped start up in 
Bangkok, connecting Karen people 
who had left the refugee camps and 
finding them a place to stay, jobs and 
medical care in Thailand. 

“Before, you can’t find a place to 


of the most 
ecipe for living and learning. Visit us at www.viu.ca/ 


sleep in Bangkok, you know? For 
Burmese, Karen, any like that—you 
are new, right? You can't find a job 
too, you don’t know how to speak. 
We connect with Thai intelligence 
too, they protect us. Because you 
know we are illegal immigrants, 
right? Thai police can come to arrest 
you anytime. They want to get some 
information from Burma too. You 
have to give and take, right? But for 
me, we don't give them very much,” 
he added, laughing. 


government's cyclone response 


SINCE IMMIGRATING to Edmonton a 


few years ago, Saw Kaneh has kept 
up his involvement with Burmese 
refugees in Thailand from a distance 
as best he can. But now he’s also 
among the members of the Karen 
community here in Edmonton helping 
newcomers to the city adapt to life in 
the great white north. 

In response to the call from the 
United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees for countries to accept 
Karen refugees from the increasingly 
unsafe Mae La Oon and Mae Ra Ma 
Luang camps in Thailand, Canada 
agreed to resettle over 2500 Karen, 
beginning in 2006. Around 200 of 
those people have come to make their 
home in Edmonton. 

Yvonne Chiu works with the Multi- 


to different people, but for most of us on Vancouver Island it simply means quality time. And quality is 
inary Institute of Vancouver Island at VIU in Nanaimo, BC. Quality faculty. Quality programs. 
discover that Island Time also means time to enjoy what an Island education has to offer. 

pristine outdoor environments in Canada, you'll find that to study here is to play here. In fact, we may 

culinary and discover what an’ Island edugation 


eT eo SmuUd ID Wipva's 1 


| FRONT 


cultural Health Brokers’ Co-operative, 
one of the many local organizations 
providing support to the new arrivals 
During a break at one of the packed 
monthly meetings held at the Edmon 
ton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers 
to touch base with the new Karen 
community and guide them through 
the settlement process, she said they 
are determined to “get it right this 
time” with such a large, close-knit 
group of immigrants arriving at the 
same time. 

Catholic Social Services does “ini 
tial settlement,” she explained: con- 
necting people with education, 
housing, and basic health care. The 
Mennonite Centre provides support 
for more of the fun stuff, like sports, 
after the first year. Chiu’s organiza 


wt 
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just the latest crisi: 


tion, she concluded, helps with sett 
up workshops for employment adv 
and providing health care suppc 
including workshops about parent 
in Canada for those with youngster: 

In front of the room again, Cl | 
started fielding ideas from everyc | 
about things they'd like to.do toget! 
as a community. "Before we lea 
today,” she offered, “I'd like everybc 
to experience democracy.” 


THE REGION that lies within the bi 


ders of Burma today has long been 
ethnically diverse part of Asia, t 
crossroads and heart of ma 
empires. Between eight and 15 mi 
ethnic groups, including the major 
Burmans after whom the coun! 
takes its name, are currently rece 
nized 
That history is important, beaay || 
the Karen are just one of the) ma || 
minority groups in Burma who:sta || 
ed resisting the central governme |} 
almost immediately after indepen 
ence from the British in 1948. Te 
sions between the diverse peopl 
who make up Burmese socie 
aren't just a product of the politic 
climate since the student-led wa 
of protests in 1988 and Aung Si | 
Suu Kyi's rise to prominence as | 
resistance figure, but have roots 
the events of the British coloni!) 


period, and, some might argue, ¢| 
the way back to the history of ul 
kingdoms that rose and fell lor 
before the colonial era 


Mu Gha is an older woman who: 
family spent more than 20 years livir 
in the Mae Ra Ma Luang camp. Lil 
nearby Mae |.a Oon, it was created 
response to growing violenc 
between the Burmese governme 
and opposition groups representir 
ethnic minorities, like the Kare 
National Union 

“(The camp] is built kind of in a va 
ley, you see the mountains on side 
and then a tunnel, and then there’s 
little plain,” Mu Gha describe 
through an interpreter, sitting at horr 
in front of the small tableful of grape 
and cookies customarily laid out {¢ 
guests. “They build houses along th 
river. The camp is very restrictec 
People in the refugee camp cannot ¢ 
out inside Thailand, inside the neare:| 
town. If they're caught going int 
Thailand in the city, they will b} 
arrested and thrown into jail or els} 
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FANTHA POWER / samantha@vueweekly,com 

new study by the Canadian 

A cette for Policy Alternatives 

says the $15 billion in corpo- 

e tax cuts planned by the federal 

nservatives in the recent budget 

il only help the wealthy, with the 
n’s share of the benefits going to 

lustries and regions already post- 
billion dollar profits. 

‘Picking Winners: The Distorting 
ects of Federal Corporate Tax Cuts,” 
itten by economist Jim Stanford, 
2aks down the impacts of the cuts, 
ich will see corporate income tax 
‘es drop by almost a third by 2012, 
monstrating they will disproportion- 
ely benefit oil companies, the 
jance sector and mining, with little 
mefit going to industries such as 
anufacturing and forestry. 

Finance minister Jim Flaherty is 
famant the corporate tax cuts will 
ate an even playing field for 
ovinces and industry, but Stanford, 
ho is also an economist with the 
inadian Auto Workers, says that 
| ith current profits to the oil and gas 

) dustry being 17 times higher per 

| orker than the Canadian economy 
#a whole last quarter, the federal 
| 2vernment is clearly picking winners. 
“Corporate tax cuts only benefit 
Ose companies already making a 

‘ofit,” says Stanford. The report 

ates that the cuts will provide three 
| mes the per capita benefit to oil- 
| roducing provinces like Alberta 
| ompared to the rest of Canada. 

Stanford worries that current eco- 
| omic inequalities between regions 
| nd across industrial sectors will 
| nly be exacerbated by the cuts 
Chere will soon be only three ‘have’ 
rovinces,” he says. 

The study also points out that 
icreased investment in the oil econo- 
iy, already benefiting from high inter- 
ational prices, will hasten changes in 
1e face of the “have” provinces: Alber- 
a, Saskatchewan and Newfoundland 
rill increasingly be the winners, with 
truggling Ontario and British Colum- 
ia falling further behind. 

And that, says Stanford, will have 
npacts on Canadian unity. He points 
9 the contradiction of having an 
qualization payment system when 
he corporate tax cuts effectively 
emove any redistributive benefit. 

“The cuts are essentially equaliza- 
ion in reverse,” Stanford argues 
We have a $15 billion program in 

lace to help the ‘have not’ 
wrovinces, but then we have this $15 
villion tax cut to give breaks to the 


1ed tax cuts 


the wealthy 


2 TAX CUTS 


‘have’ provinces.” 


NEW DEMOCRAT finance critic Thomas 
Mulcair says the Conservative govern- 
ment is using the floundering manu- 
facturing sector as an excuse to 
implement corporate tax cuts, which 
is normally a policy used to stimulate 
economic activity. But instead of ben- 
efiting the manufacturing industry, the 
cuts will only augment the billion-dol- 
lar profits posted by oil companies, 
which Mulcair believes will lead to 
greater economic instability and 
regional inequality in the country. 

“By putting all their eggs in the tar 
sands basket, they're ensuring a high 
Canadian dollar, which guarantees 
losses to the Canadian manufactur- 
ing industry as Canadian exports 
become impossible,” he says. 

Mulcair is also worried about the 
loss of over $15 billion a year in gov- 
ernment revenue at a time when he 
says Canada needs to be investing in 
the future. 

“This government's view is Ameri- 
can in nature, where we take now 
and don’t worry about the future. We 
should be looking to models such as 
Norway, which puts their money 
away for future investment.” 

Mulcair adds that not only are we 
failing to invest in the future, we're 
compounding the problem by 
encouraging investing in unsustain- 
able industries. 

“Investment in the tar sands is not 
sustainable, not just on an environ- 
mental model but with the social and 
economic implications. For sustain- 
able environmental policies we 
should be looking at user-pay mod- 
els and internal environmental 
investment by industry.” 

Stanford's research also points to 
a “sluggish research and develop- 
ment field,” in which corporations 
aren’t reinvesting their current high 
profit margins, so tax cuts meant to 
stimulate growth and investment will 
simply be socked away due to rising 
fears of a recession. 

Mulcair and Stanford agree that if 
the government wanted to target 
reinvestment there are much more 
effective ways to do so. 

“Credit for new technology, invest- 
ment tax credits for research, and 
direct investment in public infra- 
structure: you can target the value 
more directly,” Stanford argues. v 


Bill to limit natural health products 
worries practi tioners and patients 


WELL, WELL 


COWNIE HOWARD 
health@vueweekly.com 


HEALTH 


Bill C-51, the proposed amendment to the 
Food and Drug Act ostensibly designed to 
protect us from unsafe health products, is 
causing more than a little anxiety among 
users of natural health products. But it’s 
not, Tony Clement tells us, intended to 
wipe out the natural health products indus- 
try. Ninety-nine percent of natural health 
products are excellent products he says, 
and the bill, which makes rigorous assess- 
ment of health products and enforcement 
of recalls possible, is designed to weed 
out only a few bad apples. 

Which all sounds good {as it's intend- 
ed to), so what's the problem? One of the 
problems is the discrepancy between 
those assertions and the fact that over 
half of approval applications for natural 
health products in recent years have 
been rejected. The other is that the bill's 
wording appears to confer on the govern- 
ment the freedom to embrace regulations 
set out by food and drug safety agencies 
as Canadian law without Parliamentary 
review or public discussion. 

Not only would that be profoundly 
incompatible with a free and democratic 
society, the regulations relevant so far 
haven't exactly been friendly toward 
natural health products in recent years. 

Health Canada assures us they won't 
be adopting the natural health products 
guidelines of Codex—the UN food safety 
regulatory agency—but Canada is a sig- 
natory of Codex, and their regulations are 
supposed to be in effect by 2009, so I'm 
not sure how we'll get around that. But 
whatever the guidelines that will become 
Canadian law, they've been causing 
some major problems for those in the 
natural health products industry already, 
problems that with heavy enforcement of 
growing lists of unapproved products are 
about to become much bigger. 

| suppose C-51 should come as no sur- 
prise. Clement is, after all, quite cozy 
with Big Pharma, and the court's ruling a 
few years ago against Health Canada’s 
seizure of Truehope vitamin and mineral 
products was a bit of an inconvenience 
for them. It would've all been so much 
easier to erase the little company giving 
so many Canadians seriously significant 
relief from their bipolar and depressive 
disorders had they had the law in their 
court on the issue of these “unapproved” 
vitamin and mineral supplements 

But incidences of harm caused by 
natural health products are statistically 


pretty insignificant, less than one in 
100 000 by some measures, and 
extremely rare even by the numbers of 
the Fraser Institute. As acupuncturist 
Andrea House says, “Health Canada 
already strictly regulates the import of 
Chinese herbs into this country. What 
about that wasn't working? The Chinese 
have been cultivating, studying and 
using herbs for over 3000 years. How 
much more thoroughly can efficacy and 
safety be tested?” 

The problem is that to subject herbs 
claiming therapeutic properties to the 
kind of rigorous assessment appropriate 
for pharmaceuticals makes as much 
sense as banning the import of peanuts 
because someone might inadvertently 
bring peanut-containing food for the soc- 
cer snack, or as banning tanning salons 
because some are prone to frying their 
skin year-round. It's over the top. Because 
the bottom line on herbs is that they're 
already being regulated, and they are 
statistically, despite the extremely rare 
instance of carelessness slipping through 
the cracks, extraordinarily safe. 


THAT'S BECAUSE natural health products 
are, though physiologically active, not 
drugs. Most have a very, very long history 
of safe use, and to subject them to an 
expensive approval process Is not only 
unnecessary, but given our patent laws 
and the uneven playing field, also unreal- 
istic. Drug companies see their clinical 
research investment dollars returned 
many times over once they have a patent 
in their back pocket, while those deliver- 
ing natural health products, most of 
which aren't patentable, simply can’t 
afford the level of research investment 
necessary to clear those approval bars. 

It would be a tragedy to have herbalists 
stripped of their best tools, and to have 
thousands of Canadians who gratefully 
rely on these products to manage chronic 
health conditions left with no choice but 
to resort to pharmaceuticals with infinitely 
higher risks and side-effect profiles. 

Pharmaceuticals, even properly used, 
are the fourth leading cause of death in 
the US, causing over 100 000 deaths 


Mutiern 


there each year (according to the Jour. 
nal of the American Medical Associa- 
ton), even with expensive testing and 
regulation. Yet drugs on Clement's 
watch are being approved faster than 
ever, while natural health products are 
being denied faster than ever. And with 
the passing of Bill C-51 into law, the 
sale and use of unapproved products 
would become criminal offenses, and 
harshly punishable. 

All of this is understandably making a 
lot of us a little nervous, and a little 
angry. Herbal practitioners are worried 
about their ability to practice, and about 
the clients that depend on them. 

“Certain conditions and scenarios 
indicate the use of acupuncture and Chi- 
nese herbs together. Fertility, eczema 
kidney disease ... how am | supposed to 
practice if all the effective herbs are 
taken away and | am left with 
Chamomile tea to prescribe? It’s insult- 
ing,” House says. 

We in the West are the most medicat 
ed people in the world, and it's no coinci 
dence that while prescription drug sales 
in the US tripled between 1980 and 
2000, US life expectancy dropped from a 
decent ranking of 11th place to 42nd 
And though there are of course many fac- 
tors at work, excessive reliance on phar- 
maceuticals is clearly both a reflection of 
and a cause of declining health. 

Insisting on good manufacturing prac 
tice and purity of natural health prod- 
ucts, and reviewing a product's history 
for evidence of harm is of course impor- 
tant (and already being done), but given 
the likelihood that Bill C-51 would seri 
ously hamstring herbalists and naturo- 
pathic doctors and transform an entire 
natural healthcare system into a ghost 
of its former self despite reassurances 
to the contrary, active opposition to the 
bill is entirely understandable. With 
health care costs already out of control 
and projected to reach $48 billion by 
2025, with prevention for many within 
reach through natural health products, 

and with our freedom to determine our 
health options at stake, the bill, from 
where | sit, should be stopped. w 
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Bill C-484 poses major threat to 
abortion rights, women’s rights 


JOYCE ARTHUR / arce-edac.ca 

in March, a new law that gives fetuses 
egal personhood passed second reading 
in the House of Commons.-This bill 
threatens both abortion rights and the 
rights of women ingeneral. — : 

Bill C-484, the “Unborn Victims of Crime 
Act,” creates 2 separate offence for injur- 
ing or Killing a fetus when a pregnant 
woman is attacked. The language of the 
bill is unprecedented, basically transform- 
ing fetuses and embryos into persons with 
rights. The bill has a clause that specifical- 
ly negates the Criminal Code definition of 
“human being.” Currently, a child becomes 
a human being when it has exited the birth 
canal alive, but Bill C-484 says this defini- 
tion is not a defence for injuring or killing a 
fetus. in other words, the fetus is a human 
being under Bill C-484. 

The bill does contain an exemption for 
“lawful” abortion, and exempts pregnant 
women themselves from prosecution for 
harming their fetuses. However, the bill 
sets a very dangerous precedent because it 
can be used as authority to give more 
rights to fetuses in new contexts. For 
example, legislators can cite the act to jus- 
tify re-criminalizing abortion. Judges could 
interpret other laws meant for protecting 
children to compel pregnant women to 
meet @ standard of care for their fetuses. 

So-called “fetal homicide” laws in the 
United States have been used primarily to 
target pregnant women—not third parties 
as the laws intended. Hundreds of Ameri- 
can women have been arrested under fetal 
homicide laws, or under child endanger- 
ment laws that cite a fetal homicide law as 
authority. Most of these women are poor 
minority women, and have drug or alcohol 
abuse problems. But some women have 
also been charged with murder after suf- 
fering a stillbirth, in one case after not fol- 
lowing @ doctor's recommendation to have 
a Caesarean section.ts this the road we 
want to go down in Canada? 

Bill C-484 conflicts not only with the 
Criminal Code definition of human being, but 
with important legal precedents. The 
Supreme Court of Canada has decisively 
ruled in several cases that fetuses are not 
legal persons, and a woman and her fetus 
are “physically one.” We cannot compro- 
mis@ women’s established constitutional 
rights in order to give rights to fetuses. Cre- 
ating a legal separation between a pregnant 
woman and her fetus has tragic and punitive 
results. For example, pregnant women in the 
US will forego pre-natal care completely if 
they fear arrest for drug abuse. 


WE ALL WANT to protect pregnant 
women from violence, but this bill is the 
wrong tool, and unnecessary. Judges 
already have the discretion to apply harsh- 
& penalties in these cases, and they have 
Gone so. But what's really needed are sub- 
Stantive Measures to prevent domestic vio- 
lence, including more Supports for abused 
‘omen, more public education and better 
enforcement of existing criminal laws 
against violence. We need a range of 
®quality-advancing programs and policies 


that would help women leave abusive 
relationships, such as measures to reduce 
poverty, racism and economic inequality, 
as well as a childcare program. But these 
are all the things that the Harper govern- 
Ment is not doing, or has reduced or taken 
away outright. 

Prime Minister Harper promised that a 
Conservative government would not legis- 
late on abortion, but this is exactly what is 
happening, not just with Bill C-484, but 
with two other Conservative private mem- 
ber bills introduced last fall. Bill C-338 
would re-criminalize abortion by prohibiting 
abortions after 20 weeks gestation. Bill C- 
537 would quarantee the “right” of medical 
personnel to refuse to provide medical care 
for religious reasons, which would mostly 
restrict women’s ability to access contra- 
ception and abortion care. 

Bill C-484 is a radical bill because it 
positions the fetus as a woman's co- 
equal. By focussing on fetuses, not 
injured pregnant women, the bill is offen- 
Sive to the full humanity of all women, 
Not just pregnant women. The not-so-hid- 
den agenda of the bill is to recognize the 
“tights of the unborn” so that abortion 
can be restricted in the future. Indeed, 
fetal personhood is a long-standing 
objective of the anti-abortion movement. 

Only about 20 organizations across Cana- 
da officially support Bill C-484, and every 
last one of them is right-wing, religious 
and/or anti-abortion. Not a single main- 
stream women’s group supports the bill. But 
the 100 groups opposing the bill so far are 
diverse: they include anti-violence groups, 
women’s shelters, medical organizations, 
legal associations, drug policy groups, 
labour unions, anti-racist groups and a broad 
range of women’s groups. None of these 
groups were even consulted on the bill 
before it was introduced by a Conservative, 
anti-abortion MP. They oppose the bill now 
because they know it won't work to reduce 
violence against women. They already. know 
that the best way to protect fetuses is to 
guarantee the rights and safety of pregnant 
women, because when a pregnant woman 
is safe, so is her fetus. w 


Joyce Arthur is coordinator of the Abor- 
tion Rights Coalition of Canada. 
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recent Statistics Canada sur- 
Az showing that Edmonton is 

the most car-addicted city in 
the country is just one more indica- 
tion that Edmonton's car-sharing pro- 
gram needs to start growing. 

The Carsharing Co-operative of 
Edmonton has plans to expand its cur- 
rent fleet of one car—a 1999 Toyota 
Tercel the group has used since it was 
founded in 2000—to two vehicles this 
year, adding a car based in the Oliver 
area, where they are looking for more 
volunteers to help branch out the 
service. 

Car-sharing organizations, in 
which members share the use of a 
vehicle and only pay for the amount 
they use it, have been gaining popu- 
larity in North America in recent 
years. There are now car-sharing 
groups in 15 cities across Canada, 
from major urban centres like Van- 
couver and Montréal to smaller 
municipalities like Nelson, BC and 
Kitchener, Ontario. 

While some cities boast member- 
ships in the thousands, Edmonton’s 
program has had a harder time 
expanding 

According to Myles Kitagawa, the 
secretary and one of eight users of the 
co-op’s vehicle, the biggest roadblock 
(pun intended) to evolving the co-op 
to its fullest potential in the city is the 
fact that they can’t currently afford to 
fund a position that would coordinate 
the program 
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“We all have day jobs but this could 
easily become somebody's day job,” 
says Kitagawa. “We know it works 
and we've proven to ourselves that 
it’s more economical.” 

At the beginning of the year, Statis- 
tics Canada released a report that 
showed Edmonton as the most car- 
dependent city in Canada, with 77 per 
cent of residents dependent on vehi- 
cles. Kitagawa says that the co-op is 
an option for people who feel they 
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can’t make it in the city without 
access to a Car. 

“Our program is a supplemental 
mobility program,” Kitagawa says. 
“We want to provide another trans- 
portation option that makes sense 
economically and environmentally.” 

Like its Edmonton counterpart, the 
Calgary Alternative Transportation 
Co-operative (CATCO) started with 
one vehicle but has since grown toa 
fleet of eight, with a full-time staff 
member overseeing the organization. 

The person currently in the position 
is coordinator Cody Torgerson, whose 
salary is paid for by grant money, 
fundraising and donations from Cal- 
gary businesses, which include a 
parking spot and even one of the 
group's vehicles. 

“Grant money definitely allows you 
to dedicate that time to make sure it 
keeps going,” Torgerson says. 

Calgary, which was ranked second 
as the country’s most auto-addicted 
city with 75 per cent, has a member- 
ship of about 180 in its program and 
it’s growing to the point where CATCO 
is almost self-sufficient. 

Kitagawa says that grant money 
originally got their program started but 
it takes time to apply for grants and to 
administer them, which is just another 
reason why the Edmonton co-op needs 
someone like Torgerson who is able to 
make it at least their part-time job. 

He hopes that a group or individual 
will see the need and the economic 
potential of this program. 

“It’s just an untapped opportunity,” 
he says, taking a sip of his tea, "It's an 
opportunity that’s waiting for some- 
one to respond to.” 


WHEN CLAYTON DICKSON moved to 


Edmonton in 2001, he had convinced 
himself that he needed to buy a vehi- 
cle. But after catching word about the 
program, he quickly joined and says 
he has reaped the benefits ever since 
“Even paying more to live near the 
university, I’m still saving money by 
not owning a vehicle,” says Dickson, 
an associate professor of psychology 
at the University of Alberta. “If you 
consider the depreciation of a vehicle, 
if you consider the cost of insurance 
and the gas, really, what you're pay- 
ing for is to park it most of the time 
and it doesn’t really make any sense.” 


Local car share needs someone to take the whee| 


Dickson says he also uses the LP 
the bus, his bike and rents a vehicle 
when he wants to venture out of the city 
since the co-op car is for city use only 

“Renting a car is so economica 
viable it’s crazy," he says 

During the year that Kitagawa a 
his wife used the co-op car the mo 
they paid less than $3000, a su 
which Kitagawa says means he sav 
thousands of dollars each year | 
always has access to a car if he ne« 
one to get to a destination. 

“Imagine some salesman com 
up to you and saying, ‘Look, | want \ 
sell you a machine. This machine 
going to cost you $27 000, plus $700! 
to $9000 a year in operating cos! 
you're going to use it, for two hour 
day [and] there are much more ec: 
nomical alternatives to it,’” Kitagaw 
says, shaking his head. “Most peop! 
wouldn't buy that machine.” 

With the car being driven abou 
10 000 kilometres a year betwe: 
eight people, the environmental foo 
print is substantially less than if « 
of those members were driving the! 
own vehicles. 

“It also forces people to use alle! 
nate means of transportation like (! 
public transit system,” Dickson sa 
“You don’t drive your car to the nei 
bourhood convenience store.” 

Both Kitagawa and Dickson adn 
that this program doesn’t make sen 
for everyone, but they feel th 
should be a transportation op! 
that’s available to Edmontonians 

“I think it’s just a matter of tin 
that the irrationality of private «4 
ownership is going to naturally dav 
on increasing numbers of peop|« 
Kitagawa says. 

To join, members must pay 4 
application fee of $25 and submi 
driver's abstract. If their drivin 
abstract is clear, there are one-lm 
setup costs of $55, which covers 2 ke 
and orientation. Members must ls 
buy $400 in shares in the co- 
which are sold back when the me" 
ber leaves. The only regular costs ° 
a $10 monthly fee that covers ins' 
ance and usage charges of $2.50 P' 
hour plus 40 cents for every kilome!! 
driven. For any questions regardi"! 
the program, email Myles Kitag@\ 
secretary of the Carsharing CO-OP ‘ 
Edmonton at mylesck@gmail.com. ¥ 
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smese regime is not to blame for the 
pe cyclone that struck the Irrawaddy 
delta and Rangoon early this month, killing 
up to 100 000 people. But it certainly will 
be to blame for the next wave of deaths if 
aid does not soon reach the survivors. 

A hundred years ago, the victims of 
such a catastrophe were on their own, 
but there are now well-established rou- 
tines for getting help in quickly from the 
outside. We saw them at work in the 
same region during the tsunami that 
killed at least twice as many people in 
2004. Nothing could be done for those 
who died in the first fury of the event, but 
relatively few died from disease, injuries, 
exposure ar sheer hunger or thirst in the 
days and weeks that followed. 

indonesia, Thailand, Sri Lanka and 
india, the nations worst hit by the 2004 
tsunami, are reasenably well-run coun- 
tries that were able to help their own 
stricken citizens, and they had no hesita- 
tion in welcoming international aid as 
well. Burma (which got off lightly in 2004) 
is very different. The question is: why? 

What sane government would block the 
entry of foreigners bringing exactly the kind 
of help that is needed—people whose pro- 
fessional lives are devoted to disaster 
reliei—when at least a tenth of the coun- 
iry’s people are living in the open, with lit- 
tle access to food or clean water? The 
short answer is that the generals who rule 
Burma are ill-educated, superstitious, fear- 
ful men whose first priority is protecting 
their power and their privileges. 

They almost lost both during the popu- 
lar demonstrations led by Buddhist monks 
last year, and they are terrified that let- 
ting large numbers of foreigners in now 
might somehow destabilize the situation 
ayain. They are sitting atop a volcano, 
and they know it. 

But that is not really a complete answer, 
for it begs the question: why has Burma 
fallen into the hands of people like that not 
just for a few years, but for four and a half 
decades? Thailand has the occasional 
Short-lived military coup, Indonesia had its 
problems with Sukamo and Suharto, and 
Cambodia had the horrors of Year Zero, but 
fo other country in the region has been 
Misgoverned so badly for so long. 

|t seems incredible now, when neigh- 
bouring Thailand has four times Burma's per 
Saplia income, that at independence in 1948 
Burma was the richest country in South-East 
Asia. With huge resources, a high literacy 
fate, and good infrastructure by the stan- 
dards of the time (due to the British empire's 
obsession with railways and irrigation proj- 
Gets), it seemed fated to succeed. Instead it 
has drifted Sleadily downwards, and is now 
the poorest country in the region. 

‘he problem is the army, obviously, 
but why is the army such a problem? Per. 
haps it is the legacy of the “Thirty Com- 
fades.” Rarely has such a small group of 
People dominated a whole country's his- 
for so long. 


THE THIRTY COMRADES were a group of 
Young Burmese students (with an average 
#6 of 24) who went abroad in early 1941 
10 seek military training so they could come 
home and launch a rebellion against British 


why is Burma like that? 


tule. Most of them were more or less com- 
Munist in orientation, and their original 
Intention was to get training from the Chi- 
nese Communists. However, by chance 
they fell in with the Japanese instead. 

They returned under the wing of the 
Japanese invaders at the end of the year as 
the “Burma Independence Army,” but 
Switched sides in 1944 when it became clear 
that the Japanese would lose the war. They 
combined the authoritarian traditions of the 
Imperial Japanese Army with the ruthless 
ideological certainty of militant Marxism, 
and they dominated the army of the new 
republic from its independence in 1948. 

It was this army, the nastiest behav- 
ioural stew imaginable, that seized power 
in 1962 and has ruled Burma ever since. 
The last of the Thirty Comrades, Ne Win, 
only retired in 1988, and continued to 
exercise great influence from behind the 
Scenes until only 10 years ago. 

Whatever ideology the army once had 
is long gone, and it has become so corrupt 
that Burma now ties with Somalia for last 
place on Transparency International's cor- 
Tuption index. The country exists merely to 
serve its armed forces, which have never 
shown any hesitation in shooting citizens 
who question their right to rule. 

Its commanders are fully aware that 
most Burmese hate their rulers, and fear 
that the presence of large number of for- 
eigners might serve as a spark for another 
popular uprising. Even if another million 
and a half lives depend on the rapid deliv- 
ery of emergency aid to the desperate sur- 
vivors in the delta, as Oxfam fears, the 
army will severely restrict the entry of for- 
eign aid personnel as long as it can resist 
the international pressure to let them in. 

Hundreds are probably dying each hour 
who could be saved if the food, shelter, water 
purification equipment and medical teams 
could pour in as they usually do after a disas- 
ter, but the army is half a million strong, so 
nobody is going to fight their way in. The 
Burmese, as usual, are on their own. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Jue Weekly. 
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-'We all need a friend there to laugh as we get killed by an ice-cream truck 


2 INFINITE LIVES 


infinitelives @vueweekly.com 


There's games and there's games, varia- 
'|tions and genres and hybrids and styles, 
_jand being only one man | have to do 
some serious sifting—almost triage—in 
| ordel Wd function as a games writer; 
'|nobody could possibly play everything, or 
even most things, and stay human. 
_ One-general rule that saves a lot of pre- 
cious life-hours, but leaves me a bit behind 
the times: | pretty much stay away from 
‘ online multiplayer. The time consideration 
_ is one reason, and the relentless weekly 
_ march of deadlines that keep me moving 


, ftom game to game without the luxury of 


' sticking around to develop competitive 
_ chops, that's another. 

But the rea/ reason | stay away from 
j ie gaming? Self-preservation; | know 


KAREN REFUGEES 


‘ FROM PAGE 7 


have a fine to pay. 
| “There's no freedom in camp. If 
, there was freedom in the camp, I 
t ck be here today.” 
Po Do Moo, 37, shares a home with 
Mu Gha and a few others from Mae Ra 
' Ma Luang. When she was a child, her 
family was forced to grow food for the 
Burmese army—four days a week for 
; the soldiers, one day for themselves. 
She and her brother were forced to 
serve as porters for the army ata 
_ young age—eventually leading to her 
brother's brutal beating death and leav- 
_ ing her with a heavy limp on one side. 
The strain of working brought an 
early end to both her mother and 
father’s life. Eventually, hearing that 
Mu Gha, an aunt, was living in a 
refugee camp across the border, she 
tried hard to seek her out and escaped 
' into Thailand at the age of 25. Now 
she’s made her way here to Canada 
along with the rest of their family. 
“I am so thankful to God that I'm 
' here. Comparing the two big deci- 
sions that | made in my life—one 
leaving the village and coming to the 
camp, it’s good. But the second deci- 
sion, leaving the camp to come to 
Canada, is the best. It’s the best deci- 
sion that I ever made in my life. 
Because in the refugee camp life is 
good, better than life in Burma, but 
it’s still tough. | still have to struggle, 
but now I’m in Canada, | don't have to 
worry about anything. It's like, just 
turn on the stove and the stove is on. 
Turn on the light ... I'm so happy, so 
thankful that now I'm in Canada,” she 
enthused. 
“No regrets. There is nothing 
behind.” 


THE 1990S saw the intensification of 
the Burmese government's severe 
anti-opposition policies, including a 
marked increase in its army perpetrat- 
ing atrocities against civilians in the 
border areas. Since then, forced 
labour andi relocation, appropriation 
of crops and land, rape and summary 
execitichayave confronted Karen 
cétnmiunities on a frequent basis. 


my weaknesses, and know that if an online 
game—a MMORPG, say—got its hooks 
into me I'd be screwed for a long while. 
Grand Theft Auto IV multiplayer, now 
... | try to tell myself it’s a different story, 
but | can feel those hooks working. The 
first barbs were driven in by good old- 
fashioned non-online multiplayer, launch 
week spent in Edmonton passing the con- 
troller back and forth with buddies, laugh- 
ing our asses off. Problem was, | didn’t 
get enough; returning to rural life, | 
craved me some un-alone G7A mayhem. 


“The situation in Burma is getting 
worse and worse,” said Po Do Moo. 
“Karen villagers, those who still live 
on the Burma side, they cannot live 
anymore. The Burmese soldiers will 
come and burn down houses, destroy 
everything in the village, so they have 
to leave their village and ... come to 
Canada with big expectations. But 
when they’re on the border, and going 
to cross the river to enter Thailand 
side, they are notallowed to ... Thai 
soldiers wouldn't allow them to cross 
borders, so it’s really tough for them 
right now. You're kind of stuck in the 
middle.” 

Po Do Moo, like many Karen, is a 
devout Christian. “My strength comes 
from God. That's the only way I can 
[go on]. I pray. Life on this earth is like 
a journey ... One day it will finish, and 
so, | will be happy,” she concluded, 
smiling. 

Saw Wah, 44, and his wife Eh Baw, 
43, have lived in Edmonton for over a 
year and are glad, despite the snow, to 
have immigrated to Canada. As some 
of the first from the camps to come to 
the city in 2006, they are now adjusting 
to living without direct help from Citi- 
zenship and Immigration Canada, 
which provides financial and educa- 
tional support, among other things, to 
newcomers for their first year in the 
country. They are, in many ways, the 
face of what's to come for the waves of 
Karen immigrants still to arrive. 

Sitting in their living room with all 
of their children (and a few nephews 
from down the block), Saw Wah and 
Eh Baw said they were most con- 
cerned about getting jobs once the 
CIC funding ran out. Eh Baw used to 
make delicately sewn traditional 
Karen clothing, but without the right 
materials, it's not something she 
thinks she'll be able to pass down to 
her children. Language, of course, is 
the biggest challenge for them here. 

Their daughter Hser Pweh and her 
brothers, though, spoke more opti- 
mistically about their own futures 
here in their new adopted home. “We 
go to school full-time, and work part- 
time," explained Hser Pweh simply. 
“Maybe if we speak English very well, 
we'll find a good job here." v 


And, hey, there's Niko’s cell phone, 
“Multiplayer” right there on the ersatz 
LCD. Beep, boop, beep... 

The first barrier to fun for the abso- 
newb: getting a satisfying game together. 
I'm playing on 360, here, and without the 
built-up Friends List that might have 
developed had | been going hard on 
Gears of War or whatever, and with only 
One personal friend owning an XBox and 
him without a Gold account, I’m starting 
from zero, drifting into whatever quick- 
Start game of the moment will have me. 
I've lucked into three or four battles 
royale, but mainly it’s been a lot of two- 
player showdowns, me and “666MAS- 
TAK1LLA666” going at it Enemy at the 
Gates-style across Middle Park. 

Second barrier: no mic. | mean, | have 
one—still in its package, too, ! think—but 
it's somewhere in some box in some closet 
or crawlspace. | tear through my “usual 
suspects” of unpacked cartons, and | come 
up with a few treasures—the ceramic 
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bear-claw ashtray | bought at the creepy 
headquarters of the Marijuana Party, an 
old Iron Man comic with a badass cover by 
Barry Windsor-Smith—but no headset. | 
am a mute warrior; | hear the gabbling of 
my enemies, their countless strange 
accents, but | make no reply. ; 


“MUTE WARRIOR" is gross over-roman- 
ticization; how about “target dummy?" | 
get my ass kicked all over the place. 
Blasted by rockets, sniped from blocks 
away, face-shotgunned, mown down by 
cars ... | haven't worked on my death- 
match chops since the Duke Nukem 3D 
days; my instincts are weak. The unin- 
telligible headsetters don’t even bother 
to exult—or insult—when they take 
their easy kills off me. Slowly, though, | 
sharpen up and start getting some 
sweet kills of my own in, get that little 
thrill of virtual badassery. The hooks dig 
a little deeper ... 

.. and then they stop, as if they'd been 


blocked by some kind of subderma} army, 1 
or—more realistically—bonkeg ie 
against bone. Playing GTA multiplayer =. 
its thrills, a hunter/hunted kind of adrena. 
line you never get from the single-player 
game's kamikaze cop Al, and the viscera) 
basics of GTA’s entertainment value (o, 
spectacular, cartoony, hilarious deaths) 2, 
very much abundant ... but after a couple 
of hours, playing alone against Strangers 
was pretty much bored as hell. 

The problem: no audience. !'ve bee, 
spoiled by all those hundreds of hours oj 
GTAS Ill, Vice City, San Andreas and nowy 
IV spent in the company of friends. |¢ 3 
dude nails me with a rocket launcher in 3 
forest and | fly four blocks, bounce off 3 
bridge railing and drop to the freeway 
where I'm run over by an ice-cream truck 
and there's nobody around to make 
sound, is it still entertaining? 

Kind of, but not enough. | feel like Bert 3 
the end of that “Hey there, lamp; that's 
nice shade!” sketch: it’s just not the same. v 
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ALYSSA NOEL / alyssa@vueweskly.com 
en Wetsch and Theresa Carey 
sit at a sturdy old picnic table 
under a tent enclosed by mos- 
quito netting. 

Behind them, perfect rows of 
onions are nestled in the dirt. The 
green stems peaking out are evidence 
of the pairs’ day of labour. Carey, a 
psychologist from neighbouring Gib- 
bons, and Wetsch, a junior high 
school science teacher from Edmon- 
ton, are two of over 40 families that 
make up the Community Supported 
Agriculture share program at Spar- 
row’s Nest Organics farm in Opal, 65 
km north of Edmonton. 

Carey discovered the program— 
which offers weekly boxes of fresh, 
organic vegetables throughout the 
summer in exchange for two days of 
labour and a fee for shares—from a 
local radio station. 

"| thought it was a great idea,” she 
says. “It/s one step more than going to 
the farmer's market ... We're so dis- 
tant from our food.” 

Save for a bit of gardening, neither 
has spent much time on a farm. But 
today they rode behind a tractor on an 
archaic-looking transplanter machine, 
plucked onions from a greenhouse 
and planted them in the earth and had 
a hand in perpetuating the local food 
movement. 

In the eight years that Graham 
Sparrow has owned the farm interest 
in the CSA, and his produce, has 
steadily grown. The first year, he had 
15 people involved. This year, he says, 
if he had the capacity, he could've 
easily had 75 families take part. He 
stil gets emails every day inquiring 
about whether there’are spaces left. 

_ “I think most people won't treat 
feating locally produced food] as a 
trend,” he says, still dusted with a 
layer of dirt from a day in the field. 
- “Every year we've grown more.” 

Particularly in the last year, he 
dds. With all the recent attention 


‘cancer-causing 
est ‘ erbicides, people 
‘want to know where their food is 

from and 


“it's our M 
explains. “It s 
but I'm mot g 


streets, urban sprawl and jam- 
lots, it's easy to see 


Ne made even more picturesque by 
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the river carved through it. ? . 
“It's rewarding,” he says. “It’s totally 
fulfilling. It’s a chance to live what 


you believe in.” 


SPARROWS NEST also sells produce 
at the downtown farmer’s market 
(between 101 Avenue and 104 Avenue 
from May 19 until Thanksgiving 
weekend) and to a handful of Edmon- 
ton restaurants, including Bacon, a 
quaint vegetarian-friendly restaurant 
in Highlands. 

Co-owner Julianna Mimande spent 


yt ern 


eight years studying politics and felt 
“so disillusioned about what | could 
do at that level” before opening the 
restaurant with Cynthia Lilge in April 
last year. 

“1 worked in [many] city restaurants 
and knowing where food comes from, 
how food travels, frightens me,” she 
says, 
So they opened the restaurant with 
the mandate of creating wholesome 
food for the community. Perogies 
come from the Babas at St Michael's; 
eggs come-from Four Whistles Farm 
in Millet; Full-Course Strategies found 
them organic, local and ethically- 
treated animals. In total, they support 
around 20 local farms, stores and 
food producers. 

“| think it was easier than | expect- 
ed,” Mimande remembers. “It’s been a 
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easy eating green, but Edmonton’s on the right track 
PRODUCERS ARE OFFERING OUR CITY MORE CHANCES TO MAKE OUR MEALS ECO FRIENDLY - 


lot of guess and test, but there’s a lot 
of stuff out there. It’s surprising how 
much local stuff is already available in 
your local corner store, even." 

At home she also tries to purchase 
her groceries from local producers 
But, she admits, it can be limiting. “It’s 
hard to eat locally because we're used 
to eating everything. Who's willing to 
give up bananas in their diet? I think 
it’s a challenge for people to make 
their eating less interesting. That’s 
what is happening with globalization; 
we get further and further away from 
our own little spot,” she says. 

Still, just as Carey explained after 
her day of farming, people want a 
deeper connection to the food that 
fuels them. Mimande echoes that sen- 
timent, pointing to the growing num- 
berand popularity of farmer's markets 


as proof 
“{People] are happy to be support- 
ing a face that they see. They're lack- 


ing that connection in their 
day-to-day life," she says 


HARD NUMBERS aiso back up that 
observation. According to Sven 
Anders, assistant professor of rural 
economy at the University of Alberta, 
farmer's markets are popping up 
around the country at a growth rate of 
12 to 20 per cent each year. 

He attributes the trend largely to 
trust. Many people will pick up a pear 
from China, for example, and wonder 
how it’s been produced, if it’s contam- 
inated with pesticides.andif the 
farmer has been treated faitlys wods! 
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“People all over the world are 
Starting to aSk questions like this,” 
he explains. “One way out of these 
implications of globalization is to 
buy local. To stand in front of the 
farmer at the farmer's market—it’s a 
level of trust.” 

A level of uncertainty and confu- 
sion about global food markets is 
also playing a role, to a certain 
extent. A worldwide food crisis is 
underway due to a mix of factors, 
including increasing oil prices, crops 
ruined by poor weather conditions, 
politi€al instability in some countries 
and grain-based biofuels. It won't 
impact Canadians the. way it will 
people in developing countries, 
where rising food prices have 
bumped even the cheapest foods out 
of reach for many families, but some 
consumers here have also become 
uneasy discovering grocery store 
caps on products like rice. 

“One affect of the crisis is that 
certain specialty products will be 
limited,” says Andérs. “People here 
aren't used to that ... Canadian fami- 
lies and everybody will feel it. People 
will notice prices at the retail level 
will go up.” 

He says some researchers specu- 
late that higher transportation costs 
could make chain grocery store pro- 
duce more expensive than the pro- 
duce at local farmer's markets, 
eventually. 

“Hypothetically, this could actually 
happen. The thing is the type of 
farming you find in the province 
There are only so many farmers that 
supply the farmer's market and have 
a production portfolio that is inter 
esting to the farmer’s market,” he 
says. “Wheat farmers are probably 
not interested in switching to [grow 
ing produce in aj] greenhouse. The 
expansion of that type of production 
is limited. What could happen is 
farmers in that market who see a 
potential for growth could expand.” 

But it’s easier said than done, 
especially for small growers-like Eric 


Chen. He and his wife Ruby own 
Peas On Earth, an organic farm 20 
minutes outside of Edmonton. They 
have a small greenhouse to prolong 
the season by a few-months, but 
they don’t have the resources to 
expand 

"To do it well a person almost has 
to specialize in strictly greenhouse,” 
he says. "There’s not enough green- 
house producers around town. A lot 
of times it has to be a certain level of 
freshness to have a certain amount 
of nutrients. That part of it we can 
improve, having a longer season.” 


MAYBE THAT'S just the reality of liv 
ing in a province that has six months 
of winter. Perhaps, though, if more 
Albertans begin to support local and 
organic farmers, they will respond 


with greenhouses or increased num- 
bers of livestock. 

“My view of the future—and 
{there’s] a bit of hope mixed with 
that opinion— is that I'm hoping 
local consumption will increase,” 
says Anders. “I think a lot of people 
realize over the last 10 to 20 years 
people have been consuming and 
not paying attention to food safety 
and quality and how agriculture 
works. People are starting to realize 
they're missing part of the picture. A 
lot of that is about the feeling, ‘How 
do | feel when 1 consume food?’ 

“They are getting emotionally 
more involved in purchasing food 
even though it’s something we do 
daily,” he continues. “People want to 
have a [greater] involvement in the 
type of food they eat.” vw 
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Most Edmontonians know Brewsters 
Brewing company, the chain of brew- 
pubs in Edmonton and Calgary. And most 
who know Brewster's know that they 
always have one special seasonal beer 
on tap. Sometimes it is experimental or 
a bulked up version of one of their stan- 
dard beers. Lately, however, their sea- 
sonals have often been versions of 
classic German-style ales and lagers. 
The reason for this is simple. The 
brewmaster at the Oliver Square location 
(where most of the seasonals are made) is 
Gunther Tragesser, a former homebrewer 
born and raised in Germany. Gunther 
takes the German beer styles very seri- 
ously, and as a consequence the good 
patrons of Brewster's get to sample some 
excellent versions of German’beers. 
German beers are not always the eas- 
iest beers to make—they often have 
subtle touches and stringent parame- 
ters. One of the most difficult styles to 
perfect is Maibock. Maibocks are a 
spring-only beer, to be served only in 
May. They are a paler version of the for- 
midable Bock, a rich, dark, malty lager. 
This is why they're so hard. You need 
to keep the rich, caramelly malt charac- 
ter, but tone down the colour. Not an 
easy task. Also, the alcohol, which is 
substantial, needs to hide in the back- 
ground—not easy either. It is a beer that 


- is excitedly anticipated and should be 


savoured and sipped. 


THIS SPRING, Gunther has tried his 
hand at the elusive Maibock, and | 
couldn't resist popping by for a pint to 
sample it. 

As the server put the pint down in 
front of me, my taste.buds began to tin- 
gle with anticipation. It’s a light copper 
colour with reddish tones. The head is 
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bright white but a bit thin. The a 
has an intoxicating soft malt sweetne 
of rich toffee and bread. This is pre 
the aroma | expect from a Maibo: 

It is a medium-bodied beer with « 
rich maltiness of toffee and bread 
is a sharp edge to the beer to cut \: 
Sweetness. It comes from alco 
hops, the latter being imperceptible i: 
beer. The finish is crisp but remain 
erately sweet. The medium carbonat, 
also helps cut the sweetness 

It is a subtle beer in many re: 
The: alcohol (seven per cent) 
stated and the malt does not over: 

Yet it is unapologetically malty 

What makes Maibock per 
spring is that the lighter colour refiec 
toning, down of the heaviness of 
tional bock (which is a very 
beer), making it more palata 
pleasant afternoons. Getting 
bready malt is difficult to do while keep 
ing the colour pale. Gunther has a: 
plished this feat admirably. 

Gunther would have more exp: 
than | with the best maibock 
world. Brewster's version may ©: 
not stack up to those giants, bu 


Edmontonians can sample an e 
version of a revered German ale 

But move fast, my friends. Maii 
ONLY served in May, so when the 
dar page flips to June, it will b 
Get it while you can. wv 
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Gourmet taste on the local granola scene 


who 
per Sea caniiticmer’s 
market-are probably already 


baked 
table with ateary free samples as 
blue-and bags, it’s a delicious 
staple of the weekly event. 

Gourmet Granola started in 2004 
when Davis was trying the South 
Beach diet with her husband. (She 
hated it.) In her efforts to find some- 
thing other than bacon and eggs for 
breakfast, she experimented and creat- 
ed a healthy granola option. In October 
of that year she decided to run for City 
Council and wanted to get into the 
farmer’s market to set up a table as an 
opportunity to talk to people. Since she 
needed to sell something in order to 
set up a booth, she decided to bag her 
homemade granola. 

Well, Davis didn’t get elected, but 
her culinary creation certainly won 
the hearts of many. Her disappear- 
ance from the weekly farmer's market 
had regular customers stopping by 
her house to pick up her healthy 
goods. She decided to increase pro- 
duction and has been a permanent 
vendor at the Strathcona Farmer's 
Market since February 2005. 


WITHOUT USING any hydrogenated oils, 
trans fats, cholesterol, salt or artificial 
preservatives, Davis whips up more 
than 650 kg of granola goods of every 
week at an industrial kitchen, in 
flavours as diverse as Mango 
Macadamia, Soy and Rice, Blueberry 
Pistachio, Double Chocolate and Peanut 
Butter and Jam (and many others), with 
a Café Latte brand currently under 
development. Each flavour is also sold 
in a wide variety of sizes, ranging in 
price from $2 to $12, and Davis also 
makes granola bars and trail mix. 

Two products in particular have 


GOURMET GRANOLA 


= 

wax | HEATED BY CHARLENE DAMIS 

co | AVAILABLEATTHE OL STRATHCONA FARMER'S 
CS | MARKET (10310-09.AVE) AND AROUND TOWN 


caught the attention of some specific 
customers, thanks to their unique- 
ness. The soy and rice granola is 
gluten free, swapping grains, for 
organic soy protein and organic 
brown rice flakes. Through a bit of 
culinary magic, the granola tastes like 
neither rice nor soy, instead giving a 
good crunch while providing a tasty 
gluten-free alternative to customers 
with celiac dietary needs. 

The Banana Bread & Raisin granola 
is also a nut-free product. Though 
Davis explains that this variety is brutal 
to make because of the care 
involved—they use specific pans just 
for this recipe, and must ensure that 
nothing in the kitchen has come into 
contact with her other nut-friendly 
recipes—it’s worth it: she herself has 
family members with nut allergies, so 
she understands the importance of 
ensuring a safe product, but also 
wants to provide family and customers 
with a tasty nut-free granola option. 

Whether or not they're buying one 
of her more esoteric options, cus- 
tomers have also reported back to 
Davis that her granola is wonderful 
whether they’re eating it straight—it’s 
an incredibly tasty way to get the 24g 
of fibre you need a day, as each serv- 
ing offers five grams of fibre—or using 
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Join us for an evening of live music with 
Vicky Berg every Fridays at 7:30pm. 


it to sprinkle on salads or as a topping 
for apple and fruit crisp. | bought the 
Blueberry and Pistachio, the most 
am choice among her male cus- 

Omers, to work to add to my yogurt 
tp a quick breakfast treat. The small 
bag size fit in my desk drawer and 
served as an excellent snack choice to 
curb my afternoon munchies. 

In addition to the Saturday Strath- 
cona Farmers Market, Gourmet Gra- 
nola is also available for purchase 
around town at the Bee Bell Bakery 
(10416 - 80 Ave), Careit Urban Deli 
(5250 199 St) in the southwest and 
Wild Tangerine Mobile Cuisine down- 
town (10383 - 112 St or 10180 - 101 
St). You can also find the tasty treat 
on the menu at the Westin and the 
Matrix Hotel. While this may be 
inconvenient for those who rely on 
their neighborhood grocery store, 
Gourmet Granola is a fresh product 
that is available for those willing to 
put in a little effort to find it. 

While Gourmet Granola may be 
more expensive than your grocery 
store varieties, the assortment of 
delectable recipes made with all natu- 
ral healthy ingredients such as dried 
fruits, nuts and whole grains is worth 
the price. You're also supporting a 
local entrepreneur with a difficult task, 
making a breakfast treat that is both 
healthy and delicious. I found the first 
three flavours of granola that | tried to 
be wonderful, so give it a try; I'm sure 
your taste buds will thank you as much 
as the rest of your body. v 
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(We've sorted through the ballots, and once again we're proud 
present the winners of the Golden Fork Awards, our annual 
| sumvey of the best of the Edmonton dining scene. As with last 
Bal, we've separated the categories into indies and chains, 
| BMiphlighting the best of both our homegrown talent and the cor- 
fate dining rooms that populate our city. As always, the 
iidies did wonderfully despite lacking the marketing budget of 
fs bigger guys, which just goes to show how much great food 
there is to be had in our fair city, wherever it comes from. 
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BEST APPETIZERS 
Indie — Packrat Louie 10335 - 83 Ave, 433.0123 
Chain — Ric's Grill (multiple locations) 


BEST SOUPS 
Indie — Soul Soup 140, 10020 - 101A Ave, 409.8272 
Chain — Olive Garden (multiple locations) 


BEST SALADS 
Indie — Packrat Louie 10335 - 83 Ave, 433.0123 
Chain — Earl's (multiple locations) 
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BEST BREADS 
Indie — Fresh Start Bistro 484 Riverbend Rd, 433.9623 
Chain — Cob’s Bread (multiple locations) 


BEST STEAKS 
Indie — Von's Steakhouse 10309 - 81 Ave, 439.0041 
Chain — The Keg (multiple locations) 


BEST VENISON 
Indie — Normand’s 11639A Jasper Ave, 482.2600 


n 


Indie — Mikado 10350 - 109 St, 425.8096 & 1903 - 98 St, 432.4500 
Chain — Tokyo Express (multiple locations) 


BEST TAPAS 
Indie — La Tapa 10523 - 99 Ave, 424.8272 


BEST PUB FOOD 
Indie — O'Bymes 10616 - 82 Ave, 414.6766 
Chain — Sherlock Holmes (muttiple locations) 


BEST DIM SUM 
Indie — Noodle Noodle 10008 - 106 Ave, 422.6862 


BEST SANDWICH 
Indie — Colonel Mustard's 12321 - 107 Ave, 446.1590 
Chain — Fife n’ Dekel 
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BEST HAMBURGERS 
Indie — Delux 9682 - 142 St, 420.0101 
Chain — Red Robin (multiple locations) 


BEST FRENCH FRIES 
Indie — Dadeo’s 10548A - 82 Ave, 433.0930 
Chain — New York Fries (multiple locations) 


BEST WRAPS 
Chain — Bad Ass Jack's (multiple locations) 


BES : aie Pizeria 11750 Jasper Ave, 732.0700 
pele ageing el 


BEST DESSERTS 
Indie — Vi's For Pies 13408 Stony Plain Rd, 454.4300 
Chain — Ric's Grill (multiple locations) 
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BEST DELI 


ne falin ate 187-96. 
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Chain — Sobey’s (multiple eons) 


iverbend Rd, 433.9623 B 
elem BEST BAVARIAN ap 72 Ave, 433.3242 Co ereecresocreretessdecssccedewe 
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BEST GREEK 


Indie — Yiannis 10444 - 82 Ave, 433.6768 
Chain —Koutouki mutiple locations Dive into. Suede eve ry Wedne sday 
night for the most delicious selection 
of seafood dishes this side of the atlantic 


BEST MID PRICE RESRAUNT ‘ ee Steamed Viussels 
‘die — Culina 9914 ~ ) 
tan The fo (np ct cast 


Sauteed Prawns 


with ginger garlic and honey 
BEST BREAKFAST 9966 - 72 Ave, 433.3242 = 
Chain — Denny's (multiple locations) Salmon Skewers 
BEST FRENCH With fennel sinaignette 
BEST yee Indie — Creperie 10220 - 103 St, 420.6656 Pp i 
Bee an Se: iE 
fe Oe ea yet multiple locations wiikey i nae i as 
BEST (TALIAN 
BEST COFFEE SHOP Indie — II Portico 10012 - 107 St, 424.0707 Wild: Salmon 
Indie — Transcend Coffee 9869 - 62 Ave, 430.9198 Chain — Sorrentino’s (multiple locations) with a basil pesto crust 
Chain — Starbucks (multiple locations) 
BEST TEA SHOP Call (82-0707 for reservations § 
Indie — Cally’s 8610 - 99 St, 432.3294 CONTINUES ON PAGE 19 
Chain — Steeps (multiple locations) 


RUTH'S 
By ¢ 
CHRY 


STEAK HOUSE 


OPEN FOR LUNCH ie Pushy 
a Ss » FEATURES 
UNIQUE PRIVATE : 


7 DAILY ! 
DINING EXPERIENCE 


oe - 


ar, CALL 
EDMONTON FOR RESERVATIONS 
9990 JASPER AVENUE Te revel "'S 488-0984 
(7E 0123 
Rice; Seta — SEE OUR ENTIRE MENU AT TEDDYS.CA 


; RESERVATIONS & Girt Carps a 1361 JASPER AVE Plus, we hava ae 


www. RUTHSCHRIS.com 
| Now OPEN FoR LUNCH 


| Old Strathcona: * . 
| Farmers’ Matket 


A touch of the farm : 
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BEST WINE LIST 
Indie — Hardware Grill 9898 janes Ave, 423.0969 
Chain — Ric's Grill (multiple locations) 
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BEST PLACE WHEN YOU HAVE $10 
Indie — Oodle Noodle 10502 - 107 Ave, 428.7875 
Indie — Garage Burger 10242 - 106 St, 423.5014 
Chain — MclTonalds (multiple locations) 


BEST PLACE WHEN GOING SOLO 
Chain — Tokyo bayer (multiple locations) 


BEST LATE NIGHT / All NIGHT. RESTRAUNT 
Indie — Sam Wok 10417 - 67 
Chain — Denny's (muttiple ‘Lila 


BEST WEEKEND BRUNCH 
Indie — Fresh Stat Bistro 484 Riverbend Rd, 433.9623 
Chain — Hotel MacHlonald 10065 - 100 St, 424.5181 


BEST SERVICE 
Indie — Hardware Grill 9698 Jasper Ave, 423.0909 
Chain — The Keg (multiple locations) 


BEST SPORTS BAR 
Chain — Schanks 9927 - 178 St, 444.2125 


BEST PATIO 
Indie — Black Dog 10425 - 82 Ave, 439.1082 
Chain — Earl's Tin Palace 11830 Jasper Ave, 488.6582 


BEST HOTEL RESTRAUNT 
Indie ~ Madison's Union Bank 10053 Jasper Ave, 423.3600 
Chain — Hotel MacDonald 10065 - 100 St, 424.5181 
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raising coffee to a new level 


9869-62 Ave 
, TEL: 430.9198 
TRANSCENDCOFFEE. com 


Fabulous Dining . . : 


Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for hreak- 
fast, lunch and dinner. Enjoy Canadian cuisine, 
Hort inspired by “AAA” Alberta beef and other local 
fare. 
10235 - 10) Struct 
Edmonton, Albayta T5J 269 Central Park Lounge Relax in the lush and open 
» garden atrium by our Grand Fireplace. Enjoy a 
classic martini or sample a glass of one of our 
166.378.0866 vintage wines. Experience our “Chocoholic Buffet” 


lace.cim every Thursday and Friday evening. 


1 suttonplace.com 
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BRANDS OF BEER! 


Just a part of why 
we're Edmonton s 
9008 LIQUOR STORE 
OF THE YEAR. 
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Pp anpsicr-diving freegans 
ia) Wish you a Bin Appetit 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / christopher@vueweekly.com 
f H«= hold this,” said Sophie 

Kerr as she thrust a clear 

garbage bag half-full of 
stale bagels behind her without look- 
ing. I took it gingerly. She heaved 
aside a couple of other bags, then 
stood up to push her hair out of her 
eyes with the back of her gloved 
hand. “It doesn’t look like there’s 
much else. Let’s open that bag and 
then try up the street.” 

I found the garbage raider sweet 
and sincere, but naive. What it came 
down to was that Sophie Kerr was 
looking through trash for something 
to eat. 

Kerr decided that the bagels were 
unsalvageable and retied the garbage 
bag before launching it back into the 
bin. To eat or not to eat is a frequent 
question on freegan shopping trips. 
The typical finds are packaged food that 
has reached its expiration date or been 
replaced on the shelf by fresher prod- 
ucts, but anything edible is fair game. 

The word freegan is a portmanteau 
of the words “free” and “vegan,” and 
usually refers to the practice of eating 
only what is found freely available— 
not because freegans are poor or 
homeless, but as a political statement. 
The freegan takes a stand against 
consumerism and the tremendous 
waste in the capitalist system by 
refusing to participate in it. 

While the concept seems to have 
grown spontaneously in a few differ 
ent places, the earliest claim on the 
term “freegan" comes from right here 

According to Keith McHenry, co- 
founder of Food Not Bombs, it was 
coined during a 1995 tour. They found 
some expensive cheese in a dumpster 
behind an Edmonton grocery store 
and the vegans decided to become 
freegans. McHenry shared that story 


= |OPPORTUNIVORES - 


with the rest of the tour and it grew 
from there. In 2004, the DoEat Collec- 
tive started YouTubing gourmet meals 
prepared from found ingredients. 


IT WAS NEARING 2:30 am when we 


approached the final stop of Kerr’s 
shopping trip. The secret to successful 
freegan shopping is to go early, or go 
late—grocery store shelf stockers are 
nocturnal creatures. Behind this store 
on the southside, we hit the mother 
lode: several sealed bagged salads 
and a full box of assorted produce. 
Most of it was bruised or had spoiled 
spots, but nothing a sharp paring 
knife couldn't handle. 

When I asked about any concerns 
she had about the food contamina- 
tion, she snorted through her nose. 


We're the Long Weekend Specialists ! 


780 - 467 - 5743 


www.salisburygreenhouse.com 


MAY 15 - MAY 21, 2008 


“How much faith do you have in the 
stores?” Kerr asked. “In the shipper 
From the farmer to the store, this stu/ 
passes through a lot of hands. Do yo 
think everybody washes?” 

She relaxed a bit and pointed inio 
the milk crate she was filling, “Anyway 
most of the stuff 1 find is packaged 
already, like salads and bread, so \\ 
isn't much different from what's on the 
grocery shelf. I just don’t pay for it 

We finished loading the box ini 
Kerr's ancient Hyundai. She mac 
respectable haul this morning; the {it 
tle hatchback was nearly full of pro 
duce, breads, some cheese an 
vacuum-sealed meats. ("We ti 
those with caution,” Kerr said serious 
ly.) She made sure that all the ba 
were launched back into the dun 
ster—"keep it clean” is another {re 
gan mantra. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 2! 


Voted Best Tea Shop! 


Premium Teas - Teo Wore 


Gourmet Treats - Unique Gil: 


GF THIS WINE WERE HUMAN, 
AT WOULD TAKE A CLEAR. 


STARLIT gm SKY 


OVER DIAMONDS JANY DAY. 


Old world vs new world 


Panne 
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& | nicelegs@yueweekly.com coming example of old world styles. 
2006 RA NU MARLBOROUGH PINOT NOIR OKANAGAN VALLEY 
2004 UMBRIA AIRAU VALLEY BRITISH COLUMBIA 


ines a 


As has happened in many other countries, wineries 
and vineyards are being purchased, started and 
planted by people made famous from other ven- 
tures. In this case, the owners of the illustrious car 
maker Lamborghini decided to purchase a large 
tract of land in Umbria and begin producing their 
own juice. Unlike a lot of other famous vintners, 
Lamborghini was been getting great reviews, and 
from this bottle, I'd have to agree with the consen- 
sus 

This deep purple wine emits a rich deep fruity 
nose with hints of both cherry and spice. With my 
first sip, | found it to be a little tart, but still very rich 
with good fruit at the front of the palate, with hints 
of cherry and dust also evident. The well-rounded 
wine moved seamlessly through the palate and left 
just 2 hint of aftertaste. 

This wine is made with 50 per cent Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 40 per cent Sangiovese and 10 per cent 
Montepulciano, and while it was nice, it was defi- 
nitely an old world wine. Its defining characteristics 
were more focused on a delicate nuance likely 


SINCEREST 
THANKS TO 
THE VOTING 
READERSHIP 
FROM DEVINE! 


sourced from its terrior and was much less reliant on 
powerful fruit to draw you in. 
It is not spectacular but still an affordable wel- 


New Zealand has made itself famous with refresh- 
ing Chardonnays and Pinot Gris. Only recently have 
the winemakers come into their own producing some 
very solid Pinot Noirs. As one might expect from a 
very southerly and small country with plenty of cool 
wind from the ocean, their Pinot Noirs tend to be 
crisp, light and flowery. 

This particular growing season had its tough 
times, with several nights dropping near frost levels. 
With some fruit lost to the weather, the vines were 
pruned and the remaining fruit, thereby, received 
more energy and nutrients from the vines, and the 
effect is noticeable. 

This cranberry red wine emitted an acidic nose. 
But once the acidic notes subsided, it left fruity 
odors with hints of spice. 

This wine jumps out at your taste buds. There is a 
tartness at the front that gives way to a wine rich 
with fruit. Strawberry hints flow through the taste 
buds as the wine flows. The Ra Nui is very round 
and has nice structure to it which is nice to see from 
a new world Pinot. The fruit is pleasantly subtle, 
Overall, a very pleasing bottle of wine. w 
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TINHORN CREEK 


VINEYARDS 


This wine isn't human, but you 
are. With our colour-coded 
labels and Stelvin twist-off tops 
its easy to enjoy the Tinhorn 
Creek wine that goes best with 
the moment. We promise that 
every bottle of Tinhorn Creek 
you open will be as satisfying as 
the last—an important thing to 


us humans. 


100% Estate Grown 
in British Columbia 
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BACON makes it with delicious local foods 


"| ERIN MIKALUK / erin@vueweekly.com 


en people think about dining 
| in Alberta, the obvious ques- 
i tion comes to mind: where’s 


lthe beef? Rarely do we think of bread, 
| cheese, bison, fruits and vegetables as 
| being foods produced in Alberta that are 
| accessible and ready to be added to any 
| dish. Well folks, it’s time to start thinking 
| differently, if only evidenced by the mag- 
| nificent-food at Bacon. 
| The.Bacon philosophy is written on 
the inside cover of every menu and is 
about bringing together good friends 
'| to enjoy good food that is grown and 
produced locally. It’s a new approach 
to thinking about food that is catching 
onjinjmany culinary circles, particu- 
larly;with youth. 

“Young people and farmers are the 
peeple who seem to care the most 
about local products—they are more 
conscious of it," an employee of 
Bacon said. As one of those youth, I 
wias looking forward to trying out 
Bacon. I'd heard incredible things 
about their brunch, but that night, | 
was there for dinner 

The door was open as we walked 
up the steps to Bacon and entered the 

‘room. | had heard that the tables 
could fill up quickly and had made a 
reservation for 7 pm. Good thing, 
because all eight tables and the win- 
dow bar were full when we arrived. 

Despite its small size, the room felt 

quite open and airy. Wooden floors and 
a silver metallic ceiling created an inter- 
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BACON 
Bs 112 AVENUE, 471.2422 


esting contrast that seemed to heighten 
the room. Large amounts of natural 
light streamed in through.a wall-to-wall 
window at the front. Funky pieces of 
Ukrainian textile art hung on the walls, 
bursting with colour. It felt trendy and 
relaxing all at once. 

Our server brought us our menus, 
cleverly constructed out of old record 
covers, and filled our glasses with 
cold water using a clear wine bottle— 
another unique touch. | was already 
enjoying this place. 

The menu was not extensive, but 
offered enough choice to dodge that 
limited feel. Appetizers ranged from 
poutine with feta and yam to perogies, 
made by the famous ladies of Saint 
Michael's Church, to tacos. We went 
with the cheese fondue for two ($14.00) 
and ordered a couple of beers. 


FOR OUR ENTREES, we were both in the 
mood for buffalo, er, bison. My husband 
ordered the bison burger, with a side of 
perogies. The server suggested that 
day's special, the Spicy Mexican Rice 
Bow! ($17) with bison meatballs. Well, 
why not. I’d never had buffalo before 
and was in an adventurous mood 
Our drinks arrived promptly. In keep 


ing with the local flavour, we'd chosen 
two brewed-in-Edmonton beers— 
Aprikat Lager, by Alley Kat, and 
Amber's Australian Mountain Pepper 
Berry Ale ($4.50 each). The appropri- 
ately name Aprikat had the delicious 
taste of fresch apricots and was light 
and wheaty. In stark contrast, the Pep- 
per Berry Ale had a bold, spicy flavour 
that actually reminded me of a full- 
bodied Shiraz. Steak would probably 
go beautifully with it. We sat back to 


enjoy the beer and wait for our food. 

The cheese of the fondue was piping 
hot as it was placed in front of us. 
Rows of Ukrainian kubasa, multi-grain 
Ritz crackers, small chucks of baguette 
and even green apple slices were gath- 
ered around the fondue bowl ready for 
dunking. We dove in, piling mounds of 
the aged cheddar cheese mixture— 
turned dark orange with Guiness 
beer—onto our fixings. The cheese was 
warm, thick and gooey with hints of 
mustard, and I was thoroughly sur- 
prised at how well it complimented the 
green apple slices. We whipped 
through our appetizer within minutes. 

1 was curious to find out how much 
of the dish I’d just eaten had actually 
come from Alberta, being proud and 
obnoxious and all, and asked our 
server. “Most of our breads, meats, 
produce and seasonings come from 
Alberta,” she proudly explained. “At 
the very least, our shoppers look for 
products marked as Canadian in the 
grocery store.” She was able to pin- 
point that the baguette for the fondue 
nad come from Pigeon Lake. 


SHE ALSO MENTIONED that the bison 1 
was about to try had came from near 
Vermilion, and I was ready to find out 
just how good Alberta bison was. My 
Spicy Mexican Rice Bowl arrived on a 
large, oval plate brimming with south- 
west pilaf and topped with eight spicy 
looking bison meatballs and a large 
crispy taco shell. 1 sawed off a piece 


of one meatball and pushed a ;; 
rice onto my fork. My first tasi< 
bison was pure bliss, The increqi,,, 
tender meat, which was coated ir 3 
kind of salsa and onion mixture. ;y<} 
ed in my mouth and sent spicy sen: 
tions dancing across my tongue 

The cilantro cream accompanimen 
provided a much needed coo}, 
effect, dousing some of the heat ;3;;, 
ating from the rice and bison. Crunc; 
tacos were an interesting choice 
topping, but combined beautif,\; 
with the softness of the pilaf « 
cream. The entire dish was a bi! 
combining a bowl of spaghetti a 
meatballs with a Mexican rice bow 
but, it worked and tasted great 

For dessert we opted for the dj 
with the most intriguing name. Wit! 
name like “Etan’s Mess,” what could 
wrong? It ended up being a scrum 
tious bowl of raspberry whipped cre am 
served over top of strawberries 
delightfully chewy meringue. A 
and refreshing way to finish our meal 

For $90.64, we were able to enjoy 4 
fully Canadian meal, most of which 
was grown right here in Alberta. | act 
ally felt proud to be eating at Bacor 
The restaurant is about more than jus 
makin’ bacon: it’s about bringi: 
home the message that buying locally 
is good for the environment, good 
our community, good for the sou!- 
damn fine on the palate. 

In Alberta, bringing home thx 
Bacon never tasted so good, v 


JAN HOSTYM / jand 


of us (hopefully) are eat- 
ing breakfast, the most important 
meal of the day, and trying to fit in at 
least one, maybe more, of the seven 
to 10 servings of fruit and vegetables 
that we're supposed to eat daily. Top 
that off with some protein, some 
dairy, something wholegrain, all with 
limited fat and sodium, and you have 
a healthy, balanced breakfast. Now 
digest the headlines. 

‘A few months ago it was all about 
the predominance of lead-laced toys 
from China. A couple of weeks ago 
the focus was on Bisphenol A, an 
industrial chemical used to make the 
hard, clear plastic in baby bottles and 
reusable water bottles and also found 
in the lining of metal cans. Last week, 
Chapters recalled their Mother's Day 
tote bags because of “minor skin irri- 
tations”. Throw in the ongoing global 
warming discussion and it seems like 
the day isn’t complete without hear- 
ing of yet another warning or recall. 
Our society, obsessed with bigger, 
better. faster, sooner and cheaper is 
finding out that “progress” has conse- 
quences, dire ones at that. 

But while there are warnings and 
recalls on a wide variety of products, 
the food recalls we typically hear 
about are the bacteria-based ones, 
such as e-coli or salmonella, or unde- 
clared substances that may pose a 
health risk for people with allergies. 
And then once in a while there’s a 
recall that really makes me wonder; 
earlier this year, certain brands of tod- 
dier pear juice were recalled because 
of the possibility they “may contain 
arsenic.” 

Those recalls are for things that 
turn up in our food that shouldn’t be 
there. But every day, as we do our 
best to eat a healthy, balanced diet, 
we are putting chemicals in the form 
of pesticides into our bodies along 
with all the vitamins and minerals. 
There are no recalls on these foods; 


2 ORGANIC 
FOOD 


the pesticides are meant to be there. 
There's no real consensus on what 
these pesticides do to us or what con- 
centration is “acceptable,” but if we 
are consuming chemicals that are 
designed to kill pests and weeds and 
fight diseases, I can’t imagine they'd 
be great for human consumption 
either, especially pint-size humans 
with developing bodies and brains. 


BUYING ORGANIC PRODUCE is one way 


to reduce your exposure to pesticides. 
Luckily, with public awareness hitting 
an all-time high, finding organic prod- 
ucts is as simple as stopping at any 
major grocery store. Save-On Foods, 
Safeway, Sobeys and Superstore all 
have organic sections which are con- 
stantly getting bigger. Although the 
selection isn’t quite as extensive as 
making a stop at a health food store, 
it can be easier and is usually less 
expensive. 

Buying only organic would be ideal, 
but due to our climate, our choices 
would be much more limited, espe- 
cially during the bleak winter months. 
Plus, organic is definitely more expen- 
sive and not everyone can afford to 
buy only organic produce. So what 
should you buy? A non-profit organi- 
zation in the US, the Environmental 
Working Group, ranked the 43 most 
consumed fruits and vegetables. The 
“Dirty Dozen” are the ones they con- 
sider to be the most contaminated 
and their “Consistently Clean” are the 
12 least contaminated. If you don’t 
want to stop eating the “Dirty Dozen” 
altogether, it would be a good idea to 
choose the organic variety of those 
items. The “Consistently Clean” are 
your best bet if you don't want to pay 
the premium price associated with 
organic products. 


I decided to do a very unscientific 
study, comparing both the cost and 
taste of organic vs non-organic pro- 
duce. I selected some of the “Dirty 
Dozen” and bought the organic ver- 
sion at both Planet Organic and Save- 
On Foods, and 
then bought the 
non-organic ver- 
sion, again at 
Save-On. I brought 
them home, most con 
washed them dili- [i 
gently—especially 
the non-organic 
varieties—and did 
a little taste test on 
three unsuspecting 
guinea pigs. 

The findings 
were interesting, 
but by no means 
astounding. 
Organic is more 
expensive, no mat- 
ter where you pur- 
chase it, and 
typically the most 
expensive ata 
health food store 
Organic red pep- 
pers were $6.99/lb at Planet Organic 
and $4.98/lb at Save-On, while the 
non-organic ones were $2.98/lb 
Organic gala apples at Planet Organic 
were $2.29/lb and $1.69/Ib at Save 
On while the non-organic ones were 
$.99/\b. Planet Organic’s strawberries 
were cheaper than Save-On’'s 
($2.98/1b vs. $4.98/lb) while the non- 
organic ones were $2.50/'b. Just like 
anything, prices vary depending on 
the store but expect to pay more for 
organic. 


OUR LITTLE TASTE TEST involved rea 


peppers, strawberries, apples and 
pears. Visually, there wasn’t much dif- 
ference, except for the pears. The 
organic pears were banged up com- 
pared to the non-organic ones and 
the organic apples were missing that 
lovely, glossy, artificial, waxy coating 


stenth 
produce ye 


THE DIRTY DOZEN 
Peaches 
Apples 


Bell peppers 
Celery 


Nectarines 
berries 
Cherne 
Pears 


ola 


Grapes (imported) 
Spinach 

Lettuce 

Potatoe 


Supermarket might not be your best bet when going organic 


that made the non-organic ones shine 
so pristinely. 

Taste wise, it was a bit of a mixed 
bag. The organic pears came out the 
big loser, having a thick skin, internal 
hard brown spots and a mushy con- 


From the Environmental Work 
ing Group, the 12 most consis 
tently contaminat 


}and 12 


2an kinds 


u can buy 


CONSISTENTLY CLEAN 
Papaya 
Broccoll 
Cabbage 
Bananas 
Kiwi 

Peas (frozen) 
Asparagus 
Mango 
Pineapples 
Corn (frozen) 
Avocado 
Onions 


sistency. The organic apples were the 
big winner and, although softer than 
the non-organic ones, were much 
sweeter and juicier. Surprisingly, there 
wasn't a discernable difference with 
the strawberries and red peppers 

So what does my little unscientific 
study tell me? Produce, both organic 


and non-organic, is going to va 
greatly, both taste wise and pri 
wise, depending on where and wh 
you buy it. Most of what we find 
the stores has been transported tho 
sands of miles to get to us and h 
lost many of its nut 
ents, let alone i 
flavour 

My recommend 
tion? Head to th 
farmers’ market. Y 
can buy produce th 
was still in tt 
ground or attached 
a vine just the d: 
before and you cz 
really taste the diffe 
ence. It will tas! 
fresh and healthy ar 
delicious. It will t 
packed full ofvall th 
nutrients it’s suy 
posed to have. Y« 
can buy organic « 
not and both will t 
more expensive the 
that typical groce: }| 
store fare but bot | 
will be so worth it 


And in the winte 


just do what you can, | still think ea 
ing fruits and vegetables, contamina 
ed or not, is better than not eatin 
them. But for now, you have a goc 
few months of astoundingly fresh pr 
duce awaiting you at the farmer 
markets, so take advantage of a ver | 


good thing. v iy 


STEAK HOUSE & OYSTER BAR 
Thank You Edmonton 


Best Steaks & f 
Best Steakhouse jf 


Finer Dining | Oyster Bar | Private Dining 


10309-81 Avenue ph:439-0041 
www.vonssteakhouse.com 
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“Processed foods are rare,” says 
tr, “since they don’t tend to go bad. 
nly see those when the store needs 
2 shelf space.” 


PHIE KERR used to work for a grocery 
»re in the produce department, so 
‘Je knows the kind of approach that 
ich of the retail world has towards 
piration dates, unattractive produce 
products that just won't sell. 
“I once had a manager tell me to 
(mp a whole skiff of apples because 
new one was arriving tomorrow, 
‘id we didn’t have room in the store 
jr them!” she exclaims. “I made a 
‘ijtick call to the Food Bank and they 
- ime Over pronto. But it got me to 
; inking about the food that was 
‘lasted every day. | started taking per- 
'\ctly good food out of the bins in 
‘ack at that point. I was fired for 
‘jealing from the company a few 
‘jonths later. Imagine that: stealing 


] 


things that were going to be thrown 
out anyway!” 

Kerr considers herself an opportu- 
nivore rather than a freegan, since 
she isn’t bound by the ethical con- 
suming guidelines that restrict most 
vegans. However, a large part of her 
diet is produce, since it is most easily 
found. She used to approach stores to 
ask for products they planned to 
throw out, but most of them claimed 
to have a Food Bank relationship or 
wanted to avoid the possible liability. 

“L usually find the best stuff at places 
that told me they give everything to the 
Food Bank, since it isn’t the manager 
making the call,” Kerr laughs. “The 
stockboys just huck the stuff in the bin.” 
She has been hassled by police or secu- 
rity guards before, but is generally just 
warned off the property. 

She lives in a house off Alberta 
Avenue with four like-minded friends, 
and she invites me back for a cup of 
tea after our adventure. She picks 
fresh anise from her herb garden and 
sets a kettle on to boil. “It ain’t all 
dumpster diving,” the 23-year-old 


musician smiles. “We plant gardens 
and barter for pretty much everything 
we need. The idea is to live off the 
grid as much as possible.” 

Some freegans are out to improve 
the environment, Kerr claims, but the 
ones she knows do it out of a drive for 
political change. “Every product we 
reclaim is kept out of the dump,” says 
Kerr, “but it’s also something used that 
didn’t pump up some corporation’s bot- 
tom line. If we find anything we don’t 
want or can’t use within the next few 
days, we drop it off at the Food Bank.” 

Kerr sorts through her finds, setting 
aside some of the riskier items for 
immediate preparation and storing 
the rest in the fridge. She makes a 
small salad with oil and balsamic 
vinegar, which I enjoyed after I set 
aside my initial reluctance. As | sat 
happily crunching away, it occurred to 
me she didn’t spend any more time 
shopping for her week's groceries 
than I did, found similar products to 
the ones in my fridge at home and I 
paid a lot more. 

Who was the naive one? v 


Fourpeat! Voted ‘Best Italian’ 
Golden Fork Awards 2005, ‘06, ‘07 & °08 


® : . 
Qnuevative Qtalian Cuisine 
10012-107 Street, Downtown Edmonton * Reservations 424-0707 © ilportico.ca 
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Chocolate and chili’ 
Now I’ve seen It all 


=|AT HOME 


9 | JAN HOSTYN 
i jan @vueweekly.com 


A couple of weeks ago | was leisurely 
strolling through our neighbourhood, hap- 
pily clad in flip-flops and capris, enjoying 
the warm nighttime air. The tantalizing 
aroma of grilled meat drifted around me 
as numerous barbeques were being 
pressed into action for the first time this 
spring. !t made me want to rush home, 
dust off our barbeque and try out a recipe 
for veggie burgers that | have had my eye 
on for quite some time now. 

Mother Nature wasn’t in the mood to 
cooperate and, before | had time to mix 
together the burgers, the barbeque was 
under a huge mound of snow. If the 
thought of trudging through the snow 
piles and brushing off the barbeque was- 
n't daunting enough, the -20 wind chill 
convinced me to postpone that particular 
experiment. So | veered off in the oppo- 
site direction and decided to make some- 
thing warm, comforting, and 
soothing—thili. And just to make it inter- 
esting, throw a bit of chocolate into the 
pot. It's supposed to make it smoother 
and richer while mellowing the heat a bit. 

I've often seen chili recipes that had a 
bit of chocolate in them but didn't give 


them more than a cursory glance. Ji 
idea seemed a bit absurd to me. But now 
that I've tried cayenne pepper inn 
chocolate, the idea suddenly becam 
appealing. | did a quick search on th: 
internet and came up with a few recipes 
that sounded good but not too complex. | 
narrowed it down to one and made soni 
modifications to it. 

| had picked up the ingredients tha 
weren't already in my house (at Sobey: 
because | wanted to use buffalo instead 
of ground beef) and got to work. | hauled 
out my biggest pot and plunked in th: 
ground buffalo. While that was browning 
(I didn’t use the oil), | chopped up ™y 
onions (1 only used two) and peppers |! 
used three). I'm a veggie kind of person 
so | also chopped up a zucchini, abou! 
five ribs of celery, and a nice little pile 0! 
mushrooms. 


ONCE THE BUFFALO was browned. | 
threw all my veggies in with it anc 
sautéed everything until the kitche' 
smelled delicious and the veggies were 
soft. Whenever | brown beef, | usual!) 
end up draining off the fat but with (" 
buffalo there was no fat to drain so | hap 
pily skipped that step. Then I crushed t¢ 
garlic with my garlic press (I alwe’ 

crush, never mince) and added that along 
with the coriander and cumin. | omitte° 
the cardamom pods—they made 't '2' 


a bit, ma ; 
kitchen smell nice 
and spicy. Then | 
added my canned 
tomatoes, the toma- 
to puree and some 
tomato paste 
instead of the 
ketchup. My big pot 


CHILI 
(FROM FOODNETWORK.COM) 


H seen dried 


was getting pretty 3 Oi ground coriander 
full but | stirred it all | 2 teaspoons ground cumin 


4 tablespoons olive oil 
4 onions, finely chopped 
2 cloves garlic, minced 


Tecipe made, so | figured it made sense to 
sneak in that extra bit of cocoa. After 
adding a few big scoops of cocoa, | 
Stirred the chili yet again. If nothing else, 
the addition of cocoa gave it a deeper, 
richer colour—kind of like chestnut. | also 
thought | could 
detect a bit of a 
chocolaty aroma, 
but that could have 
just been my imagi- 
nation. 

The chili bubbled 
away for about an 
hour and a half, fill- 
ing the house with 
an intense, spicy 
aroma. Finally, it 


or crushed chili 


up and added the | 5 cardamom pods, bruised was ready—it had 
canned beans {Eden } 2 red peppers, seeded and finely | simmered just long 
Organic variety— | diced enough to meld and 
they have no added nds 4 ounces ground beef concentrate all the 


salt) and the water. cups canned chop et tomatoes 


My pot was now 
very full but | care- 
fully stirred it again 
and brought the chili 
to a simmer. Once it 
was bubbling away 
nicely, | added the 
cocoa. 

Although | have 
Callebaut cocoa in my house, | didn't 
think chili warranted using premium 
cocoa so | just used my everyday grocery 
store brand, Fry's. 

The recipe calls for two tablespoons 
cocoa but | probably added about four; 
after adding just two it didn’t seem like it 
was going to make any real difference. 
Besides, | had added all the extra veg- 
gies, increasing the amount of chili the 
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Die POTS, A MUCH. BRIGHTER 


Downtown condo dwellers will once 
again be able to roll out of bed and into 
a farmers’ market, as the City Market 
Downtown will be setting up shop for its 
2008 season this Sat, May 17. The city’s 
oldest farmers’ market, City Market 
takes over two | of 104 street just 


acini 


flavours without 
turning everything 
into indiscernible 
mush. Time for the 
taste test. 

| dug out a 
spoon, scooped 
some up and, after 
a few good blows 
to try to cool it 
down (to no avail), put it in my mouth. It 
tasted like typical chili-good chili, but 
chili nonetheless. Maybe my taste buds 
are kind of dull or maybe | burnt my 
mouth in my haste but, whatever the 
case, had | not known there was choco- 
late in the chili, | wouldn't have been able 
to tell-well, except for the look of it. The 
cocoa did give it an appealing and 
intense colour. w 


hand to pour the wine and make many 
bad puns. Visit devinewines.ca for more 
details. 


In a suddenly discovered effort to point 
out some of the more odd culinary 
events in Edmonton, last Wed, May 14 
featured an event called the Premier's 
Prayer Breakfast, at which patrons paid 
$35 for a “quiet way to reaffirm our faith 
in God and an opportunity to participate 
in fellowship” {and presumably eat 
some blueberry pancakes, or some- 
thing). Naturally, of course, you already 
ar Dish Weekly just wanted to 
ut that the premier of our 
province and God are evidently doing 
brunch dates. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
events in Edmonton. Do you have some- 
thing going on that Edmonton gour- 
mands simply must know about? Send 
an e-mail to dish@vueweekly.com. 
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MOXIE'S 
CLASSIC 
GRILL 


Whatever you're in the mood for, 


CONGRATULATION 


to all of our Golden Fork Award winners! 


Now it’s 


YOUR 


CHANCE 


TO WIN! 


?. 


S CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GRAND PRIZE WINNER | ui 


MIKE POWER, mors 


Send your name and 
daytime phone number to 


fork@vueweekly.com 


We'll give at least 10 people dinner out! 
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Reliable, world-class Re 
the best of a short’see 


ERIK BEUKER / erik@vueweekly.com 

chool is out and summer is in. Soon many 
Gite warriors will be getting ready to 

spend a few glorious months climbing in 
the Rockies. And with such a short season there 
is little time to waste. When I was younger I was 
naive to the sacredness of a vacation; I now 
know that spare time is a precious commodity in 
adulthood. So when it comes to planning a 
climbing trip in the Alberta Rockies, I often look 
for the fastest way to get up on quality rock. And 
in my experience, whether you're a beginner or 
an expert, two of Alberta's most popular climb- 
ing destinations will help you get the most out of 
a short trip. 

Every year no matter how busy | am, | always 
take the time to visit my favourite climbing desti- 
nation, Lake Louise. This has to be one of the 
most awe-inspiring places on the planet, even for 
non-climbers. The scenery is breathtaking and the 
climbing is world-class. In fact, every time I visit 
this place | find myself among climbers from all 
over the globe. Winds blow off the glacier and 
through the trees, mingling with foreign accents, 
evoking a sense of unity and mysticism that is 
hard to find elsewhere. 

But don’t worry, although this place may 
sound-extremely busy the turnover on climbs is 


LONGBOARDING / 28 
KOOTENAYS / 32 
CROATIAN 34 
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overcrowding is rarely a problem. Still, it's best © 
to get there earlier in the morning so that you ls 
have first pick. 

Access to endless climbing couldn't be easier. 
The hike to the back of the lake where the best 
routes are is literally just a 20-minute stroll 
down a well-maintained path. | do it in flip- 
flops. Some people might argue that the 
onslaught of tourists can ruin the feeling of 
seclusion we try so hard to achieve, but the 
mass influx of foreign gawkers has given rise to 
an entertaining pastime: tourist watching. This 
is analogous to people watching in the city but 
much more amusing because it is a fashion 
show spanning many cultures. Here you can 
learn about the latest fashions in Belgium, 
France and Germany. Who knew that fluores- 
cent yellow track suits were couture in Japan? 

Every year | travel here to do laps on some of 
my favourite climbs such as Liquid Sky, Dew Line 
and Wicked Gravity. The predominance of lime 
stone in the area means that the routes involve a 
lot of clean, smooth and ergonomically friendly 
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edges and cracks. In fact, this is one 
of the few areas where I can climb 
without tearing my hands to shreds. 
There is an abundance of technical 
slabs, towering vertical and moder- 
ately overhanging climbs, and the 
beauty of Lake Louise is that the easi- 
er routes here tend to look much 
more dramatic than anywhere else. 
One note on preparation—most 
of the routes are rather long and 
one should definitely bring a full 
60-metre rope to avoid coming up 
shert. If you're into sport climbing 
then 1S quick-draws should suffice, 
but the area is also world- 
renowned for having some of the 
most dramatic trad climbs. A 
guidebook is a necessity and can 
be purchased at any mountain 
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FREE CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST ° 3 STORY WATE 


equipment outfitter. Needless to 
Say it is a great place for getting 
those breathtaking and picturesque 
action shots. 


FOR NEW CLIMBERS, perhaps the most 


popular place is Grassi Lakes, set in a 
small valley above Canmore. It's a 


’ special place to me because it’s the 


first place | ever climbed outside. | 
grew up a gym rat but when I came 
here for the first time | realized that 1 
would never be fully satisfied pulling 
on plastic. Gym climbing is a necessi- 
ty for us city-dwellers but I’m con- 
vinced that if I lived in a place like 
Canmore I would be forever happy 
with abandoning the gym. Rainy days 
would simply be rest days. 

Over the last 13 years or so it seems 


pring imo 


1402 Bow Valley Trail 
Canmore, Alberta T1W 1N5 
Www.canmoreinn. com 


that Grassi Lakes has become ridicu- 
lously overcrowded. The last time | 
came here | found myself waiting quite 
a while to get on my favourite routes 
Turns out they’re everyone's 
favourites. Also, because most of the 
routes are easier and great introducto- 
ty climbs featuring great protection, 
this area is very popular with novices. | 
always find the people to be friendly 
which leads me to wonder if climbing 
ability is inversely related to friendli- 
ness. Thus it’s a great place to build 
confidence and maybe even meet like- 
minded people, although at times it 
may feel like a photo shoot for the 
newest MEC catalogue. 

Having said that, the climbing is 
fun and, at only a two-minute drive 
from Canmore, it doesn’t get any 
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more convenient than this. You have 
to be crazy to come here on a week 
end unless you like to wake up at 5 
am, but it is more tolerable during 
the week 

1 was pleasantly surprised to see 
that some of the more exciting areas 
are being developed and this may 
change the face of Grassi in the 
coming years. The rock is limestone 
but quite different from Lake Louise 
The climbs are not as clean, less 
friendly on the hands and generally 
shorter. Grassi Lakes lies in the 
shadow of the majestic Ha Ling Peak 
(formerly Chinaman’'s peak) and is 
notorious for sunshine and great 
views of the Bow Valley. It is a great 
place to go if you're just getting 
comfortable on rock and the only 


real downside is crowding 


If you’re just starting out then 
these two plaves should definitely be 
on your list this summer. However, it 
must be noted that these are only a 
few of the many awesome places in 
the Rocky Mountains. One could 
spend an entire lifetime exploring all 
that our backyard has to offer. Per 
haps this is the reason | have rarely 
ventured elsewhere to satisfy my 
craving for adventure. This sentiment 
has been reinforced numerous times 
when visiting climbers from around 
the world have commented on our 
good fortune. I can’t help but smile 
because it reminds me that despite 
all of the uncertainty in the world 
today I know that I will always have 
the mountains. v 


Sum mer’ 


ADVENTURE & ACCOMODATION 
PACKAGES AVAILABLE SOON! 


‘RSLIDE ° HOT TUBS 


Local 1.403.609.4656 
Toll Free 1.888.678.4656 
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JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 

f longboards had been around in 
| no one would ever have 

doubted Columbus. Here on the 
prairies, a similar perception of flat- 
ness lingers. But get on a longboard 
and things will change instantly. It 
may even revolutionize your relation- 
ship with pavement. Instead of feeling 
trapped in a concrete jungle, you'll 
see it as a constant opportunity. No 
compasses or maps required. 

For Edmonton longboarders, every 
paved surface presents possibility. On 
steep descents in areas like Goldbar 
and Rundle Park boarders can get up 
to 50 or 60 Kilometres per hour. Just 
as inviting, though, are the shallower 
grades along Saskatchewan Drive or 
the Ribbon of Steel (off 109 St down 
town) 


It's this versatility—from mild com- 
reme speed—that is driv- 
ing a renaissance in the skateboard 
industry. And with its 150-km-plus 
network of paved trails, Edmonton is 
spot for the sport, says Warren 

owner of Easy Rider 
rider.com). “For skateboard- 


mutes to 


ing, t monton trail system is sec 
ond to none. There's no other city that 
has such a great, safe place to bomb 


down hills. That's part of the reason 
Edmonton has such a huge longboard 
community 

As.a veteran skateboarder of Over 
> has watched the 
been on a skate- 
five s old, back 
s. “Back then bomb 
all you could do on 


Patt Paperessey 1 the 
A 


90s, the focus s 


ears, Curt 


ifted” 
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towards freestyle stunts. Now, the 
emphasis is returning to downhill and 
perhaps even more towards cruising. 

With the changing styles of riding, 
Currie’s seen the local community 
ebb and flow, but says lately the 
scene has been enjoying a resur- 
gence thanks to longboards. He 
attributes this, at least partly, to the 
evolution of board technology. “It’s 
very much due to enhanced technol- 
Ogy. There are wheels specifically 
designed for going down hills— 
they’re softer so they roll over 
bumps, but still give you lots of trac 
tion for cornering at higher speed— 
and they've re-engineered the 
trucks,” says Currie. Instead of ollies, 
kick flips and rail slides, it’s about 
speed and flow. 

While the punk rock mentality still 
prevails, Currie says, it’s not as in-your- 
face as it used to be. But that doesn’t 
mean it isn't still aggressive. “There's a 
lot wider range of people who long 
board. But if it got too milquetoast,” he 
says, “half the boarders that do it would 
quit, because they're into the more 
individual aspect of the sport.” 


THERE'S NOTHING MILQUETOAST about 


ripping down river valley trails at 50 
kilometres an hour on a thin wooden 
plank and three-inch wheels. There's 
still potential for pain if you bail 
That's why most downhill boarders 
wear protective equipment—helmets, 
gloves;and,elbow pads. Currie and 


collective of Easy Rider friends, family 


and staff get together regularly to go 
for rolls. On an overcast Sunday 
morning in May I joined them at one 
of their favourite haunts, MacKinnon 
Ravine. 

I brought a Sector 9 Bamboo deck, a 
solid ride in any circumstance, but on 
first glance I saw a bunch of special- 
ized downhill decks—Landyachtz Evos 
and Rayne Hellcats. Unlike my flat, 
cruising board, the downhill decks are 
sculpted so that the actual platform is 
lower than the trucks. This helps the 
rider get lower to the ground, increas- 
ing stability speed and handling. I'd 
been eyeing them with curiosity for a 
while, but never ridden one 

A steep, curving drop into the 
ravine starts off the ride. Beyond the 
fulcrum of the turn, the trail vanishes 
behind birch and pine. One after one, 
eight helmeted riders plunged head- 
first down the trail, disappearing 
beyond the bend. 

After the first dip the trail flattens 
out to a softer slope, making for a 
nice easy roll towards the 142 St 
Bridge overhead. Under the bridge, 
several trails merge from above, pro- 
viding ample slope and speed. | test a 
couple runs before walking up to the 
highest point of the hill: I'm nota 
novice, but without a helmet and 
lacking in downhill experience, 1 hesi- 
tate at first 

Soon, though, the craving for speed 
takes over. Testing the Carbon EVO 
board, I tuck low as the wind rips at 
my shirt. Grass and trees on either 
side become a blur. My eyes begin to 
tear up. One long, smooth arcing turn 
after another, I race to the bottom of 


“Mie hill. After one particularly fast run, 


Currie checks his GPS. "48 km per 
hour,” he reports. 

As we walk back up, he greets the 
joggers, cyclists and walkers we pass. 
A small gesture, but it hints at the way 
skateboarding has matured. After 
heavy rains, Currie and some of his 
riding partners will come down and 
shovel mud and grit off the trails. It’s 
all part of getting along with other trail 
users, as well as ensuring the best 
conditions for boarding. Nonetheless, 
says Currie, “a lot of parents are still 
scared of it.” 

That's starting to change with Cur- 
rie’s generation, the first who have 
been on boards since they were kids. 
Currie started his kids on boards at 
two years of age. Now nine and 13, 
they join him on rides. 


FOR BOARDERS OF ALL STRIPES, iong- 


boarding is a logical extension. Rob 
Fenrich had been longboarding for 
less than a week when we met at the 
ravine. But with his background in 
snowboarding and surfing, he says, 
the transition was easy. “I’ve been 
snowboarding 17 years and surfing 
for five, and I started longboarding 
four days ago,” He recounts. “To me 
it’s a lot like snowboarding. It’s the 
same kind of smooth turns, same 
heel-toe movement, pretty similar 
biomechanics. Anyone who likes to 
snowboard or surf will definitely love 
longboarding.” 

After less than a week,’1 comment 
that he already sounds like a convert. 
“Absolutely,” he replies. “I'm probably 
going back to buy a cruising board 
this afternoon.” 

After several hours doing laps.up 
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‘Longboards revolutionize your relationship with pavement 


and down the MacKinnon trail, ny 
legs still felt good but one thing | ve 
learned about longboarding is that 
the fatigue sneaks up on you. The 
repetitive kick and roll motion v 
your calves, knees, quads and | 
your stabilizer muscles. The effort 
going downhill seems relatively ca 
but your muscles are still working \ 
maintain balance. It’s an excell 
way to stay in shape for other boar’ 
sports. But rather than longboardi”: 
as a means to train, for those w! 
get into it, it quickly becomes an en 
in itself. 

Many first generation boarders | 
Currie are discovering it’s a more su 
tainable way to continue the sport th« 
love. There's greater longevity in lon 
boarding, simply because you don't 
hurt as much. When you're hucking 
stairs, handrails and ledges, it’s natu 
to fall because you're always try! 
new tricks,” he says, “but as you g¢ 
older, it hurts way more to fall.” 

While it may mature, skateboardin: 
culture will always be a kind of Ne\ 
erland—you may bruise easicr. °' 
you never have to grow up entirc 
The sport, after all, is built on spec 
risk and style. 

Which is why, as I ripped dow’ 
Mackinnon Ravine one last time ‘ ; 
the smooth-rolling Evo, gaini"'> 
momentum as | hurtled towards |! 
river; Columbus: came to mind. 4 
of commuters might drive local ' 
and think they're flat, but it’s all 20°" 
the ship you Steer. If Columbus " 
ridden a Jongboard, he would 
sailed for Edmonton. Because 0” “ 
right ride, it's the farthest thing 
flat. v 
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Easy Rider 
Everything you need for summer Fun. 
‘4211-106 Street, Edmonton 780-413-4554 www.TheEasyRider.com 
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DU CONSIDER YOURSELF QUITE THE SHOPPER, THEN FROM BOUTIQUE TO BIG BOX, 
JOPPING IN TABER HAS NEVER BERN GETTER. HUNGRY? WHEN YOU'RE In TADER, 
"LL NEVER HAVE TROUBLE FINDING A GREAT MEAL 


© THE NEXT TIME YOU'RE THROUGH TABER, ESCAPE THE HECTIC AND MAKE YOURSELF 
¥ AT HOME... YOU'LL BE GLAD YOU DID! 
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Clubbing it: getting connectec 
to the local bike scene 


BOBBI BARBARICH / bobbi@vueweekly.com poe 
tend to do things alone. Perhaps S | 
it's because I'm stubbom, but I like nS 


to figure things out for myself. 
When | learn things the hard way the —_ from home in northern Alberta anc | 
lessons tend to stick. had no idea how to change the thing 

I started cycling by myself.1 had _I had all the tools, but none 0! ' 
just broken my back and could no —know-how. 
longer run without sending searing A tall, sinewy man rode up to 
rivulets of fire down my legs. Swim- _ and asked if I needed help. Perhaf 
ming was just too boring so I started © my need wasn't as obvious as it '« 
looking for a bike. | knew nothing of but before I could answer, SteV' 
the sport, much less the variety of | Magusin of the Grande Prairie Whee 
bikes that were available. I settled on _ ers had pulled out my tube, locate? 


- f e ti 
ae ®, ” Sy ¥ what I would later learn was aroad _ fresh one and was pumping the 
~ ae bike. | explained it to my even more _ back up. 


ANNUAL PARKS CANADA DISCOVERY PACKAGES 
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: : thal ignorant parents, “Y'know, the one “You riding by yourself?” he ash 

. = that looks like a ten-speed.” which again I thought was re\" 
Once | figured out how to clipin _ obvious. _ 

1904-80 Avenue without falling over (I still have “You should come ride with us. * 


St Albert Trail peripheral nerve damage in my right ride Monday and Wednesday oe" 
hip from a particularly nasty spill), 1 _It’s good to go with a group He § 4 
451-6656 thought I had the bike figured out. But —_-me his card, hopped on his road bik 
then | got a flat tire 25 kilometres and sped away. 
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a e rts and jerseys? 
wt ifm too out of shape? The only 
cositive | could see would be having 
change my flats. 
aor : teat fitiere are a kit 
of benefits to riding with others, the 
jeast of which is that someone will 
change your tire if you haven't figured 
out how to do that yet. I learned how 
to get out of the city and cause as lit- 
tle, or as much, redneck road rage as 
possible. | was immersed in things 
called time trials, hill workouts, pele- 
tons and road etiquette. And I also 
learned how to fix my bike. 


MOST BIKE STORES in the city have a 
club. Stop in at the store or check 
their websites for fees and ride sched- 
ules. Clubs usually have two to three 
rides per week. They often consist of 
a hammerfest where you could get 
dropped and left behind, a distance 
ride and a shorter, harder ride with a 
no-drop policy. You can ask the club 
what type of rides they offer and 
choose which ones suit your skills 
and confidence level. 

Membership in a club not only 
gives you access to skill development, 
expertise and routes around the city 
and river valley, but some clubs have 
certified coaching and training pro- 
grams, fitness assessments and 
access to nutritional advice. Clubs 
usually offer discounts on store mer- 
chandise and opportunities for organ- 
ized cycling trips. Club membership 
also gets you Alberta Bicycle Associa- 
tion insurance and with some stores, 
access to the Tuesday Night Race 
series. 

The Tuesday Night Race series 
changed my approach to cycling—I 
ended up seriously getting into racing 
and eventually went to nationals. I 
certainly would not have been able to 
get there on my own. United Cycle 
offered me a considerable discount on 
a road bike | would not have other- 
wise been able to afford, and all I had 
to do was pimp their store by wearing 
their jersey. I considered that a bit of a 
downfall, as cycling fashion isn't real- 
ly my style. But I crashed a lot and 
getting wheels straightened out, 
cables repaired and stems replaced 
can gel expensive. United Cycle fixed 
my many wrecks quickly. But you 
don't have to go as far as racing, of 
course. All clubs have a recreation- 
focused aspect, though some clubs 
pul more emphasis on racing. 

Even if you don’t race, having 
‘insurance while riding your bike is a 
good thing. Members of affiliated 
clubs are insured while participating 
'n club events, which was a blessing 
for Karen Martins. “I collided head on 
with another rider on a Wednesday 
night Hardcore club ride. 1 broke both 
wrists, got a concussion and J was 
‘aken to the hospital by ambulance. 1 
4/So smashed four teeth and had to 
8el them fixed.” She still bears the 
white sear on her jaw, but her bank 
account hardly felt the hit—club insur- 
ance covered the costs. 

Riding with others is not without 
ee Being in a pack of riders, you 
“ave to depend on their responsibility 
® cyclist and on your skills. I suf- 
‘ted the first of three concussions 
‘iter a Tuesday Night Race series cri- 
crlum When another rider decided to 


as 


walk his bike across the course as | 
Was coming around the comer at 48 
km per hour. I slammed into his rear 
wheel, cartwheeled into the air and 
landed on my head. I actually felt my 
helmet smoosh into the back of my 
brain. But there is no better place to 
learn those skills than with others 
who can teach you. 


DESPITE THESE MISHAPS, riding with a 
club will likely provide you with more 
positive experiences than negative 
ones, especially in mountain biking. 
The intricate 200-plus km of single 
track trails in Edmonton's river valley 
May remain mostly unexplored if you 
don’t have the opportunity to follow 
experienced riders. Mountain biking 
can be especially difficult to learn if 
you're out there on your own, but by 
watching others and getting pushed 
by them, you learn more skills in less 
time. 

A fun way to hone your habit is at 
the Hardcore Fat Tire Tuesdays. Every 
Tuesday from May 13 to Jul 8 (exclud- 
ing Jul 1), you can test your grit at Ter- 
willegar Park. You may want to do 
this if you like beer, since that’s what 
the winner gets, among other prizes. 
The cost is a mere $5 per race or $25 
for the series. 

If you're just getting into riding, 
don't do it all by yourself. You'll save 
serious time, frustration and even 
money if you hook-up with a club 
while you're learning, and even after 
you've been doing it for a while. Be it 
social, familiarization with the sport 
and city, or hardcore racing, there are 
plenty of clubs in Edmonton that can 
fit your needs. v 
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Stay | AT A BELLSTAR RESORT” 
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Where a Rocky Mountain retreat meets a first-class hotel. 
Canmore’s newest condo-resort opens June 1, 2008. 
Llegant Suites, 


slate fireplaces, spa-like bathrooms, pool and hat tub 


Special Introductory Rates 

Soak in breathtaking views of the Rocky 
Mountains from your spacious suite or hotel 
room and bask in all the luxurious details 
Book before June 1st to enjoy special 
introductory rates, 


1.Bedroom Suite from $185" 
Hotel Suite from $119° 


BLACI 


MOUNTAIN 


TONE 
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— 


Developed by ASSured 


1.888.830.8883 www.blackstonecanmore.ca 


* 


Tell us where you mix, mingle and play 
and you could win $2500 


r the best stories, photos and videos 
nmer activitiog® Show us where you mix 
iaeplay 7 Edmonton and Calgary and yc 
wit CS Winners will be featured 1 
@e August issue of City Spice See contest details 
gniine at TravelAlbertaLive.com/cityspice 


TravelAlbertaLive.com 
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ADAM SMITH / adamsmith@yueweekly.com 


y paddling partners and | 
had engaged in debacles in 
the past. We were no 


strangers to the flowing water or the 
open fields of blue that saturate some 
of southern Alberta's dipping plains 
But when we decided to take on the 
Kootenay River, we got more than 
we bargained for 

Our river bound canoe trips tend to be 
haphazardly planned forays onto slow 
flowing, murky rivers of warm, inviting 
currents. Places like the Milk River, 
where we drank what seemed like thou- 
of beers under huge blue skies 
that burned our pasty skin and fuelled 
our satiable taste for vitamin P, the finest 


sand 


beer Lethbridge ever produced, 

Trips like these were far from 
uneventful. | can remember waiting 
a second or third canoe of our 
party to catch up only to see full cans 
f beer and other supplies bobbing 

n the river, preceding an over- 

j e. These were the forma- 
for this more ambitious 
> training days 

still intended to bask and drink 
r the spring sun, but we knew 
this trip was an upped ante; we were 
also going to be challenged. The 
ng run-off would almost be in full 


An. 


yumey, they 


We-ptitur south.and west of Lake 


Louise, just east of Radium. To get 


2 KOOTENAY 
RIVER 


there, you drive south on Highway 93 
24 kilometres from the Kootenay 
Crossing by Lake Louise, then take a 
left on Stettler Road, passing over a 
bridge that makes an excellent start 
ing point. Where the river curls 
beneath the bridge is the first rapid, 


and it’s said to be a good example of 


what follows on the two to three day 
journey. An acid test 

After dropping’a vehicle at our first 
night’s spot, on a wide-open natural 
site, low lying along the river, we 
packed the canoes and set off. At the 
first sample of fast water we rallied 
and pulled out, but as we looked back 
the comic tragedy began to unfold 
Sealed up garbage bags were quickly 
passing around the corner, our friends 
in the other canoe had already gone 
over. Nonsensically | jumped and use- 
lessly attempted to pull them aside. 
For some ridiculous reason I jumped 
out with my paddle in hand, and in 
the ensuing confusion, it went its own 
way and so did one of my shoes 


A FEW SUPPLIES DOWN and a ways 


down the river, we sorted things out 


and set off again. The guys who spent 
time in the frigid water were a little 
shaken up but we pushed on. The 
water was fast as we curled in and 
out of massive canyons, surrounded 
by huge pines and spruce, flanked by 
the huge grey, white-topped moun- 
tains of the Rockies. 

Looking into the other chaps’ 
eyes, I could see fear; confidence 
had faded and they were having a 
hard time warming up. My partner 
and I joked about our prowess, slyly 
navigating the waters with one pad- 
dle and a big stick. There was no 
time for beer here, we were over- 
coming adversity! 

A short while later, too short to 
admit perhaps, we passed the epic 
spot where our trip would change 
Once again, with one paddle and a 
stick, we hammered through a place 
called Horseshoe Canyon. At one 
tricky twist, we were pulled into 
intense whitewater, barely coming 
out on top. We pulled to the side to 
make sure our friends made it 
through. They didn’t 

We waited for some time, and as our 
concern grew, we saw a bag float by, 
and then, all at once, came everything, 
the canoe was first, upside down, mov- 
ing fast, twisting in circles and skipping 
off rocks, and behind two bodies thrash 
ing about trying to get to shore, there 
were supplies all over, gonzo for sure. 


We watched helplessly as the bodies 
went over the rapids. Completely unpre- 
pared, we heard people yelling from the 
top of the canyon, we didn’t know what 
to do so we set after our friends in the 
canoe. A few hundred meters down the 
river we found them, freezing and a little 
beat up, huddled along the shore of our 
treacherous nemesis. 


WE HAD COME UNFURLED. the Kootenay 


River had dismantled us, leaving us feel- 
ing inexperienced, cold and, worse, we 
were down one canoe. This patch of 
river was rather isolated, and we doubt- 
ed seeing anyone who could give us a 
hand transporting our party down- 
stream to where we had parked our 
vehicle and other supplies. The point 
was moot anyways, as Cory, the coldest 
of the swimmers, refused to enter a 
canoe again, GPS in hand they set off 
towards the road, “that should be 
straight in this direction.” We had to 
continue, to get to the vehicle and drive 
back to pick them up, if we survived! 

Some gentle hand guided us along, 
and we somehow made it the rest of 
the way, and then made contact on 
our two-way radios and were able to 
backtrack over the bridge we put in at 
to the road on the other side of the 
water, where with much luck; they 
were actually waiting. 

On the way, we stopped at the 
canyon where the people had been 


yelling to let them know we wet 
right. The group had been rath 
stirred up by the scene; they ! 
come to the spot commemoralin 
friend who had passed away 11 th 
river at the canyon. It was a sure 
moment. The folks poured us drni 
and fed us outrageously, they 
deep-fried a turkey. We wer 
informed that our canoe had beel 
pulled out by some park warden 
we were provided with coord 
downriver. 

The following day, we hooke« \) 
with some rafters who shuttled us ‘ 
to the canoe, it was a little beal 
still a floater. We retrieved the 
and set up camp at our original hall 
point, conceding tothe river gods 

To this day, Cory, the worst bea' 
and coldest of the crew, has 4 P!' 
stink-eye; of fear and of indigne! 
being so defeated. We spent our !@5''° 
days with a white flag flapping * 
campsite, joyriding on the dry dirt ' 
of the area, visiting the Whitesw 
springs, and chasing cattle on !0° 

The Kootenay River reall) © 
beautiful treat; graded as Class |" 
lll, it has waves of moderate 0 ' 
difficulty, and scouting might D° 
essary, but the scenery is astoun®”* 
and for more prepared and ¢*?"" 
enced boaters, it's a must see |°" 
especially with a dip at the hots?" 
to top it off. v 
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IF YOUR PASSIONS INCLUDE COOKING, EATING AND/oR 
TRAVELLING, THEN YOU MUST CONSIDER TAKING ONE 
OF OUR POPULAR COOKING HOLIDAYS! 
‘a avert Wad 4 ee = 
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[HESE ARE JUST SOME OF THE GREAT TOURS WE OFFER 
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TREK ESCAPE! T | 
8412 109 Street Edmonton ‘ 
024 Email edmantendirekescapes.co escapes 
I 
\j 


trekescapes.com 


Where Opportumty Awasts 


he opportunities are endless for outdoor 

enthusiasts in Parkland County. With some 
of the most scenic areas in the entire province, 
you have something for everyone — hikers, 
campers, golfers, boaters, swimmers, bird lovers 
and more. Parkland County boasts some of the best golf courses in 
the province, numerous lakes and beaches, and the incredible North 
Saskatchewan River, providing a wide array of activities that the 
whole family can enjoy. 


CARVEL GENERAL STORE * DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDENS * 
~ INSPIRED MARKET GARDENS © GET HOOKED FISHING ADVENTURES 


4 Take a drive out to our amazing County 


o' and experience it first-hand. 


LS We guarantee you won't be disappointed! 


Parkland County Centre 

53109A SH. 779, Parkland County, AB T7Z 1RI 

Tel: 780-968-8888 Fax: 780-968-8413 P ARKLAND 
Toll Free: 1-888-880-0858 


www.parklandcounty.com 
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DUNN / bryendunn@vueweekly.com 
. ff-season travel is much pre- 
ferred to fighting the mass of 
‘ summer tourists in Europe, so 
_ | ny first visit to the Istrian coast of 


tational adventurers is that connec- 
: ia are not the greatest, which meant 
| wriving into Venice, Italy, gave me my 
irst opportunity to view much of the 
sountryside through jet-lagged eyes. 
) larrived at the Adriatic seaside 
‘town of Porec where I spent my first 
evening wandering along the medieval 
sobblestone streets, popping into a 
souple of the local pubs for a bottle of 
“pivo.” The next morning I arose and 
‘began my cycling journey along the 
|/ oastline and up into the hillside sur- 
“ounding villages. I set off with a trail 
j nap indicating that the route I chose 
| was approximately. 45 kilometres 


My next destination was Motovun, a 
'|walled 13th century former fortress 
nearly 300 metres above sea level and 
45 kilometres inland. This was one of 
'|the most thrilling rides | have ever 
|taken, as | gradually climbed my way 
{through the mountain ranges, eventu- 
lally reaching the highest peak and 
jenjoying ‘the spectacular view of 
Motovun touching the skyline beyond 
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Biking and kaya 


= (CROATIA 


From there | descended non-stop for 
six km back down the other side, 
reaching speeds of nearly 50 km an 
hour, but soon realized I had my great- 
est challenge ahead of me. 

As | approached the towering town 
above, I was advised that | could 


catch a lift with one of the local van 
shuttles. Instead, | chose to ride 
straight up the daunting two-km 
roadway. As | approached the walled 
entrance and peered down over the 
landscape below, | felt a sense of real 
accomplishment. | checked into the 
Kastel Hotel, the only one in town, 
which is surprisingly modern and 
artistic. | later found out this town of 
600 inhabitants has been hosting an 


Away From Home” 


4220 ~ 4th Avenue, 
Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 12 
Toll Free: 1-800 - 661-0454 
Telephone: (867) 667-2527 
Fax: (867) 668-7643 
www. yukoninn.com 
info@yukoninn.com 
=~ i 
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Newly renovated, fully air-conditioned. Kitchenettes & jacuzzi suites available. 
High speed internet access and fridges in all rooms. 
Great food in Legends Smokehouse & Grill. 
Relax in the Fireweed Cabin, our upstairs lounge. 
Watch your favorite sport, play pool or listen to karaoke in the downstairs bar, the Boiler Room. 


Meeting & conference facilities. 


Large parking lot, guest laundry, complimentary coffee/tea, irons/boards and cable TV. 


Guest computer room. 


Our friendly staff will make you feel right at home. 
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international film festival for the past 
several years, likely indicating the 
reason behind the trendy vibe nestled 
within history. 

The next morning I made my way 
to my final cycling destination of Rov- 
inj, approximately 60 km back toward 
the coast. As | approached I saw the 
standard church steeple on the hori- 
zon, high above the bustling harbour 
below. The town market was brim- 
ming with the daily dealings of the 
locals, 1 decided to follow the coast- 
line around town, park the bike and 
trek around discovering the contrasts 
and beauty between the old and new 
parts of town. 


AS MY CYCLING TOUR ended, 1 looked 


forward to the kayaking portion of my 
journey. Leaving Istria and heading 
south approximately 500 km along 
the Dalmatian coast was an absolute- 
ly awe-inspiring drive, as the roads 
veered through the mountain ranges 
by way of five-km tunnels hugging the 
cliff side at each imposing turn. 

My destination was Trogir, situated 
midway between Istria and Dubrovnik, 


The Croatian connection 


Don't expect to fly straight to Istria. The 
closest intemational airports are Venice 
(Italy) and Zagreb. Split has commuter 
flights from Germany and other parts of 
Europe. Pula in Istria is now accessible 
via Stansted airport in England (60 min- 
utes from Heathrow/Glasgow). There are 
various other regional airports along the 
Croatian coast, but it's just as easy to 
grab the train or bus, each offering fre- 
quent service and great connections. 
six-hour train ride is approximately $20. 
Accommodations, meals, drinks and 
bike/kayak rental can be had for under 
$100 a day. One Canadian dollar is 
equivalent to about 5 Kuna. The word 
“Kuna” means marten, a weasel-like 
animal whose fur Croats used for pay- 
ment many centuries ago. 


and a well-known area for water acii\ 
ities such as boating, kayaking and 
diving. Kayaking amongst the | 85 
known islands just off the coast was 
one of the most memorable aspects o/ 
my travels. Looking up from sea level 
at the roadways winding through th 
mountains made me marvel at hoy, 
diverse this landscape actually i 
Apparently these waters are a haven 
for divers in search of lost wreckage 
and spectacular barrier reefs. The 
expansive natural composition of th 
land lends Croatia to an abundan 
other adventure opportunities such « 
rock climbing, hang gliding and wind 
surfing. 

The last day of my adventure wa 
spent exploring the port city of Split 
the second largest after the capital of 
Zagreb. As | laid down for my final 
night abroad, I contemplated what 
done over the past seven days. | 4 
travelled thousands of kilometre 
various modes of transportation in 
foreign lands where English is not the 
primary language, thoroughly enjo) 
ing every minute of it. vw 


‘Check out crdstatnuristpenterco” of 
finderoatia.com for more details on \'2\ 
el, local adventures and more. v 
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* Round trip airfare fromEdmonton 
4 orCalgary to Whitehorse with 


accommodation for two nights 


* PER PERSON, BASED ON DOUBLE OCCUPANCY. PLUS APPLICABLE FEES AND TAXES, 
OPTION TO ADD ON A 3RD NIGHT. FOR TRAVEL BETWEEN JUNE 4 ~ AUGUST 25, 2008, 


0 DOOK, contact your iocalt 


travel agent, or call Air North at; 


1.800.661.0407 
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‘Add-on... Dawson City: 
Visit historic Dawson City. 


Add-on... Skagway, Alaska: 


Ride the famous White Pass & 
Yukon Route Railway 


abn $318° from $425" 


www.lourwhilehorse.:om 


wonw.visitwhiteherse.con 
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Scenic Interpretive Cruises to Spirit Island 
View Restaurant + Boat Rentals « Shuttle Service - Guided Fishing - Hiking | 


‘Book In Advance! Make reservations before you leave Jasper 
Jasper Townsite a Office - 616 Patricia Street | 


780.852.3370 - 1.866. maligne - malignelake. com q 


(Online reservations available) 


WICKED FOOD 


> 957 OF OUR CUSTOMERS AGREE: 


The best views of Jasper & the = a | eee ‘we a 
heart of the Canadian Rotkies ; HIS PLAC IS i KING ‘\\ FSOME 
* Scenic aerial tramway tours 
* Licensed family restaurant 

* Family hiking in the high alpine 


JASPER 
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Supefior-grade & 
rustic wilderness 


—* 
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* Unique, convenient and affordable services that guarantee reliable 
transportation to and from the Edmonton International Airport. 


te haspee | Kananaskis 
reok | Rampart Creek | Castle Mountam 
wek | Athabasca Falls | Maligre Canyon 
ith Cavell | Yoho National Park 


Reservations: www.hihostels.ca 


“CONTRAL JASPER LOCATION ADJACENT TO TOTEM'S SPORT SHOP 

AOTARVEDY OF RESTAURANTS NEAREY CLOSE TO EQUIPMENT BENTAL SHOPS FOR 
(CINE, CLINE, FISHING, AND CAMPING. 

“(APA GEORGE'S RESTAMRANT AND THE DEG DOG RAR & GRILL OM THE HOTEL 


*COMPUMDITART PASSES TO THE LOCAL MIUATIC CENTRE {THREE BLOCKS AWAY) “i 
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On the water or atop the throne, Maligne Lake marve\: 


DAVE BUCHANAN / daveb@vueweekly.com 
"T= recently built biffy at Fisher- 
man’s Bay-Campground on 
Maligne Lake is a gem, as far 
as outhouses go—an architectural 
marvel of sanitary form and function. 
This open-air throne is perched atop a 
raised platform, which sits, as dis- 
creetly as it can, over a huge plastic 
vat. Up the sturdy steps and there you 
are, in the driver's seat, with a fine 
prospect of the mountains, a quiet, 
contemplative place to gather your 
‘Whgwshts and maybe glimpse some 
wildlife. 
Tt’s a testament to just how 
enchanting a Maligne Lake canoe 
p can be: even the shitters are 
sublime. 

Our only concem preparing for the 
ip last July was how our young boys, 
ges four and six, would fare. How 
ong would they be content squastied 
n the boat with all our gear? Would our 
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rambunctious four-year-old try to 
dance a jig in the canoe? How many 
pee breaks would we be forced to 
make? We'd taken the boys on short 
paddles, of an hour at most, but this 
was a three-day trip to a remote moun- 
tain lake. Were we crazy to try this? 

In the canoe, the novelty of actual 
paddling lasted for a good 10 min- 
utes. But the simple thrill of the 
water, and the scenery, had legs. 
Our kids dangled hands in the 
water, splashed each other and 
spotted fish and animals, both real 
and imaginary. Turning their gaze 
skyward, the boys noticed that the 
mountain peaks were in need of 
naming, so they were christened as 
we went along—Teapot Mountain 
and Skateboard Peak. 
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Within minutes of landing at the 
campground, our boys had made fast 
friends with a couple of other kids, 
and in no time they were off exploring 
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secret Indian trails, skipping stones 
and poking sticks into the campfire. 
And there was always the outhouse, 
an endless source of fascination for 
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season pass deals at rabbithill.com 
OPENING IN F4IAY 
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all. Kids and adults alike pre 
they had to pee just so they 
climb up and take in the view 


OF COURSE, Canoe tripping alm 
always offers a kinder, frie; 
more laidback camping vib 
conventional car campin 
firepits and eating areas are comm 
nal; the one fishing rod is shared hy 
all the kids; and everyone's su 
whistle loudly when approaching th 
unisex outhouse. It’s as if the vulne; 
bility of being in the backcount; 
makes us want to be a little more ciyj 
with each other. 

For all its magic, there is one small 
drawback to paddling Maligne. |! 
tour boats on the lake. These are the 
only motorized boats permitted, tru 
but they travel down to Spirit Island 
just past Fisherman's Bay, and | 
the boat launch, pretty much all 
long. The lake is wide enough iha 
canoes can keep their distan: 
somehow the hum of the motor 
the bump of its wake always mana 
to find a canoe. 

But this is a quibble, give) |! 
many wonders of Maligne Lak« 
in case you're wondering, you ca! 
see or hear the tour boats from (| 
outhouse. v 
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tel 451.8131 
12039 — 127 Street 
www.edmontonyogastudio.co” 
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TRAIL FIX 
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5 OBB) BARBARICH 
obhi@yueweekly.com 


Need a fix of the outdoors? Whether your trails be 
single-track, paved roads or they lead you to water, 
Trail Fix brings you info about upcoming adventure 
events of all persuasions. A little like the excitement 
of yummy trait mix with Smarties and cashews, and 
0 nasty raisin stems: 


G00 CAUSES, GOOD KARMA ON WHEELS 

June is Bike Month so it’s a good time to pedal for a 
cause. The Sears National Kids Cancer Ride (nation- 
alkidscancerride.com) is the largest charity cycling 
event in the world. Cyclists ride a total of 7600 kilo- 
metres from Vancouver to Halifax in 19 days to raise 
money for child cancer charities. The tour stops here 
Jun 4. if you want to get involved, the local event 
starts at § am at Sears in West Edmonton Mall. 
Syelists will ride a city loop of either 25 or 100 km, 
and be rewarded with some swag and a warm heart. 
_ Keeping good karma going, the Edmonton MS 
Society runs the largest bike tour in Canada with 
over 1700 cyclists. On Jun 7 and 8, the tour takes the 
high road from Leduc to Camrose, over 150 km. Each 
participant must raise at least $250 to help the soci- 
aty reach its $1.4 million goal. | rode in the tour a 
few years ago as a support cyclist and ! remember 
some particularly good cookies at the numerous 
snack stops. So if you like cycling, eating and asking - 
people for money, the MS tour is a’cockle-warming 
way to spend the weekend. If the road isn't your 
style, the MS Society also runs a 90-km mountain 
bike tour in Hinton on Sep 6 and 7. 


MOUNTAIN BIKING BETES 

'f you're a girl looking for some mountain biking skill 
‘evelopment, head to Calgary on Jun 20. From 4 to 9 
om, Natasha Lackey of Bettygohard will guide you 
through the Calgary Olympic Park trails. The cost is 


$16 and includes your pass, prize draws, discounted 
bike rental and better yet, specials in the lounge. | 
met Natasha earlier this year for one of her snow- 
boarding camps. She's nothing short of awesome. 


ABIGWILD WORLD 

The Big Wild, a campaign founded by CPAWS and 
MEC, aims to keep at least half of Canada’s public 
lands and waters wild forever. You may have seen 
campers, paddlers and portagers around the Strath- 
cona Farmers Market on May 10 wearing their gear 
and carrying canoes-and kayaks. They weren't lost 
They were trying to raise awareness about the Big 
Wild by getting urbanites to pay attention to the 
wilderness within their city. You may also notice 
urban campers in the St Albert Trail traffic circle on 
May 22. They'll be trying to illustrate what it would 
be like if our wild places continue to be ravaged by 
development. If you think camping in traffic circles 
would suck, perhaps you'll want to support the Big 
Wild by attending the launch party on Fri, May 23 
and finding out how you can take part in the Big 
Wild Challenge. There will be entertainment by 
singer-songwriters Karla Anderson and Bob Jahrig, 
and a visual tour of Alberta's wilderness via Robin 
and Marian White's photographs. More info at 
cpawsnab.org or thebigwild.org. 


FLOAT YOUR BOAT 
If you'd rather paddle your boat-in the water than 
carry it over cement, consider checking out the 
Northwest Voyageurs. From April through October, 
the Northwest Voyageurs Ganoe and Kayak Club 
maintains an’extensive paddling schedule, with up 
to three different trips on every weekend. Trips range 
from languid river floats to raging white water raft- 
ing. They have a fleet of rental boats available to 
members. If you're interested in learning-more, you 
could pop into their open house at the John Janzen 
Nature Centre on May 28 at 7-30 pm 

Stay tuned each month for your regular Fix. If you 
have any adventure events you want pimped, send me 
an email. But no stems, please. Just juicy raisins. w 
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CANADA'S LARGEST CXBL APPROVED 
INDOOR PAINTBALL FACILITY. 


40000 SQUARE FEET! 
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¢ CXBL Inflatible Field 
and Modular Building 
Structures 
¢ 64 lighting scenarios 
Simulated Fog & Lighting 
¢ Book your next Corporate 
Event, Team Building, Stag, 
Stagette, Birthday or Get Together! 


MORINVILLE PAINTBALL 
& TRAINING FACILITY 


9704-90 AVE ¢ (780) 939-0141 
MORINVILLE, AB ¢ T8R 1K7 
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Shadowy Men: the Pixies of comedy do their reunion tour | 


THE ELEPHANT MAN / 43. [| es 
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THE KIDS IN THE HALL ARE BACK WITH NEW MATERIAL, AND HOPEFULLY BIGGER THAN EVER BEFORt 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweokly.com 

f the Kids in the Hall were a 
| they‘d be the Pixies: greatly 

underappreciated in their time, but 
given a second, much bigger, breath 
of life in recent years. 

It’s been more than a decade since 
the funnyman collective’s TV show 
aired its final episode, but they've hit 
the road again for a second post- 
show tour. Only this time, it’s not a 
“best of” setlist: it's an evening of 

rand-new sketch comedy. 

“I! think when a rock group goes 
and performs—like an old rock group, 
let's say—I think it’s more exciting for 
them if they're selling a new album, 
and that’s what the tour’s for,” Kevin 
McDonald explains in a surprisingly 
deep voice, given the high-pitched 
characters he's known for playing. “In 
a way, this is our new album. But the 
album is the show itself.” 

The Kids would be an “old rock 
group,” if anything: the youngest 
member of the troupe (Dave Foley) is 
a now a tender 45. They all have post- 


~ 
Psyche out: 
° 
PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 
ide effects aren't always a bad 
S thing: the intended outcome of 
an action can often end up 
ned by the unintentional extra 
s that just happen naturally. 
Sarah Van Tassel found this out a few 
years back; the reason she’s involved 
with theatre at all is because of a pure 
soincidence 
| was in a film class, and my pro- 
or said that I’m a horrible public 
ker,” she laughs. “He told me to 


per 


spe 
go take this drama class. From there, I 
just fell in love.” 

Now, zooming ahead a few years 


KITH careers, which overlap on occa- 
sion, but everyone's well removed 
from the show that started them 
down the path to success. 

Or that’s how it was until 2000, when 
McDonald, Foley, Bruce McCulloch, 
Scott Thompson and Mark McKinney 
dusted off their favourite sketches and 
took them on the road. That “best-of” 
skit set turned out to be a wildly suc- 
cessful tour, prompting a live DVD and 
this, their "Live As We'll Ever Be” tour. 

Despite the success of their first 
reunion show, none of the Kids were 
thrilled about touting the same old 
sketches around the continent again. 
New scenes were crafted: some gave 
classic characters a second life, but all 
were freshly devised. The Kids wrote 
like in the pre-televised, club act days. 

“Some of us brought scripts, some 
of us brought ideas, and we'd act out 
the ideas in a rehearsal process, and 
improvise it until we get it right. That 
was weird,” McDonald admits. “We 
hadn't done that for 20 years. But the 
second we started, it seemed like it 
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and one Bachelor of Arts degree, Van 
Tassel’s in the director's chair, ready 
to reveal her production of Sarah 
Kane's Crave. 

The penultimate work in Kane's 
dark catalogue, Crave pins four dis- 
jointed monologues together into a 
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was just like yesterday again, and it 
came quite naturally.” 

Now, at the approximate halfway 
point on their North American tour, 
the new material’s been sitting fine 
with old fans as well 

“We were worried about that, but 
the audience seems to be liking it.” He 
says. “Nobody's yelling out old 
favourites like ‘Stairway to Heaven’ or 
anything.” 


THOUGH THE TROUPE never officially 
disbanded, the generally panned 
reception of their feature length film, 
Brain Candy, sent them off exploring 
other, non-Kids-related endeavours. 
“We worked so hard on [Brain 
Candy}. We were proud of it, and it 
just bombed,” McDonald explains. “So 
things fizzled out, and there [was] a 


Van Tassel hopes to push 


fractured, poetic portrait of the human 
psyche, straining to cope with its own 
desires, longings and damaged mem- 
ories. Van Tassel found a fondness for 
the play after coming across it in 
school, drawn to its experimental 
structure 

"“(Kane’s] breaking down form, and 
she’s really challenging her audience 
to try something new with her theatre,” 
she explains. “I love that. I just love 
what she did with her last two plays.” 


LIKE KANE'S final work, 4.48 
Psychosis, Crave is a barren script, 
devoid of stage directions, focusing 


strange, anticlimactic taste in our 
mouths ... We never split up, but for a 
few years, we never had any plans to 
get back together—though we knew 
there was always a possibility.” 

McDonald found other gigs (as did 
the other Kids), appearing in sitcoms, 
voicing cartoons, even doing a couple of 
movies. Occasionally, paths would cross 
with a fellow Kid; McDonald recently 
wrote for and appeared on Bruce 
McCulloch's ABC show Carpoolers. 

But as the post-show years began 
to stack up, he could see the growing 
influence the Kids were gaining in 
their afterlife. 

“It was really the repeats that got us 
to our cult status, more than our first 
run,” McDonald says. “I started realiz- 
ing the power of the troupe, because 
every year as I did more shows, the 
reaction to me being a Kid in the Hall 
was getting greater and greater.” 

But the Kids were also getting 
older. 

“We were about a rock ‘n’ roll kind 
of energy, with our theme song and ... 


"he trails off. “I think we all wanted 
to be in rock bands more than come- 
dy troupes, but none of us could reali) 
play anything. So we're in our 40s 
[and] we're called the kids, the Kids ir 
the Hall, and we can’t be that youth 
ful, rock ‘n’ roll energy anymore 

Hence “Live As We'll Ever Be.” The 
title seems crafted to reflect the pr: 
ent; the Kid's acceptance of their lega- 
cy rather than the youthful rock 
roll aesthetic they used to convey. But 
then again, the tour’s going w 
enough to have them thinking abou! 
making this the day job again 

Armed with “plans to make plan 
after the tour—though they haven't 
settled on what those plans are to be 
exactly—they’re all ready to re- 
embrace the inner Kid that’s been lay 
ing dormant for years. 

“This [tour] has given us a shot 
the arm, as it were, and we kee; 
using the word ‘renaissanc¢ 
McDonald says. “We'd like this to be 
the beginning of something even big- 
ger than we've ever been." v 


some buttons with Crave 


strictly on language and rhythms. 
Outside of characters, there's no other 
clues to guide a director’s hand. But 
while far from a simple play, Van Tas- 
sel's found Crave to be a difficult yet 
rewarding project. 

“I love the rawness and the hon- 
esty of Crave. | think that especially 
when it’s done well, and the emo- 
tional connection is there, it just 
really speaks to the heart. And it 
really is just a challenge. I couldn’t 
imagine not doing it.” 

This run of Crave is more than just 
of her showing of a favourite Kane 
play; it’s also the premiere show of 


her own company, Guts & Guile pro- 
ductions. Looking at tackling mor 
experimental works, Van Tassel’s 
hoping there’s a little more room '" 
Edmonton’s theatre scene, to let he 
give audiences theatre with a some 
extra food for thought. 

“To me, theatre challenges its auc 
ence,” she says. “I really want peo?! 
to experience theatre in a more vis 
ceral way. I like to do shows, ane 
like to see shows that really conne 
to me personally. | find that we have 
some great theatre in Edmonton, 2"° 
maybe there’s a little niche in there 
that I can fit into as well.” v 
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pit stop between 


ry, a weekend visit to 

new appreciation in 
‘out-of-the way galleries. 

slaborator (and Vue's concur- 

fon columnist) Ted Kerr and 

e Red Deer Museum and 

was a Strange mixture of 

historic pioneer antiques, 

sellent, but small, permanent 

f Inuit art. The desk belonging 

{ mayor of Red Deer was there 

le), along with a comer of ordi- 

phs representing work from 

men’s Correctional Facility. 

iksy beaver-felt installation and 

a restored floor plan of a pioneer's single 

storey one bedroom were some of Ted's 

favourites, whife computer print outs of 

salon-style art were a shared fascination. 

Noted were the price tags on nearly every 

single item, listed at potentially just above 

cost, and this farmer's market value of art 

turned out to be a consistent theme 

throughout the rest of the day. 

A stroll dawn Ross Street in search of 
the Harris-Warke Gallery resutted in a 
perusal of a kitchen-gadgets/gift shop 
called Sunworks, which evidently held the 
gallery in the back of its store. Named after 
the owners of the building, who once ran 
the upstairs space as an arts venue, the 
Harris-Warke Gallery was certainly a beau- 
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tiful little area currently showcasing ceram- 
ic works by loca! artist Michele Dupas and 
poems by Glynis Wilson Boultbee. Minia- 
ture installations of playground dunes, void 
of children, played up the central theme of 
women who have chosen not to have chil- 
dren. Awkward, but a clear stance.taken 
against an issue that is perhaps still press- 
ing within this community, the works do 
modernize a tradition of folk narrative. 


a 


Popping our heads into the Allied Arts 
Council and Gallery across the street and 
in the back of a shopping centre, it was a 
slightly depressing space with little light 
and not enough art. On to Gallery IS, 
which held works by the likes of Vivienne 
Bennett and Ash Shumba, the gallery—or 
store—had a front display case that 
warded us off at first. But walking 
through, the backdoor of the gallery led 


~ Come What May 2008 
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fie Artsters is right there in Red Deer 


Us to the front door of The Velvet Olive, a 
tiny hole-in-the-wall bar and BBQ joint 
that was not surprisingly once owned by 
Harris and Warke. Rumoured to once be 
the almost gay bar, it has since been sold 
to be a seemingly high-end, but neigh- 
bourhood mixed-nuts on every table and 
prepare-your-own-burger-buns type of 
local gallery/bar/music venue 


BUT THE ULTIMATE destination was the 

Bilton Centre for Contemporary Art, a new 
Space dedicated to regional as well as 
national and international artists. Just 
north of the river and serendipitously miss: 

ing the turn-off back over the bridge, we 
found the gallery as it was just beginning 
to take down an exhibit by Ontario visual 
artist Sara Graham. New bright works of 
neon yellow and strong dark lines of recon- 
figured urban design cut a sharp traffic line 
all the way around the room. Opening just 
in the last year, this tiny contemporary art 
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| 
Space seemingly in the middle of nowhere | 
was suddenly filled by two carloads of,yisi- / 
tors taking a lunch break from the Alberta | 
Media Arts Alliance conference plus two 
Fandom walk-ins 
One of the small joys of galleries in the 
region is that you're usually the only one 
in the room. The rare exception falls on 
opening nights, but for the most part, we 
are spoiled in certain ways by the lack of 
security guar 
with the shuffle 5 eis 
vatenes tence sharec 
between you and the art, betweenao1 
and the gallery, and standing amids 
friends from both Edmonton and Calgary, 
inside the Bilton in Red Deer, the livec 
realization settled in that art only 
becomes a destination point for those 
who actually want it. w 


Amy Fung is also the author of praifigart 
sters.com 


Thurs, May 22, 4-7 PM ° 


The Nina Haggerty ~ 
Centre for the Arts 


s of classes at the Centre, including 


, drawing, painting, and yoga. 


ie (780) 474 = 761, 
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“Anderson’s Issue/d Paper dances between memory, forgetting 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychriste @veeweek!y.com 

f Yeast my belly just before my 

daughter was born. All I could 

see in my mind's eye was a sea 

of my belly on the floor,” Judy Ander- 
son laughs. 

Two dozen mounds rise gently from 
the gallery floor, both alien and earthy, 
formed by paper the colour and texture 
of hardened oatmeal or northern lake- 
side sand. Each mound has its own 
concern, one substance embedded in 
pulpy flesh, strewn on top and in an 
embracing circle around it. Some are 

the natural world: flower heads 
and herbs, seeds and shells, leaves and 
berries. Others are manmade—empty 
Tim Hortons cups, golf balls and pen- 
neg i more have a foot in both 
_ worlds: coffee beans and cigarette 
butts, partly given to us by sun and 
oil, transformed so we can alter the 
chemistry of our brains and bodies by 
taking them into ourselves. 


__ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 
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The resulting piece, “Looking 
Beyond,” has the pleading beauty of 
the aftermath of ritual. Without know- 
ing the origins of the mounds, a view- 


er still grasps the notion of fertility, 
and in it an implied wish for a future 
that has integrated the knowledge of 
the past—a future that remembers, 
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wholly and unambiguously, where it 
came from. 

In that, her mounds also speak to 
our final rest, earthworks that hold 
our bodies as we return to dust and 
dirt, renewing soil. Anderson’s inter- 
lopers from nature and industry 
become metaphors for our complex 
relationships with our surroundings, 
and capture tension between conflict- 
ing worlds and uses of land, between 
traditional First Nations interpreta- 
tions of landscape and industrial 
heedlessness. 

Sons and daughters inherit our 
errors, but they're also granted a lega- 
cy of wisdom from those who’ve 
moved through missteps, thoughtless- 
ness, and overt transgressions—if we 
remember how and why the present 
came to be. 


THESE ARE THE OLDEST works in 
Issue/d Paper, dating back four 
years. The rest of the show consists 
of recent mini-installations, multi- 
component pieces raised on plinths 
featuring Anderson's handmade 
paper boxes or splayed across a wall 
with her paper reinventions of 
fringed bags. 

“A friend told me my paper remind- 
ed her of rawhide,” Anderson 
explains. “Traditional Aboriginal con- 
tainers were made of rawhide, called 
‘parfleche’ from the French, because 
they turned away arrows. They could- 
n't penetrate. | wasn’t conscious of 
my paper mimicking rawhide, but | 
became aware, and it led here.” 

Anderson regards the two bodies of 
work as separate, but they're linked 
by memory as well as material—paper 
retains its own kind of memory, hold- 
ing shapes and impressions entrusted 
to it by the Regina-based artist. In 
“Looking Beyond,” it remembers her 


pregnancy, cycles of life and beyond, 
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while her containers hold memorie: 
that beat a closer rhythm. 

“| was working with specific emo 
tions around my life, and referencino 
Aboriginal culture and history ‘ 
Anderson explains. “They're pieces of 
me, but I also feel like I’m breaking 
silences.” 

Her containers anchor these di; 
plays, surrounded by Anderson's tak« 
on ledger paper and scatterings o} 
organic and manmade stuff that echo 
her mounds, integrated with family o: 
situational snapshots or riddled with 
holes suggesting absence. Each bay 
or box reflects on a personal situ: 
tion, but collars cultural factors crea! 
ing or abetting each issue. 

Ledgers are the original spread 
sheets, essential accounting tools 
a nation considered by its pillagers 
as a boundless factory and stor 
room to supply a corporation thal 
doubled as a government authority 
a scandalously unbalanced history : 
accounts we have yet to settle. | 
became a material for First Nation 
artists, replacing traditional hide i 
chronicling their lives and storie 
also lifted by occupiers of the land 
sometimes with decent intentions 
but often not. Several current Abo 
riginal and Metis artists reference \\ 
in their practices. 

“Ledger art has a strong but funn 
place in history, bridging traditional 
art and contemporary art,” Anderson 
states. “They held mnemonics for sto 
rytelling. These memories—some !'v 
buried, some I never knew, and somé 
are hidden in the boxes and bags 
Some I won't share.” W 


Elephant Man gets ugly 


MATTHEW HALLIDAY / mratthew@vueweekly.com 
here's ugly, and then there’s 
ugly. Joseph Merrick, aka The 
Elephant Man, was without 
question among the best known 
human examples of the latter, a man 
so completely deformed people found 
him painful just to look at. And yet, 
for a few brief years between 1887 
and his death in 1890, he became a 
celebrity in London high society— 
albeit one rarely glimpsed in public, 
since the extreme nature of his defor- 
mity ensured that he spent most of his 
time cloistered away in a private 
room in the Royal London Hospital. 
One of the big challenges with Mer- 
rick is, how do you make his ugliness 
so striking?” asks Michael Peng, the 
director of Studio Theatre's season- 
ending production of The Elephant Man, 
the Tony Award-winning play by 
Bernard Pomerance that brought Mer- 
rick back into the public eye in 1979. 
"How do you make it believable that 
this person was that difficult to look at? 
in 2008, we're constantly bombarded 
by strange and incredible things. What 
would the modern equivalent to Mer- 
rick be? It's hard to say.” 

In Merrick’s time, you had to go to 
a carnival sideshow to see something 
as strange and aberrant as an Ele- 
phant Man or even a Bearded Lady. 
(The first time Merrick met Frederick 
Treves, the London doctor who would 
care for him until his death, was at a 
sideshow.) But in our time, Peng 
believes, the sideshow has taken over 
our entire culture. 

“The internet's full of striking 
images of strange and wonderful and 
horrible things, we have reality TV, 
(hings like Body Worlds [the travelling 
exhibition of preserved, skinless 
human bodies that’s earned scorn 
‘rom critics who say it appeals to the 
same prurient instincts as a freak 
show]. Weird is everywhere.” 


STILL, IT'S HARD to imagine that peo- 
ple today, when confronted by a 
deformity as awful as Merrick’s, 
wouldn't react similary to those 19th 
: entury Brits—and Peng doesn’t let us 
off the hook by presenting a period 
piece chastising the uptight Victori- 
ans. Rather, he’s played with the 
Script slightly, removing the action 
‘rom the Victorian era and putting it 
‘nto an unspecified “neither here nor 
there” time frame. The 19th century 
dialogue is intact, pretty much, but 
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the costuming and stage design are 
much more contemporary. 

And, as in prior productions of 
Pomerance’s play, there isn’t any 
makeup used to convey Merrick’s dis- 
figurement. Instead, he'll be played by 
Frank Zotter with a garbled voice, a 
hunched posture, and not much else. 

“The great thing about the play,” 
says Peng, “one of its geniuses, is that 
Merrick is the blank slate, the 
metaphoric mirror that everyone's 
reflected in. No prosthetics and make- 
up help that, especially since there are 
very visceral reactions to the deformi- 
ty. It’s evoked by how people look at 
him, how much space they give him, 
but at no point is the audience able to 
see him as less than human, unless it’s 
through the eyes of another character.” 

As for the play’s other main charac- 
ter, Merrick’s personal physician Fred- 
erick Treves, he'll be played by local 
actor George Szilagyi, who won raves 
last season for his portrayal of a dif- 
ferent archetypal outsider, albeit a fic- 
tionalized one: Frankenstein's 
monster. In The Elephant Man, Szi- 
lagyi plays not the outcast but a man 
who couldn't be more of an insider— 
not that that’s necessarily easier. 

“We've mentioned Frankenstein in a 
couple of different ways,” says Peng. 
“George conveys an amazing journey 
as Treves. He has an assumption of 
what normality is, and that Victorian 
scientific ideal of normal and abnormal, 
which all falls away as Merrick dies and 
Treves has to deal with his own feel- 
ings. He sort of falls to pieces and has to 
put them back together again.” 

And in that, belives Peng, Treves 
represents us all. 

“] guess, I think, when we see a car 
accident for example, there’s a sense I 
shouldn’t be looking at that because 
it’s tragic. That's a similar experience 
when we see someone who doesn't fit 
our own standard of what's allowable 
physically. And not just physically, it 
happens when we see a drunk in the 
street or an extreme fundamentalist. 
‘I'm normal,’ we think. ‘He’s not.’ But 
it’s not so cut and dry, is it?” v 
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forgotten, in fa 
to his End of Time 
Project. it premiered in a WWII POW 
camp, where one if its inhabitants, 
olivier Messiaen, an eccentric, 
spiritual composer, wrote it. 
ae amazed Ross was that 
something so beautiful and other- 
worldly could arise from the despair 
and circumstances of a 


‘ta concentration. 
Ross. “It was a POW 
wful, but there was an 


probably treated the prisoners as 
well as they could.” 

They allowed Messiaen to create 
the work, which had begun with 
musical sketches of birdsongs writ- 
ten before his imprisonment. Messi- 
aen eventually lowered the tones 
and slowed the timing, but of 
course, birds don’t use the musical 
rhythms and tones we use, so a 
strange, mystical mix of sounds 
materialized, shaping both the piece, 
and its title. 

‘There's really a pun on ‘the end 
of time,” says Rass, who plays clar- 
inet, for which Messiaen wrote 
many of his birdsongs. "It means the 
end of musical time, and also the 
end of time that we live in.” 

The work's title was also part of the 
proclamation made by an apocalyptic 
angel from the Book of Revelations, 
and these words captured Messiaen’s 
extraordinary imagination, which was 
actually heightened by the difficult cir- 
cumstances in the camp. 


MESSIAEN WAS A SYNESTHETE, a 
rare condition that allowed him to 
literally hear sounds when he looked 
at colours and textures, and he was 
driven to transpose them into music. 
He chose a quartet for this particular 
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piece due to what was available at 
the time in the camp. 

“There happened to be a violinist, 
a clarinet player, and a cellist in the 
camp, so he wrote this piece for 
four players, with himself on piano,” 
says Ross. 

The work premiered on a cold 
January night in 1941, the prisoners 
and guards listening together. 
Between movements, Messiaen 
explained the music to them, 
descriptions that are now included 
in program notes whenever the 
work is performed. 

“But nobody ever reads the pro- 
grams,” says Ross. “I've played it in a 
concert setting and have always 
been aware it’s not all getting across 
to the audience.” 

Ross, who has progressed into a 
successful music career since he first 
heard the work years ago, has 
instead created a multimedia project 


AMERICAN PRICES! 


of Time is on Don Ross's side 


set in a POW camp, using dance, 
drama, lighting and video. “What 
we're trying to do is slow down the 
flow of information—and there's a 
lot of it—to make it more coherent 

“Hopefully people will get the feel- 
ing of who Messiaen was and under- 
stand his complex music, because 
each movement is completely differ- 
ent,” he continues. “It goes from 
really intense and almost frightening 
to really serene and floating.” 

Another key element of the work 
is that the musicians switch roles as 
soloists. That will be reflected in the 
multi-disciplinary aspect of Ross's 
The End of Time Project. 

“Sometimes the dance will be in 
the forefront, sometimes the video, 
or sometimes lighting design will be 
the first thing you notice—but quite 
often, it’s the music,” he explains. 
“Everything will flow back and forth, 
and there will be breaks from the 
music, so the audience will have 
time to digest everything.” w 
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~<. Save 25% onal the Globe and Mail bestsellers 


— 


Alexander Herman, 
Paul Matthews 
& Andrew Feindel 


Drop by for a chat with the 
authors of Kickstart, who 
interviewed 70 prominent 
Canadians about how 
they got started. 


Darkwoman: Kane’s | 
Psychosis fizzles =. 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 
here's dark, and then there's 
| pitch-black. And then there’s 
4.48 Psychosis 

Sarah Kane's final play is a light- 
less show, a no-hope drama about 
depression, suicide and unreachable 
love, first performed after the play- 
wright had taken her own life. It's 
about as gloomy as it sounds, and 
although Amy DeFelice’s production 
tries to illuminate some of the beauty 
in that blackness, it gets a little 
mixed up in the shadows. 

4.48 is a daunting, abstract piece; 
there are no characters written into 
the script, and no stage directions 
to help a director along as the text 
explores mental illness and chemi 
cal cures. To DeFelice’s credit, she 
attacks the script with gusto, cut 
ting it up into monologues, fleeting 
moments, emotionally drained 
characters and multi-media projec 
tions that anchor the script in sem 
blance of a sinking narrative 
journey downwards 

But her ambition occasionally 
Steps too far. The projections, for 
example, only work when they're 
kept simple: a few static images 
become backgrounds to reoccurring 
scenes, lending these moments a 
sense of place—saqmething the script 
alone is devoid of 

Problems begin to cast their shad 
ows when DeFeélice tries to give us 
more than we need. Beefing up the 
script with a series of images, count 
downs and videos projected onto a 
screen takes away from the raw 
power of Kane's words. Troubled as 
she was, Kane's strangely poetic 
descriptive abilities were in full 
force when writing 4.48 Psychosis, 
and the potent script gets numbed 
when it’s reduced to fuzzed-out 
video projections. Her words are 
strong enough that our imagination 
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UNTIL SAT, MAY 17 (0 PM) 


4.48 PSYCHOSIS 

DIRECTED BY AMY EFL 

WRITTEN BY SARAR KANE 

STARAING LOA GROVOLO, CLARIE ECKORD, 
MELSSATHINGELSTAD 

TRANSALA ABTS BARKS (0880-4 VE 15-18 
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can (and should) be left to grapple 
with their meanings. As is, projects 
are visually stimulating, yes, but the 
effect of the words themselves are 
weakened, and less affecting 


THE BEST ADDITIONS are live ones: a 


trail of frantically counted-out pills 
and chalk seribblings manage to 
highlight the downward spiral in 4.48 
Psychosis. And the cast does an 
admirable job taking the bleak script 
and infusing it with vitality 

In lieu of any defined characters 
the trio of actresses each tackle 
their assigned lines valiantly. Havty 
ing just three performers lets them 
all take a differing angle to the 
script, from Melissa Thingelstad’s 
stunned disbelief to Lora Brovold’s 
haunted weaknesses to Clarice Eck 
ford's defeated sadness. They're 
alone together on stage: as one 
delivers a monologue, the other 
two pull out chalk and scribble 
across floor, ard there's a practiced 
disconnect between the characters 
in the few scenes they do share 

But it just doesn’t cul deep 
enough; for all of the disaffected 
moments between characters, 
that emotion doesn't translate to 
connection across the stage in 
the audience. Projections suck us 
out of their human moments, 
away from the powerful words, 
and 4.48 Psychosis’s grim inner- 
struggle becomes an uphill battle 
on another front: affecting its 
audience. v 
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local author Dan Vyleta 


Hints of Graham 

Greene's The Third Man 

interpreted through the 
existential lens of Paul Auster 


put Vyleta in the same 


league as William Boyd. 


(780) 423-3487 
10702 Jasper Ave. 
www.audreys.ca 
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’ eel) Miniature artworks featuring 
» Tivough May 


Ave (482-2854) 
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cies. 1055 AGE 811) . 
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Seaman n 
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Nokomis 1018-82 Ave (295. 


‘Andel's artworks 


AND GALLERY 12419 
Wied 


weekends * COL- 

various artists 

BCS GALEN AND FHAMER ori oon Mal 70. 

MBSATZ) © bye artists; fundraiser for 

Youth Emergency 

ai Jas Etterpcise 1 
‘Mon-Sun ead 

‘Stewart © Until May 21 


Graham 
and Norman Yates ¢ Until 
js Ceara, May aT aia 


a 


Wallewein * Untit May 31 


“ARCOURT HOUSE 
Saar 


su ae 
ioe (433-5708) BURT OUR: — 
ey ta 


vt en Sn orp SHAPE SIO 


Noval Morisema Lads ot Lae testy 


111-85 St (465-6171) © 
‘Sam-Spm; @ Alberta Oil 

* Studio: Paintings by artists-in-tesidance * Through 

LemTume asym 8. ES» Mon-Fri 


peas Semm: Sat noon-Spm « WASTE. THE 
“ECT PROQUCT: Held in conjunction with the intemational 


z, ‘MASTERPIECES IN 
“by various artists * Until May 22 


Conference, Waste~The Social Context ¢ Until May 24 
THE LOFT GALLERY A.J. Ottowell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd. eee en PKS AAAS 

Spr: Sat an-Spn = Artworks by ans sons 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A 8440-112 St (407- 
Zea copa er St a 


MCPAG 5411-51 St. Stony Piain 

1 Sunt © GARDEN. 
Potter's Guild ® Until May 27 

MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM 5 Ste Albert 

US» PLAS OF THE TE ANATT Tec nas 

A OFTHE ETD 2 ha 

soe May 24-June Sin on Ars 

May 24 (1~4pm) 

FE eS a LERY (IRE 112 St (AS2085) = 

Tue-Sat 1 

Open ve Tah eee EXCURSIONS: Paintings by Phil 

PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY. 

7479) * ipa one Gannaaneas 

Artworks. ica Meson Stans © May 17June 11 © 

Sat, May 17 (24pm, artist in attendance 


Mon-Sat 
/ Works by 


PecTuRE Ts GALLERY 950 Drie Bid, Shervood Park (457~ 


MINIATURE Miniature artworks 


PORTAL ART GALLERY 83 702752 « Oe 
Fn 12; Sia 
ya rte a 


Renin sins All 
(erat ° eset tensa, amit An se 
pated af Pei Er _ St. Albert High 
unt . in ‘reat Heart: 
School ays May ae ist at Heart: 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LeMarchand Mansion, Suite 108, 
Main FI, 11523-100 Ave (426-4035) * Paintings by various 


Ee ees ols 
eae * Orientation Gallery: 40 FABULOUS 
iced Sc ea objects have been acquired 
were constructed * 


Dogaira aaleny . of 
ul ies of First Peoples’ history in west- 
Canada; ongoing eley * Natural Gallery: the 


reasures Creatures from the 
Depths of ‘Time and the Bid Gallery; ‘ongoing gallery * Onthe 
Architectural, sculptural and natural pieces of art * 

Government House: Public tours Sat and Sun and statutory 
hols (11am-4:30pm); ph 427-2281 info 


ST: ALBERT ARTWALK A ost Gal Boks on 
Perron, Cargo lames, Concept Jewellery. Camson , 
Gemport Profiles, St Thomas Catise House Gallery, Studio 
Gallary, Wares Until May 31 


ohare 10411-124 St. (780-488-3619) * Open Tue- 
Sat 10am-5pm * SNAPSHOTS: New mixed media paintings 
by Dick Der © Until May 27 


‘SMAP GALLERY 10309-97 St (423-1492) » Tue-Sat 12- 
fpr * Studio P NONE OF THE ABOVE: 

‘of A students, until 31e Le Mela alley, MAPS AND 
REMAINING GEOG! Prints by Shannon Collis, 
peels vi eye soci 
peerin © Artist talk and visual 
pinion Shannon Collis and Erik Waterkotte (at the U of A); 

time 


‘SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove 
(780-962-0664) * Artworks by Spruce Grove High School stu- 
dents * Until May 24 * Opening reception: 17 [ipm) 


Pe tee aarletbe St. Albert (460- 


cele Fri 1 y, Thu 12-8pm; Sat 10am- 
M* SHES Ste ‘STUBBLE AND SLOUGHS: Landscape paintings 


Pea hee © Until May 31 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1211-142 St (452-9100) * The 
GEEEE ! in Genome: lier oat May 19 © MUMMIES: Secrets 
Spar fi Maun Zia The Alps 
aa a ‘Star Theatre: 
saoerg Brains on Bikes; 
Be el Mince in Motion: display; 
25 (12-4pm):# Pena athe May 31.June 1 
TOA 32 Sail ‘Open Tue-Sal 
10am-Spm; Thu 1 ING GRAIN: Woodworks 
by Michael Hosaluk aes © Until May 31 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 10416-82 Ave 432 
7979) © TWO ARTISTS TWO VISIONS: patos drawings 
by Paddy Lamb and sculptures by Horst Doll * Until May 31 


GALLERY 3rd Fl, Harcourt House, 10215-112 St (421- 
Henke Mon-Fri 10am-4pm; Sat 12-4pm * TRUE COLOURS: 
Ea tC reer Arr Hes © 


LITERARY 


AUDREY'S BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave (423-3487) # 
Launch of Batty Jane Hegerat’s new collection of short sto- 
ties, A Crack in the Wall; May 15 (7:30pm) * Meet 
Amare anes pel Matthews, and Andrew Feindel, 
Te zipm ) pear 

Strat . 

ua nema: Material Culture of the 
iieivan Monsen May 2 5 (2pm) 
‘AMIS CAFE Metro Room, 10349 Jasper Ave * 20th 
Anniversary launch of the literary journal, Other Voices 
© Thu, May 15 (7pm) * Free, donations welcome 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9524-76 Ave (459.5755) ° ay Siac 

opporti writers to a their work, exp! 

Aa opportunity for teard Wed every month * $5 (dona 
tion) 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave (437-9555) * 
Encouraging 


Wea reds Hing Cit rf debe ae oe peas 
i i 
bates ype 2nd Fri each month through to June 


2008 (8pm); $3 admission, first time free 


ple Hse -115 St* The Olive Reading Series: 
SS ets NRE ON 


Poetry, politics and discussian; 

poets © 2nd Tue each month (7pm) = 

Lasers ey Taverna, 10444 Whyte Ave, 

-ravingpoets.com * Hest Bot re ee of en 

poetry music fing Roa 

sapere sm ea re 

Hiabab gL 2 peapeneg 
morres The Alberta League Ercoureang Storytsling . 
Story Cafés: open mic opportunity * 1st every month; 


7-9pm; $$ 
‘STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY © Author 
entation: Daryt Fiche proven sides aed ee MSs 


Daneel pefeeteoe tone 1 1 
mail well 2008@9mailcom © xian sen vio 


Aiea teething * The 
Nich Le readi 
remy Sota 


LIVE COMEDY 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD Buffalo Showroom, 12454-153 St 
Meld * The Comedy Detour live featuring Daryl Makk, 
James Moore * Thu, May 22, 7pm (door), 8pm (show) 


230 

THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 

48] 6 Thu tp, 11 FiB Sop Satter 
nein pn 8» Aan 


oa Nor 1517 ° sy Foster: May 


eeediagie ube vada 8882-170 St 
(483-5999) * Open nightly Bom. Fri-Sat 10:30pm © Hit or 
Miss re a 9. John Caponera, Ryan Ash and 
ey Soloduka; May 18 * Date Night at The Comic 

Rule Dok May 20 © Lars Callieou, Kathleen McGee, and 
Kelly Dakus; Wed, May 21 * Judah Friedlander, Lars 
Califoous and Rk Bronson; May 22-25 


rin f= tr Mer 15m As tid Il Ever rae The Kids 
i Nes * Tickets availabl 
TicketMaster 45 pm ickats available at 


Teta siein iis Mall , 6606-137 Ave, 
wor Siaetawhayn Muon ts 
pm; a * Michael Kosta, 

& Trevor Buchanan; May 15-17 : Vda 


THEATRE 


BUDDY HOLLY'S BIRTHDAY BASH Jubilations Dinner 
Theatre, 8882-170 St (484-2424) * A re-imagining of Buddy's 
Barly days to to find the inspiration for such songs as “That'll 
Be the Day,” “It Doesn't Matter Anymore,” “Aave On” and to 

celebrate this musician's work * Until June 8 


CHIMPROV! Varscona Theatre, 10929-83 Ave (448-0695) « 
Long-form improvisational sketches performed by Rapid Fire 
Theatre's top improvisers * Every Sat (1ipm) except last Sat 
of each month until July 24 


COMPANY IN CONCERT Stanley A. Milner Library, 
Centennial Rm, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (780-443-0762) « 
Music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim ¢ Until May 16 
(7pm), May 17 {2pm} * $10 (door) 


CRAVE The Third Space Theatre, 11516-103 St * Guts and 
Guile Productions * Sarah Kane's deeply moving poatic py 
exploring the deconstruction of the human mind under the 
races of love, loss and longing * May 16-25 (Bpm); Tue- 

jat Bpm, Sun Zpm * $16 (adult)/$14 (student/senior} at TIX 
‘on the Square, door; Two-For-One Tue, May 20 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) « 
Improv soap opera every Mon (8pm) 


THE ELEPHANT MAN Timms Centre for the Arts at 112 St, 
87 Ave * By Bamard Pomerance, directed by Michael Peng, 
Studio Theatre * The story of a severely deformed man and 
the doctor who rescues him Until May 24 # $16-$20 
{adult)/$10-$15 (senior); Thu, May 22 (12: 0pm}. mat $12 
(adult//$11 (senior/$10 (student) at TIX on the Square 


END OF TIME Catalyst Theatre, 8529-103 St * Saint 
Crispin’s Chamber Ensemble’s multimedia performance of 
Olivier Messiaen’s piece composed in a prisonar of war 
camp. A reimagining of the premiere of this jocs that was. 
written and first performed in a German PO' in 1941 
* May 15-17 (8pm), May 18 (2pm) * $20 (adult 10 (stu- 
dent/senior/underemployed) at TIX on the Square, door 


4:48 PSYCHOSIS PCL Studio, TransAlta Arts Bams, 10330- 
in Ave * Trunk Theatre * During the final debilitating 
bout of depression that led to Sarah Kane's suicide, she 
awoke every moming at 4:48 am, the darkest hour, just 
before dawn and found @ moment of clari 4 iis May 17 
{Tue-Sat 8pm); May 17 (2pm) * $18 (adult) 

(student/senior) at TIX on the Square, door 


AIRE Citadel Shoctor Theatre, 9828-101A Ave (425-1820) * By 
Paul Ledoux and David Young, directed by James Macdonald, 
starring Ted Dykstra. A et story inspirod by the lives 
of Jerry Lee Lewis and list Jimmy The 
tale of two passion-driven men * Until May 18 


‘THE FULL MONTY Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 16615-109 Ave 
(483-4051) * Book by Terrence McNally, music and lyrics by 
David Yazbek. Six unemployed stee! workers, Pane to fet 
their lives back together, come up with a bold plan that will 
ultimately force them to face their fears and lose their er 
their clothes * Until June 22 * Buffet and show: 


tions...and 
$49-$79 


HEY LADIES! it! ae 124St* Theatre Pp id 

the ime show meets favourite 
Taio, cet eee 16 (8pm) * ‘So.at Ton the 

ee 420-1757, Theatre Network box-office at 453-2440 


ROMEO AND JULIET Alberta Avenue Community League, 
9710-118 Ave # Theatre Prospero, by William Shakespeare * 
Until May 16 {noon) * Tickots avatoble at 780-477-2773 oxt. 2 


SPRINGBOARDS—NEW PLAY FESTIVALThird Space, 
11516-102 St * Workshop West Theatre's readings by play- 
cars ft pan Dre ina cabaret-style setting Readings by 
Kerr, Kenneth Brown, Darrin Hagen, Elyne Quan, and 
an air Meet the playwrights, discuss the plays, and 
Pact pavwtet sean 2 poe 
lune 1 ° 
donation). Workshop West at 477-5955 to reserve 
THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Avo (448- 
0695) * Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre * Teams of impro- 
visers create sketches on the spat based on audience sug- 
gestions * Every Fri (I 1pm) * Tickets available by phone 


WHAT GIVES? AND REVENGE OF THE SOUTH SEA 
BUBBLE Varscona Theatra, 10329-83 Ave * Teatro la 
Quindicina * ene er en Peal Retr, 

20pm) . (student/sen- 
te ie sce Tue: Pay-What-You-Can; Sat 
matinees: $12 


WILLKOMMEN IN SPREEPARK Transalta Arts Barns, 

10330-84 Ave, ww.sprr Se er Soret a 
teenage into Spreepai 

oe Pwo ela a own The audi- 

a interacts with performers, jing East Berlin's pi. 

phenomenon * a ieetatt ife * May 22-24 « 

at Tix on the Square 420-1757, a Megatunes; = 

(pass for all three performances) 


FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAY 15, 2008 


1, Amos Garrett - Get Way Back (stony plain) 

2. Black Mountain - In The Future (scratch records) 

3. Van Morison -Keep It Simple (exile) 

4. The Black Keys - Attack & Release (nonesuch) 

5 The Breeders - Mountain Battles (4ad) 

6. Mudcrutch —- Mudcrutch (reprise) 

7. Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds — Dig!!! Lazarus Dig!!! (anti) 
8. Levon Helm - Dirt Farmer (vangaurd) 

9. Daniel Lanois - Here Is What Is (red floor) 

10. Danny Michel - Feather, Fur & Fin (bumt bun) 

11. Justin Townes Earle - The Good Life (bloodshot) 

12. KD Lang - Watershed (nonesuch) 

13. She & Him - Volume One (merge) 

14. The Racontours — Consolers Of The Lonely (warner) 

15, Atmosphere When Life Gives You Lemons You Paint That Shit Gold (tt:ymesayers) 
16. Nine Inch Nails - Ghosts 1-4 (nin) 

17. Duke Robillard - A Swingin Session With (stony plain) 
18. Witch - Paralyzed (tee pee) 

19. Robert Plant & Alison Krauss — Raising Sound (rounder) 
20. Sun Kil Moon — April (caldo verde) 

21. Boris - Smile (southern lord) 

22. Jeff Healy - Mess Of Blues (stony plain) 

23. The DODOS - Visiter (french kiss) 

24. Ann Vriend - When We Were Spies (fire escape) 

25. Cadence Weapon — After Party Babies (upper class) 
26. Samantha Schultz - Both Sides (samantha schultz) 

27. Radiohead —In Rainbows (tbd records) 

28. Corb Lund=Horse Soldier! Horse Soldier! (stony plain) 
29, Gnarls Barkley ~ The Odd Couple (downtown) 

30. The Sword - Gods Of The Earth (kemado) =~ 


THE BLACK ANGELS 


DIRECTIONS TO SEE A GHOST 


Following the success of the 
band's self-titled debut EP 
and the 2006 full-length 
“Passover” comes “Directions 
To See A Ghost" over seventy 
minutes in length and the 
band's mind-numbing 
psychedelic opus. DTSAG 
was brilliantly recorded by 
Passover's Erik Wofford at 
Cacophony Recording Studios in Austin, Texas. 


10355 V 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
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also the fun way, the way of unex- 


pected inspiration and of richer 
rewards. Sayles’ method of film- 


making strips the cloudiness and the 
confusion away from the term 
“independent.” His films are gen- 
uinely built from the ground up. 
Sometimes they're sublime, some- 
times they don’t entirely work, but 
they're always the real thing. 

Sayles and his producer Maggie 
Renzi have already spent months on 

# the road, going from one community 
to another, promoting Honeydripper, 
a drama set in Harmony, Alabama in 
1950, where, amidst news from Korea 
and perpetual tensions between the 

’ white and black side of the tracks, 
rhythm and blues is about to plug in 
and rock ‘n’ roll about to spill forth, 
sputtering its first earthly breaths. I 
spoke with Sayles and Renzi—an 
inspiring, imminently down-to-earth 
couple who've stuck it out as partners 
and collaborators for more than 30 
years—during their stop in Toronto. 
Renzi emphasized just how much 
they were depending on Honeydrip- 
per’s success to keep their spirits up 

> and keep them making movies in an 
increasingly difficult climate. 

“It was in 2004, right after Silver City 
was released and died a miserable 
death,” Renzi explains. “George Bush 
was back in for another four years. It 
was really a terrible low point for both 
of us and many of our countrymen. 
And instead of just saying, ‘That's it, 
we're not making any more movies, 
let's move to Canada,’ John said, ‘I 
have this idea about a guy who runs a 
club in the South in the ’50s, and he 
does anything he needs to do to save 
his club, and that means he’s got to 
move along.’ And | thought, he hasn't 

. given up. It’s a great thing to make a 
movie about a middle-aged man mov- 
ing along when you could be just 
brought to your knees, which is pretty 
well where we were.” 


THE CHARACTER IN QUESTION is 


Tyrone Purvis (Danny Glover), whose 
place of business—the Honeydripper 
music club of the title—is on its last 
legs. He’s in debt. He can't get liquor. 
The club across the way is draining 
Tyrone’s clientele with a louder, 
much cheaper source of entertain- 

"ment called the jukebox. He’s about 
to be forcibly taken over by some 
moneymen and the local, lazy, racist 
white sheriff isn’t about to help him 
out. His daughter is sick and his wife 
is fed up—sounds like a blues song, 
dpetn't it? 


|, SRyrereestiehassefew good musi- 


ohn Sayles has made 19 features 
over the last three decades, and 
‘he’s made them the hard way, 
hich in most cases is hopefully 


MAY 16, 18, 20:8 22 (9 PM) 
MAY 17, 19.8 21 (7 PM) 


HONEYDRIPPER 
WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY JOKN SAYLES 
STARRING DANNY GLOVER, GARY CLARK, 
CHARLES S DUTTON LSA GAY HAMILON 
METRO CINEMA SID 

wk 


DRAMA 


cians at his disposal, including him- 
self on piano, but their sound is rapid- 
ly becoming antique. Desperation 
pushes him to pour whatever funds 
he can raise into bringing in Guitar 
Slim, some dude in a flashy suit who 
plays some kinda amplified guitar. 
Tyrone’s hubris is his integrity, yet he’s 
not above trickery and theft to keep 
going. And there’s some story about 
his past that no one talks about, one 
that puts him in a very sinister light. It 
is among the film's greatest strengths 
that Tyrone is played by Glover, who 
wrangles all of these contradictions 
into a single living portrait of a no- 
longer-young man at the crossroads. 
“The genesis of the story really 
comes out of the music,” Sayles 
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explains, “from me growing up in the 
"50s, listening to top 40 rock ‘n’ roll 
radio, which was pretty good, but 
then slowly finding my way to blues 
and gospel, which made me work 
backwards. | realized that rock ‘n’ roll 
came from some place. The driving 
question in this is when did these dis- 
parate threads turn into rock 'n' roll 
and why, which got me to researching 
the history of the first electric guitar. 1 
started to think what that must have 
done to the music. Life was getting 
noisier and faster, so the music was 
going to change.” 

Honeydripper's other central protag~ 
onist is Sonny Blake (Gary Clark Jr), a 
radio repairman in the war who read 
an article about Les Paul in Popular 
Electronics and decided to make his 
own electric guitar. Sonny is riding 
the rails to nowhere in particular 
when he finds himself in Harmony 
and meets Tyrone—and his lovely 
daughter—just before getting sen- 
tenced to picking cotton for the coun- 
ty for doing nothing in the wrong 
place. As very charming as it often is, 
Honeydripper is decidedly not a story 


FILM CAPSULES / 50 | 3 ay 


of great suspense, so I’m not ruining 
much by telling you that fate will 
slowly conspire so that young Sonny 
and his newfangled contraption will 
eventually ally themselves with 
Tyrone and his club, 


SAYLES ATTEMPTS to wed myth and 


archetype—ie, the spooky mystical 
blind guitar-playing oracle played by 
Keb Mo, or Mary Steenburgen’s pick- 
led belle—to naturalism is at times 
awkward, and his immersion in the 
Southern black vernacular makes for 
some strained, stagey-sounding dia- 
logue (though Glover's monologue 
about the first African-American to 
dare to tinkle on his master’s piano is 
absolutely riveting). But, besides the 
performances, and, of course, the 
music, what keeps Honeydripper com- 
pelling is how thoroughly it's rooted 
in culture, place and people. As with 
many of Sayles’ films, it is the loving 
attention to detail, the heartfelt 
investment in ordinary lives being 
lived against the broader backdrop of 
history, that distinguishes the work 
and imbues it with sufficient vivacity. 
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A taste of Honey: John Sayles sells his soul to rock ‘n’ 10) 


“In other films,” explains Renz! 
often there’s no real setting, » 
time, no real sense of geography. |" 
history of the place doesn’t figure int 
the story. Whereas what John docs 's 
take you right into that neighbo' 
hood, lets you walk around, and \" 
story grows out of that. Otherwisc 
Honeydripper's a pretty girl and a 24) 
who plays a guitar—an Elvis mov" 
basically.” Both Sayles and Renzi io 
a good chuckle at this. Needles 
say, Honeydripper's all-black—a"° 
unanimously gifted—cast also gives " 
a little something extra you don’t """ 
in Elvis movies. 

“It's been fun touring with (" 
movie,” Renzi says, "seeing "'° 
warmly audiences, especially Souter” 
and African-American audiences, 
responded to it, and seeing their Bee 
tion for John’s work in general es 
people we've shown it to, they all w z 
to tell you about this one movie se 
was so important to them. Often "> 
Matewan, sometimes City of HoP* 
Eight Men Out. But it does seem n 
nearly every case what people r=)" 
to are the particulars.” ¥ 


plve in his mir u DOC vie s 
-oment that allows him to start his daily 
ork, Itis a moment recognizable to any 
iter, but it also plays with surprising clar- 
on the sereen to a general audience. In 


GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 

nan Oct 20, 2003 letter to her girl- 
friend back home, Specialist Sabri- 
na Harman, of the 372nd MPs 
ilitary Police) posted to Iraq's Abu 
Ghraib prison, wrote: “I walk down 
stairs after blowing the whistle and 
‘beating on the cells with an asp to find 
the taxicab driver’ handcuffed back- 
wards to his window naked with his 
underwear over his head and face. He 
Jooked like Jesus Christ. At first I had to 
Jaugh so 1 went on and grabbed the 
camera and took a picture. One of the 
guys took my asp and started ‘poking’ 
at his dick. Again I thought, ‘Okay 
at's fanny,’ then it hit me, that’s a 
{orn of molestation. You can’t do that. 
i look more pictures to ‘record’ what is 
going on, They started talking to this 

an and at first he was talking, ‘I'm 
just a laxicab driver, 1 did nothing.’ He 
claims he'd never try to hurt US sol- 
diers, that he picked up the wrong peo- 
ple. Then he stopped talking. They 
fumed the lights out and slammed the 
door and left | there while they 
went down to cel nber four.” 

Dilawar, an Afghani from the village 
ol Yakubi, was also a taxi driver thrown 
into a pri in his occupied 
homeland on Dee 5, 2002. But we know 
what happened to him. Dilawar died on 
Dec 10, His legs had been so “pulpified” 
by repeated kicks that, if he'd lived, they 
would've had to have been amputated. 
The military pathologist declared his 
death a homicide. Dilawar, like so many 
others, had also been handcuffed from 
the roof or forced to stand—his posi- 
ton, as Harman noted, Christ- 
like. But what on earth had Dilawar 
Been a Tartyr for? 

\'s with Dilawar that Taxi to the 
Dark Side begins and ends, and it’s 
with Dilawar that Alex Gibney’s docu- 
mentary can rest its case—his story 
‘peaks with the deepest ache. 
Dilawar's face, captured in a kind of 

just arrested” photo, stares back—a 
young, bearded man, his eyes wide in 
‘ght. His brother utters his grief in a 
‘cw words: “Since he died, I cannot 
laste my tea, I cannot taste my food.” 


‘that it is only with Leonard's intake of 
breath and the pounding of text onto paper 
that this particular film can begin and end. 
Based on the novel by Brian Morton, 
and adapted by Wagner and his co-scripter 
Fred Pames, Starting Out in the Evening is 
elegiac, frequently elegant, and, by its very 
literariness, perhaps a bit cloistered in a 
world apart from most movies. It is a film in 
which two of the three central characters, 
all of them New Yorkers, all of them very 
comfortable, live their lives passionately 
for books. Indeed, they converse about 


_ everything, even their most conflicted feel- 


ings, with a certain formality, a declaratory, 
almost didactic bookishness. You might say 
they speak like characters in a Woody 
Allen movie, except they're not very funny. 
For all that, they do feel real. Yet, sadly, is 
it any wonder such a film barely made the 
rounds in today’s climate of movie distribu- 
tion? Hopefully, Starting Out in the Evening 
will find a new life on DVD. 


— MAY 16, 18, 20 8 22 (7 PM) 
S MAY 17, 19.8.2) (8:15 PM) 
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THE DARK SIDE 
WRITE DIRECTED BY ALE GIBNEY 
METRO CINEMA, 10 
tetotot 


Dilawar, one of the 93 per cent of 
post-9/11 detainees caught by others 
and turned over to the Americans, 
was innocent—he and three passen- 
gers were handed over by Afghani 
militia men covering up their own 
secret attacks on US forces. 

Gibney, duly diligent in his legal and 
backroom investigations (as in his pre- 
vious film, Enron: The Smartest Guys in 
the Room), spins out the nefarious web 
of official orders, weasely legal reinter- 
pretations and sly nods that came from 
the top. Bagram, Abu Ghraib and 
Guantanamo circulated techniques, 
especially after “20th hijacker” 
Mohammed al-Qahtani was sensory- 
deprived, humiliated and waterboarded 
into spitting out a story about Saddam 
Hussein and al-Qaeda that the Bush 
Administration happily swallowed. 


I's CLEAR THAT Cheney and Rums- 
feld, at least, should be prosecuted for 
war crimes. Their culpability—circled 
around by top officials—and Bagram’s 
influence on Abu Ghraib are this 
Oscar-winning documentary’s two 
great insights. (For Canadians, a chill- 
ing footnote is the CIA’s application of 
a McGill professor's findings to inter- 
rogation-torture.) The tracings of legal 


LEONARD IS VISITED by one Heather Wolfe 
(Lauren Ambrose), a young, gifted female stu- 
dent looking for his participation in the devel- 
opment of her doctoral thesis on his work. 
She's petite but strikingly sexy. She has a 
mane of red hair that frames a round face and 
large eyes that fix on Leonard like he's the only 
person in whatever room. She's clearly in love 
of a sort, but also very tough and uncompro- 
mising in her attack on his small oeuvre—his 
first novel changed her life, while the subse- 
quent ones she finds increasingly soft. 
Leonard, a long-time widower living in a 
large but fragile body, is a man who has 
spent decades carefully nurturing a lifestyle 
that courts no surprises and is devoted to 
work. Heather seems set to revive some- 
thing in him long forgotten, something per- 
haps connected to some missing vitality in 
his work. But don't let the set-up fool you. 
Both characters go far beyond facile May- 
December archetypes, things do not wrap 
up so neatly, there is no wish fulfillment 


Doc reveals America’s Dark Side—again 


manipulations and torture techniques, 
the Gitmo Press Tour—strands that 
could have been woven a little more 
tightly together—are nothing new. 

Because while film-goers have sup- 
posedly been uninterested in dramas 
about US soldiers in Iraq (Redacted, 
Stop-Loss), a number of articles (partic- 
ularly in the New Yorker) and films have 
carefully and devastatingly outlined US 
detention policies—after Cheney's post- 
9/11 proclamation that “we have to 
work the dark side, if you will’—and 
their ramifications: Ghosts of Abu 
Ghraib, The Prisoner, The Road to Guan- 
tanamo, the upcoming Standard Operat- 
ing Procedure. Never in history has the 
corrupt leadership and inhumanity of a 
war been so immediately and conclu- 
sively shown, Maybe people have 
turned away because they've been con- 
ditioned by a “popular culture [that] has 
built a constituency for torture” in tick- 
ing-bomb fiction like 24. 

Ultimately, Gibney’s film does join 
the top ranks of those reports and 
films because of one taxi driver, a 
man whose murder is enough to spill 
a bloody stain across the Bush 
Administration's “War on Terror.” The 
rule of law has been trashed, Gibney’s 
own father (a WWII interrogator) 
notes, and when you hear of true ter- 
ror here—Dilawar screaming in his 
cell, crying out for his parents—it’s 
almost too much to bear. 

And yet that’s nothing. Imagine 
what every minute of those five days 
must have been like for him. v 


FILM 


waiting to be enacted, lives are stirred and 
shifted to be sure, but sweeping changes 
do not come easy to these people, while 
betrayal and adoration prove to be close 
neighbours. Most importantly, Starting Out 
in the Evening defies the tired notion that 
art can be reduced by the values of a single 
age group, a single critical perspective or of 
a single era. 

There is another woman in Leonard's life 
to help thicken the plot. Ariel (Lili Taylor) is 
Leonard's daughter, not a literary type but a 
yoga instructor and once a dancer. She's 
pushing 40, wants a baby something fierce, 
but has serious problems with long-term 
relationships. After failing at tricking a cur- 
rent boyfriend into unknowing paternity, she 
goes back to a precarious lover from her 
past, one disapproved of by Leonard. As ter- 
rific and utterly unique an actor as Taylor is, 
Ariel's subplot does expose some of the 
more blatantly artificial mechanics at work 
in the film, her emotional ups and downs 
and healing process with her ex are 
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ights a literary Evening worth attending on DVD 


these visual bookends is the implication 


approached rather preciously by Wagner, 


and they often seem to weigh down, 


Leonard's story unnecessarily, which is 
itself more than rich enough for one movie. 
Starting Out in the Evening works best 
when most immediate, when words are 
merely implied or are simply insufficient 
for even these articulate characters to 
express themselves, when talking ceases 
and body language takes over: a brush of 
fingers on lips, a little wave across a 
crowded room, a hovering hand over a 
prone, fully clothed body. In such scenes 
Langella exhibits a titanic presence, 
embodying so much while doing so tittle 
Thus it is finally the moments of silent or 
near-silent connection, as well of those 
where connections suddenly snap harshly, 
are the ones that make this film worth 
watching. They also make Wagner a film- 
maker to watch, and make you wonder if 
Langella, in the “evening” of his acting 
career, might not just be reaching his 
heights of grace. v 
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WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS... 


CAPSULES 


OPENING THIS WEEK 


EDMONTON TONIGHT 

HOSTED BY TOM BERNIEA 

FR, MAY 16; 11:30 PM 

METRO -CINEMA (ZEIDLER: HALL, CITADEL THEATRE): $7 


MATTHEW HALLIDAY / matthew@vueweekly.com 

I've never quite understood late-night talk 
shows. Some famous person makes an 
appearance to plug their latest movie or 
record or TV show, and chat with the host 
about it. But more often than not, the con- 
Versation wanders into personal territory, 
the celeb in question talking about some- 
thing funny that happened earlier that day, 
or something their cute niece did, or 
something similarly and wholly unrelated 
to the movie/record/whatever in question. 

Of course the conversations are 
planned out in advance, but that just 
makes it even stranger. They plan to talk 
about the banalitiés of their personal life? 
Who cares? 

Fledgling talk show host Tom Bernier 
thinks he knows the answer: just about 
everybody. 

“People have a bit of craving, | think, 
for watching other people talk. If you're a 
good speaker, it almost doesn’t matter 
what you're talking about.” 

Bernier, founder of the Edmonton Film 
School and a longtime fixture on the city’s 
arts scene, is now the host of Edmonton 
Tonight, a \ate-night talk show produced 
for a studio audience at Metro Cinema 
one Friday a month (the next episode will 
take place this Fri, May 16), It follows the 
standard late night format: intro, quests, 
musical interlude, a desk, a couch, some 
banter. But unlike Letterman and Leno and 
the like, no Hollywood A-listers will be 
gracing Bemier's set. Instead, he’s got a 
more interesting and eclectic assortment 
of regular folks from the streets of 
Edmonton: rock bands, the Edmonton 
Fencing Club (to be featured in this week's 
episode), and any normal folks whom 
Bemier can manage to wrestle a good 
story out of. 

Edmonton Tonight will also feature 
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some relatively famous faces, including 
local musicians, actors, artists 
ness people, but the focus isn’t 
ty, even that most dubious of distinct 
“local celebrity.” 

“Ym fascinated just by the stories tha 
average people have. You look aro 
crowd of 20 people and start aski 
Questions and you find out some < 
things. One women was a nurse in Bosni 
another person has some bizarre job 
another is going through some kind of per 
sonal crisis and has a moving story to 
tell.” 

Edmonton Tonight differs from its tele 
vised ilk in one crucial other way. Thoua! 
each episode is filmed, hopefully ‘0 
broadcast or webcast at some future date 
the show is first and foremost a live expe 
rience. 

“There are no retakes or phony 
applause,” Bernier says. “The aud 
isn't there as backdrop for whatever we 'e 
doing ... It's kind of a town hall feel. | rea! 
ly like that at the end of the firs 
shows, people didn’t leave. They |! 
milled around and talked. It became 
social event, and that's what I'd hoped te 
achieve all along.” 


WHERE IN THE WORLD IS 
OSAMA BIN LADEN? 

DIRECTED BY MORGAN SPURLOCK 
WRITTEN BY SPURLOCK, JEREMY CHILMICK 


STARRING SPURLOCK 
b ood 


azine 


OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vuowookly.com 
If there's" one movie to piss ‘ 

Republicans this summer, it's Morg2" 
Spurlock’s Where in the World 's 
Osama Bin Laden? Not because " 
takes shots at Republicans, or neo-cons ° 
the Bush administration, but because "* 
doesn’t. He may be the first critic of ue 
War on Terror to aim away from rightis's 
and because he never lends them ine 
ammo of being “Liberal propagande 
they'll be irked to have to work for tne 
counterpoints. 
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But fear not my right-winged angels, 
the film is faulty. 

Just 14 weeks away from “Operation 
Special Delivery,” Spurlock seeks to leam 
what kind of a dangerous world he’s bringing 
a child into. To exterminate the biggest 
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threat to his family, terrorism, he makes the 
search personal. Through Afghanistan, 
Jordan, Palestine and Israel, Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia, Spurlock hunts big bad bin 
Laden with wryness, and intersperses his 
investigation with cartoons and faux video 
game sequences. 

But Mr Spurlock is not actually looking 
for bin Laden. Instead, the Most Wanted 
Man is a red herring leading Spurlock to 
Muslim-world neighbourhoods, where he 
knocks on doors and asks, “Do you know 
where bin Laden is?” then gets invited in 
for Turkish tea and baklava, so he can 
learn about socio-economic issues. 

This very funny, very playful investiga- 
tion is also very one sided. Granted, it's 
the side of the moderates in the Arab 
and Muslim world—one seldom 
explored. But by ignoring actual radicals 
(with the exception of a short stint in 
Saudi Arabia), he acts as if they don't 
exist. He takes his argument that terror- 
ism is exaggerated and turns it into one 
that all but denies its existence. His 
fearlessness actually invalidates the 
issue. (Ironically, the one time he is fear- 
ful is when he’s in a Hasidic Jewish com- 
munity.) From my personal experiences 
in Lebanon, | can tell you that, although 
terrorism is indeed exaggerated, itis still 
very real, and very scary, too. 

Spurlock approaches Where in the 
World ... 7 in much the way that he did 
Super Size Me, by diving in headfirst and 
making himself the experiment's subject. 
But what worked for Super Size doesn’t 
quite work here. When consuming vast 
amounts of grease and sugar, the viewer 
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WHERE IN THE WORLD IS OSAMA BIN LADEN = 


witnessed vividly the change on the sui 
ject; in Where in the World ... ?, Spurloc| 
consumes vast amounts of knowledge and 
perspective, but the change in him is hardly 
visible. In fact, it appears contrived, as if 
he’s acting as if he didn’t know about 
Muslim world's zeitgeist. When he come 
to his “revelation” at the end, it's not only 
total put-on, but a total let-down, too 

Still, Where in the World is Osama Bir 
Laden? offers something most posi-9/1\ 
terrorism documentaries can't: simplicity 
His playfulness and cheekiness help luby 
cate a complicated manor. Although he 
glosses over some major points (the 
tural importance of martyrdom, the evi 
dence of culture-envy and influence of 
camaraderie—all of which rub against h 
argument), he does a fantastic job a 
exposing most Muslim’s true perception oi 
the West. His lightweight journalism | 
definitely not something worthy of sti 
in poli-sci classes, but possibly anthropo! 
ogy studies at a community college 


NOW PLAYING 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS ... 
DIRECTED BY TOM VAUGHN 

WRITTEN BY DANA FOX 

STARRING ASHTON KUTCHER, CAMERON DIAZ 
wk 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan@vueweekly.com 
Ashton Kutcher is the Cameron Diaz of 
white Hollywood leading man se! 
unafraid to pluck hairs, tan his bod an 
flash his pearly whites at the crowd 
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| n their woes, 
co pals to skip town 
‘it up in Las Vegas. Soon, Jack 
paths, hit the strip together, 
dozen Sin City clubs 
(up in bed together and 


much worse, . 
Jack, a misguided slacker, and Joy, 
calculated but sensitive, immediately 
confirm their dislike for each other. By 
accident, $3 million of cold, hard Vegas 
cash falls on their lap, and before they 
can get 2 divorce and split their win- 
sings, @ court judge (Dennis Miller) 
freezes the dough and commands them 
to live together for six months in a “real” 
marriage. In front of both Jack's parents 
and Joy's boss, they shack up in Jack's 
pachelor pad, consistently scheming 
with hopes that one of them will crack 
under pressure. But as the months pass, 
could Jack and Joy realize, as two stun- 
ning alpha prototypes of their Caucasian 
species, that they are secretly in love? 

! was too shy to ask the grey-mous- 
tached man in the Coors Lite cap behind 
me in the theatre if he studied genre the- 
ory, but in his joyous reaction to What 
Happens in Vegas | sensed a spirited com- 
bination of romance and vulgarity taking 
effect. Diaz and Kutcher play it like 
nobady’s business, quickly pounding out 
sexy jokes and consumer accessibility, 
though gracious enough to not pretend 
like they achieve a higher consciousness 
than the menu at Earl's. But something 
clicks, especially when they take their 
clothes off, and | left the theatre feeling 
modestly spirited emotions. Mind you, | 
used to watch Friends. w 


If it's & movie you've heard of, 
we probably hate it. 
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Al showtimes are subject to change at 
time. Please contact theatre to conn. 
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WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS 
RISA STR Co 
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CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 
190 Ave 50 St. 472-9779 


‘THE VISITOR (PG, coarse language) 
Fri,Sun-Thu 2:05, 4:55, 7:40, 10:00; Sat 
2:05, 4:55, 7:40, 10:00, 12:05 


LEATHERHEADS 

Fri-Thu 1:25, 7:35 ES 

NIM'S ISLAND (G) 

Fri,Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:15, 9:25; Sat 
1:50, 4:45, 7:15, 9:25, 11:30 


1:15, 4:00, 7:05, 9:40, 12:05 

DRILLBIT TAYLOR (PG, violence, coarse 
Fri,Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 9:30; Sat 
1:30, 4:15, 7:20, 9:30, 11:45 

e SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A WHO! 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:30, 7:00, 9:20; Sat 
1:35, 4:30, 7:00, 9:20, 11:40 


10,000 B.C. (PG, violence) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:20, 7:15, 9:45; Sat 
1:45, 4:20, 7:15, 9:45, 12:00 


BE KIND REWIND (PG) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:55; Sat 
2:00, 4:40, 7:30, 9:55, 12:15 


JUMPER (PG, violence, coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 4:40, 10:05 


THE SPIDERWICK CHRONICLES (PG, 
frightening scenes) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:25, 6:55, 9:15; Sat 
1:40, 4:25, 6:55, 9:15, 11:25 

FOOL'S GOLD (PG, violence) 

Fri, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:50, 7:25, 9:50; Sat 
1:40, 4:50, 7:25, 9:50, 12:10 


THE BUCKET LIST (PG, coarse language) 
Fri, Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:35, 7:10, 9:20; Sat 
1:55, 4:35, 7:10, 9:20, 11:35 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
Fri-Thu 1:20, 4:05, 6:50, 9:45 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 
14231 137th Avenwe, 732-2295 

THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
Fri-Sun 12:00, 1:10, 3:10, 4:15, 6:30, 7:30, 
9:45, 10:40; Mon, Wed-Thu 12:00, 1:10, 
3:10, 4:15, 6-90, 7:30, 9:45; Tue 1200, 
3:10, 4:15, 6:30, 7:90, 9:45; 


Digital Cinema 
Fri-Thu 12:30, 3:40, 7:00, 10:10; Star and 
Stroters Screening: Tue 1:00 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not rec- 
‘ommended for children, coarse language) 
Fri-Thu 12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 7:50, 10:20 


‘SPEED RACER (PG) 
Fri-Wed 12:10, 1:20, 3:20, 4:20, 6:15, 7:20, 
9:15, 10:15; Thu 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:15 


REDBELT (14A, coarse language) 
Firi-Wed 2:00, 4:30, 7:05, 9:50 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse language, 


sexual content) 
Fri-Thu 1:40, 4:10, 7:15, 9:40 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recommend- 
ed for young chikiren) 

Fri-Mon, Wed-Thu 12:20, 1:50, 3:30, 4:40, 
6:40, 7:40, 9:30, 10:30; Tue 12:20, 3:30, 
4:40, 6:40, 7:40, 9:30, 10:30; Star and 
‘Strollers Screening: Tue 1:00 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (184, crude content, 
substance abuse) 

Fri-Thu 2:20, 6:30, 8:00, 10:25 

BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 

Fii-Tue 1:20, 4:00, 6:50, 9:20; Wed 1:20, 
4:00, 9:20 
FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL (184, 


sexual content) 
Fii-Thu 12:50, 3:50, 6:45,.9:35 
THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vo- 


fence) 
Fri-Wed 2:10, 4:50, 7:35, 10:00 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, frighiening 
‘scenes, Violence) 

No passes Thu 12:10, 1:00, 1:30, 2:50, 
4:00, 4:30, 6:15, 7: “45, 9:15, 10:00, 
10-40 


” CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1525-99 St, 436-8525 
THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
CASPIAN 


(PG, violence) 
Fri-Sun 11:45, 12:15, 1:15, 2.00, 3:15, 
4:00, 4:45, 5:45, 6:45, 7:20, 8:45, 930, 
40:15, 10:45; Mon, Wed-Thu 11:45, 12:15, 
1:15, 2:00, 3:15, 4:00, 4:45, 5:45, 6:45. 
72D, B:A5, 930, 10:15; Toe 11:45, 1215, 


a\ 
~ > 
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2:00, 3:15, 4:00, 4:45, 5:45, 645, 7:30, 
8:45, 9:90, 10:15; Star and Strollers 
Tue 1:00 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not rec- 
Fri-Thu 12: th 10, 2:45, 3:50, 
: n45, 3:50, 5:20, 6: 

7:50, 9:20, 10:20 oy 
PaWed 18 & 15 20; 

15, 8:30; Digital Cinema Fri- 
Thu 12:20, 3:30, 6:45, 9:40 
MADE OF HONOR (PG, sexual content, 
coarse 


language) 
Fii-Thu 12:40, 3:40, 6:40, 9:10 
IRON MAN [PG, not recommended for 


young chidren, violence) 

Fri-Mon, Wed 12:00, 1:00, 1:45, 3:00, 4:15, 

5:00, 6:30, 7:15, 8:15, 945, 10:30; Tus 
12:00, 1:45, 3:00, 4:15, 5:00, 6:90, 7:15, 

nie ee ase 
200, al ’ and Strollers 

‘Screening: Tue 1:00 

HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 

TREAT (GA rude content, 


substance ) 

Fri-Thu 12:30, 2:50, 5:30, 8:00, 10:40 
BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature 


themes) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Wed 12:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:50; 
Sun 12:40, 9:50 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL (184, 
‘saxual Content) 

Fri-Thu 1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 10:10 

THE FORBIDDEN KINGDOM (PG, vio- 
lence) 

Fri-Tue 12:50, 4:90, 7:20, 10:00; Wed 
12:50, 4:30, 10:15 


WWE: JUDGMENT DAY (Classification not 
available) 

Sun 6:00 

HILLSONG UNITED: THE | HEART 
REVOLUTION 

Wed 8:00 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, frightening 
‘scanes, violence) 

No passes Thu 12:00, 12:45, 1:30, 2:15, 


CINEPLEX WEST MALL 8 
‘8862-170 St. 444-1829 


BHOOTNATH (HINDI W/E.S.7,) (PG) 
rill 6:30, 9:15; Sat-Mon 2:10, 6:30, 
1 


NIM'S ISLAND (G) 
Fri 4:40, 7:15, 9:30; Sat-Mon 2:00, 5:00, 
7:15, 9:30; Tue-Thu 7:15, 9:30 


21 (PG, violenoa; mature themes) 
Fil, Tue-Thu 6:50, 9:40; Sat-Mon 1:15, 4:15, 
6:50, 9:40 


DRILLBIT TAYLOR (PG, violence, coarse 
language) 

Fri, Tue-Thu 7:00, 9:20; Sat-Mon 1:30, 4:30, 
7:00, 9:20 


DR. SEUSS' HORTON HEARS A WHO! 


(G) 
Fri 4:30, 6:45, 8:50; Sat-Mon 1:50, 4:40, 
Tue-Thu 6:45, 8:50 


10,000 B.C. (PG, violence) 
Fri 6:00, 7:20, 9:45; Sat-Mon 1:40, 4:10, 
7:20, 9:45; Tue-Thu 7:20, 9:45 


THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL (14) 
Fri-Thu 9:10 


JUMPER (PG, Violence, coarse language) 
Fai, Tue-Thu 9:50; Sat-Mon 4:00, 9:50 


scenes) 
Fri 4:45, 7:10; Sat-Man 1:10, 4:20, 7:10; 
Tue-Thu 7:10 


NATIONAL TREASURE: BOOK OF 
SECRETS (PG) 
Fri, Tue-Thu 6:40; Sat-Mon 1:00, 6:40 


passes, OTS Digital Fri-Wed 12:50, 3:20, 
TAO, 9:55; Thu 9:10 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL (164, 


OTS Digital Fi-Wied 1:15, 405, 715 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, frightening 
scenes, violence) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No Wed 12:01; 
Thu 12:20, 3:15, 7:15, 10.05; OTS Digital, 
No passes Thu 12:00, 2:50, 6:45, 920 
FROM 


-HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE 
GUANTANAMO BAY (124, crude contort, 


abuse) 
DTS Digital Fri-Tue 1:25, 4:10, 7:25, 10:05, 
Wed 1:25, 4:10, 10:05; Thu 1:10, 3:45, 
7:28, 1000 


SPEED RACER (PG) 


Digital Presentation, No passes Fri-Wed 
12:20, 3:25, 6:40, 9:35; Thu 12:20, 3:20, 
6:35, 9:35 be 


Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Fri-Thu 
12:15, 3:90, 6:90, 845 Thu 12:45, 3'50, 
8S, 10.0; Fr: Wed 12:45, 850, 85, 


FUGITIVE PIECES (144). 
DTS Digital Fr: Wed 12:90, 3:10, 6:60, 9:20; 
Thu 12:40, 3:05, 6:40 


4211-199 Avo, 472-7000 
SPEED RACER (PG) 


No passes. On 2 Screens Fri-Sun 12:30, 
1:40, 3:30, 4:50, 6:40, 7:50, 9:35; On 2 
‘Screens Mon:' I 4 


‘Wed 1 . 
6:40, 7:50, 9:35; Thu 12:30, 3:30, 6:45, 
9:35 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not rec 
ommended for children, coarse language) 
No passes Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45; 
Mon-Wed 1:30, 4:30, 7:15, 9:45; Thu 1:40, 
4:30, 7:16, 0:45 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse ; 
sexual content) — 
Fri-Wed 1:10, 4:20, 6:50, 9:20; Thu 9:30 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL (184. 
‘sexual Content) 
Fri-Wed 12:50, 3:50, 6:45 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse language, 
mature themes) 
Fri-Wed 9:1 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM. 
GUANTANAMO BAY (184, crude content, 
substance abuse) 

Fri-Wed 1:50, 4:40, 7:20, 9:55; Thu 1:50, 
4:25, 6:50 


IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recommend- 
‘fed for young chikdren) 

On 2 Sereens Fri-Wed 12:45, 1:20, 3:40, 
4:10, 6:35, 7:05, 9:20, 9:50; Thu 12:45, 
1:20, 3:40, 4:10, 6:35, 7:05, 9:20, 9:50 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 
No passes, On 2 Screens Fri-Thu 12:00, 
1:00, 3:15, 4:00, 6:30, 7:00, 9:40, 10:00 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, frightening 
‘s028nes, Violence) 

No passes Wed 12:01; No passes, On 3 
Screens Thu 12:50, 1:30, 2:00, 3:45, 4:20, 
4:50, 6:40, 7:10, 8:00, 9:25, 9:56 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0160 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

Fri 3:20, 4:00, 6:40, 7:10, 10:00, 10:20; 
Sat-Mon 12:00, 12:30, 3:20, 4:00, 6:40, 
7:10, 10:00, 10:20; Tue-Thu 6:40, 7:10, 
10:00, 10:20 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not rec 
ommended for children, coarse language) 

Fil 4:15, 7:00, 9:40; Sat-Mon 12:50, 4:15, 

7:00, 9:40; Tue-Wed 7:00, 9:40; Thu 6:45, 
9:30 


SPEED RACER (PG) 

Fri 3:20, 4:10, 6:30, 7:05, 9:30, 10:10; Sat 
Mon 12:10, 1:10, 3:30, 4:10, 6:30, 7:05, 
9:30, 10:10; Tue-Wed 6:30, 7:05, 9:20, 
10:10; Thu 7:05, 10:10 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse language, 
sexual content) 

Fri 3:40, 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Mon 12:40, 3:40, 
6:45, 9:20; Tua-Wed 6:45, 9:20; Thu 6:30, 
9:20 


IRON MAN (PG, Violence, not recommend: 
‘ed for young chikiren) 

4:20, 6:50, 7:20, 9:45, 10:16; Sat 
00, 3:50, 4:20, 6:50, 7:2 
» Tue-Thu 6:50, 7:20, 9:45, 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (184, crude content, 
substance abuse) 

Fit 4:40, 7:20, 10:05; Sat-Mon 1:30, 4:40, 

7:20, 10:05; Tus 7:30, 10:05; Wed 10:05 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL (164, 


sexual content) 
Frievion 4:30, 7:15, 9:50; Tue 7:16, 9:50; 
Wed 7:15; Thu 7:15, 9.40 


FILM LISTINGS 


GRANDIN THEATRE 
‘Grandin, Mall. Ste Winston Churchill Ave, St. 
‘Albert, 468-9622. 


Date of issue oniy. Thu. May 15 

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not rec- 
‘ommended for chadren, coarse language) 
Thy 1:15, 3:15, 15, 7:20, 915 


SPEEDRACER (PG) 
Thu 1:00, 345, 6:90, 8:55 


BABY MAMA (PG, coarse la 
mature thamea) ANQUAS, 
Thu 5:10, 9:10 


HAROLD KUMAR ESCAPE FROM. 
GUANTANAMO BAY (184, crucie content, 
substance abuse) 

Tho 1:20, 3:25, 5:25, 7:25, 9:30 

IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recommend: 
ed for young chidren) 

Thu 1:45, 4:15, 7:00, 9:20 

NIMS ISLAND (G) 

Thu 1:25, 3:20, 7:15 


DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE- 


(000148 Ave, Camrose, 780-008-2144 


SPEED RACER (PG) 
Dally 7:30; Sat-Tuo 1:50 
MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse language, 


Sexual content) 
Frie-Wedl 7:10, 9:10; Sat-Tue 2:10 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not reo 
ommended for chikiran, coarse language) 
Dally 7:05 , 9:05; Sat-Tue 2:05 
CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE 
CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

Daily 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Tue 1:45, 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, Violence, fright 
‘ening scenes) 

Thu 6:50, 9:10 

IRON MAN (PG, Violence, not recommend: 
‘éd for young children) 

Dally 7:30; Sat-Tue 1:50 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not rec 
ommanded for chikdren, coarse languaxo) 

Dally 7:10, 9:25; Sat, Sun, Mon. 1:10, 3:25 
TRON MAN (PG, Violence, nol recommend 
‘ed for young children) 

Dally 7:00, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Mon 1,00, 3:35 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE 
CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

Daily 6:50, 9:40; Sat, Sun, Mon 12:50, 3:45 
SPEED RACER (PG) 

Dally 6:55, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Mon 12:55, 3:30 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, violence, fright 
ening scenes) 

Daily 6:55, 9:30; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:30; Wea 
midnight show 


METRO CINEMA ‘ 


9820-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
426-9212 


TAXI TO THE DARKSIDE (STC) 
Fri, Sun, Tue, Thu 7:00; Sat, Mon, Wed 9:15 


HONEYDRIPPER (PG) 

Fri, Sun, Tuo, Thu 9:00; Sat, Mon, Wed 
700 

EDMONTON TONIGHT (STC) 

Fr 11:30 

BOUND (STC) 

Sun 2:00 


THE MATRIX (144, violent scenes) 
Sun 4:00 


| PARKLAND CINEMA7 | CINEMA 7 


190 Century Crossing. Sonace Grove, #72: 
7332. Serving Spruce Grove, Stony Plain, 
Parkland County 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: PRINCE 
CASPIAN (PG, Violence) 

Dally 6:45, 730, 9:30, Sat, Sun Mon, Tue 
12:00, 1:00, 3:00, 4:00; Movies For 
Mommies: Tue 1:00 

SPEED RACER (PC) 

Daly 6:50, 9:35; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 12:35, 
3:20 

WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not roe 
ommended for chidran, coarse language) 
Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tus 12:40, 
3:16 

IRON MAN (PG, Violence, not recommend: 
‘od for young chidiren) 

Fii-Wed 7:10, 8:00, 9:40; Sat, Sun, Mon, 
Tue 12:45, 3:25 

MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse language, 
sexual content) 

Fri-Wed 7.05, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Mon, Tus 
12:50, 245 

NIM'S ISLAND (5) 

Sat, Sun, Mon, Tue 12:30, 3:40 

INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, Violence, fright 
ering scones) 

Starts Thu, May 22: Thu 6:50, 7:00, 9 20, 
940 


f PRINCESS] 


103557-82 Ave, 459-0728. 
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WHERE IN THE WORLD IS OSAMA BIN 
LADEN (PG, coarse language) 

Dally 7:00, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Mon 2:00 

THE COUNTERFEITERS (144, violenos 
disturbing content) 

Dally 9:00; Sat, Sun, Mon 3:00 
YOUNGGHEART (PG) 

Daily 6:50; Sat, Sun, Mon 1:00; No 7:00 
show on Wed, May 21 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, viclen: 


Fri 12:00, 1 3:20, 3:50, 6:40, 7:20, 
10:00, 10:40; Sat-Tue,Thu 12:00, 12:50, 

D, 10:00, 10:40; Wed 

, 6:40, 7:20, 10:00, 10:40; 
2:45, 6:30, 9:45; Star and 
Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not rec 
ommended for chikiren, coarse language) 
FrieThu 12:30, 3:80, 7:15, 9:50 


SPEED RACER (PG) 
Fe-Thu 11:40, 3:10, 7:30, 10:30 


SPEED RACER: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (PG) 
Fri-Thu 1,00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00 


MADE OF HONOR (PG, coarse language, 
sexual content) 

Firi-Mon, Wed-Thu 1:30, 4:30, 
Tue 1:90, 4:30, 7:10, 10:10. 


TRON MAN (PG, Violence, not recommend 
‘ed for young children) 

Fri-Tue 11:50, 12:40, 1:10, 2:5 
6:15, 7:00, 7 r . 
11:50, 12:40, 2:55, 3:40, 4:20, 7:00, 7 
10:15, 10:45; Thu 12:40, 1:10, d:4¢ 
7:00, 7:45, 10:16, 10:46; Star an § 
Screening: Wed 1:00 


HAROLD AND KUMAR ESCAPE FROM 
GUANTANAMO BAY (18, crucio content, 
substance abuse) 

Fri-Sat; Mon-Thu 12:20, 9:00, 7:55, 10:20, 
Sun 2:00, 4:15, 7:55, 10:20; 


BABY MAMA (PG, coor 
mature themes) 
Fri Wed 1:40 


), 10:10; 


3:40, 4:20 


0 language, 


FORGETTING SARAH MARSHALL (184, 
sac! content) 

Fri-Sat, Mons'Wed 1:20, 4:40. 7:40, 10:15: 
Sun 1:20, 4:40, 10:30 


THE FORBIDUEN KINGDOM (PG, vio 
lance) 

Fri-Mon, Wed 4:10, 6:60, 9:30; Tue 4:10 
930 


WWE: JUDGMENT DAY (Cla 
available) 
3:00 


HILLSONG UNITED: THE | HEART 
REVOLUTION (STC) 
Wed 6:00 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, frightening 


scenes, Violence) 


No passes Thu 12:16, 1:00, 1:40, 3:15, 
4:00, 4:40, 6:20, 7:10, 7:40, 9:30, 10:10, 
10:50 


11.1. Ave, Groot Aid, 455-0720 


THE CHRONICLES OF NARNIA: 
PRINCE CASPIAN (PG, violence) 

Dolby Stereo Digital, No psses Fri, Tue: 
Wed 6:30, 9:30; Sat-Mon 12:00, 3:16, 6:30, 
2:30; No passes, DTS Digital Thu 6:30, 9:30 


INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF THE CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, frightening 
scenes, Violence) 

Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Thu 7:00, 
7:45 


SPEED RACER (PG) 

No panses, DTS Digital Fri 6:45, 9:40; Sat 
Mon 12:30, 2:40, 6:45, 9:40; Tue-Wed 
6:45, 9:40; Thu 6: 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, nol ree 
‘ommended for children, coarse language) 
No passes, DTS Digital Fri 7:10, 9:15; Sat 
Mon 12:45, 3:00, 7:10, 9:15; Tue-Thu 7:10, 
015 

IRON MAN (PG, violence, not recommend: 
‘ed for young children) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Tue-Wed 7:00, _ 
9:50; Sat-Mon 12:15, 3:30, 7:00, 9:50; Thu 
9:50 


[WETASKIWIN CINEMAS | 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS (PG, not rec 
ommended for chidren, coarse language) 

Dally 7:10, 9:25; Sat, Sun, Mon 1:10, 3:25 
IRON MAN (PG, Violence, not recommend 
‘ed for young chadren) 

Daily 7:00, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Mon 1:00. 3:35 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA PRINCE ” 
Violence) 


CASPIAN (PG, ) S 
Dally 6:50, 9:40; Sat, Sun, Mon, 12:50, 3:45 
SPEED RACER (PG) 

Daly 6:55, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Mon 12:55, 3:30 
INDIANA JONES AND THE KINGDOM 
OF CRYSTAL SKULL (PG, violence, fright- 
Daly 6:55, 9:30; Sat Sun 12:55, 3:30; Wed 
midnight shove 


Ww 


LADYTRON / 61. 
| SULLY BLACK / 64 [Fy 


Ghostkeeper brings 
us Muskeg pop 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@yueweakly.com 
f Yi knowing about music is like 
= [« peak of the Rockies, I’m 
still in Saskatchewan,” laughs 

Shane Ghostkeeper. 

Of course the Calgary-based musi- 
cian would reach for a geographic 
metaphor to describe his blossoming 
practice—the Canadian landscape is 
invoked throughout Children of the 
Great Northern Muskeg, the debut of 
the band that bears his name. 

“I've worked on my musical abili- 
ties to honour the children of the 
great muskeg,” Ghostkeeper states. 
“I’m a city boy now, and I have all 
kinds of different songs coming to 
me, but I wanted to get the ‘home’ 
album out first—it’s where I started. I 
love Robert Johnson, because he’s so 
brutally sincere and honest, and he 
said ‘write about yourself and where 
you're from.’” 

And so Muskeg rambles around 
Ghostkeeper’s upbringing in a Métis 
community where the summer night 
is a perpetual violet twilight, house 
parties and cruising are entertain- 
ment and everyone knows who you 
are. The record also traces his 
courtship of bandmate/songwriting 
partner Sarah Houle, a drummer 


1g@= hose silky vocals counterpoint 


Ghostkeeper’s jumpy rock ‘n’ roll 
growl and who he credits with giving 
him the self-belief and desire to take 
the idea of making music seriously 
“We're not exactly similar, but we 


any-artistic taste— 


—) FAL MAY 16 (8 PM) 

= | GHOSTKEEPER 

oe | WITH SMOKEY, PAUL JAMES COUTTS AND CHAINS 
— | TEDDY'S STO(ADVANCE), $13 (0008) 


Ghostkeeper offers. “We're going to 
the same spot, but coming from dif- 
ferent angles and approaches. We 
share the same values from growing 
up in the north—the fact we come 
from the same place helps.” 


IF ALL THIS MAKES Muskeg sound Ian 


& Sylvia-ish, that's a disservice to 
Ghostkeeper’s playful inventiveness— 
it's hardly a bucolic starry-eyed folky 
record. Along with Johnson, Ghost- 
keeper cites Stephen Malkmus as an 
influence, and Houle’s dreamy pop 
aesthetic contrasts fetchingly with her 
partner’s brassy, shambolic, gritty 

glam constructions. The addition of 
veteran Calgarian aural experi- 
menter/multi-instrumentalist Jay 
Crocker and rock-solid bassist Scott 
Munroe fills out the sound and push- 
es the band into wilder territory. The 
songs are thrillingly energetic, dance- 
able and melodic but constantly 
threaten to collapse into anarchy, 
with lyrics referencing classic rock 
motifs while never eclipsing Ghost- 
keeper and Houle’s own completely 
original perspective. 

“We're participating in modern art. 
Our intent is to be making modern 
pop songs—worthwhile, sincere and 
about where we come from,” Ghost- 
keeper concludes, v 
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Ghost Bees divine meaning 
in the bottom of the teacup 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 

ll the rope in the classical 
Av wouldn't have been 

enough to restrain Odysseus. 
He would have pulled out the spar 
and wrecked his ship on the com- 
pelling siren songs of Romy and Sari 
Lightman 

The Halifax-based twins are the 
heart and soul of Ghost Bees, their 
bewitching warbles animating wildly 
romantic neo-folktales populated by 
the kind of characters who could 
have stumbled out of the Black For- 
est or been imagined at the terra 
incognito borderlands of a fanciful 
map: child brides and vampire 
lovers, cursed wombs and the wolf- 
children who founded Rome and 
ancestors whose spirits linger on, 
including a tea-leaf reading great- 
great grandmother. 

“She was a survivor of the 
pogroms in Russia,” recounts Romy, 
the elder twin. “It’s murky what 
made her come to Canada. We know 
very little about her—she didn't even 
have a name. Her name we know is 
just ‘mother’ in Russian.” 

A true story, an actual person, and 
by entwining her in their fictions, the 
Lightman sisters bring their ancestor 
back to life, more real than she was 
in their rich family lore. 

“| felt a sadness as a kid, sensed an 
unhappiness running through our 
family that was ultimately fed to both 
of us. Asa child, it’s easy to feel those 
things passed down, your ancestry 
and cultural inheritance from another 
generation,” Romy notes. “For myself 


FRI, MAY 16 (8 PM) 


ett 

pa] 

= | GHOST BEES 

cece | WITH JANEVAIN & THE DARK MATTER 
2 | VEWETUNDERGRDUND, $10 


and my sister, we absorb information 
in the world through stories—that’s 
been our learning style. You instinc- 
tively narrate things around you, and 
these stories become all-consuming, 
even as they take on different incar- 
nations.” 


THESE DEEP CREATIVE ROOTS grew into 


the Ghost Bees’ recent debut, named 
in honour of their foremother’s home- 
ly divination practice: Tasseomancy. 
History and myth meet the made-up 
in vivid imagery and fluid poeticism, 
blurring the realms of the real and the 
imagined. And yet, it stands up as 
well as the best fiction—a departure 
that takes us closer to home, with 
very real and relatable emotions: 
derailed dreams, survivor's guilt, erot- 
ic longing, dread, sorrow, tentative 
grasps at comfort and safety. Myths 
for the current moment, evocative 
enough for the everyday. 

The sisters’ stories are set to oth- 
erworldly gothic folk music, as dark 
and glossy as obsidian, dodging 
kitsch. They write separately, com- 
ing together to meld voices and 
instruments, Romy’s guitar with 
Sari‘s mandolin. In the end, it 
sounds like they are all singing 
together, the girls and their instru- 
ments, an eerily sweet choir. 


“| had a really romantic idea about _ 


what the mandolin sounded |ik 
thought it was such a beauti{u! 
instrument,” Sari laughs. “I still hay 
romantic idea about it. | taugh! 
myself to play Eastern Europea! 
style mandolin—such a pre'\) 
sound—and started writing songs 

Tasseomancy evolved over \\ 
years, rigourously shaped by the si 
ters and veteran Haligonian mus! 
maker Andy March, who offered \ 
produce their album and releas 
on his Youth Club Records label 

“It took a lot of patience an 
growth,” Romy recalls. “There wei 
many times when it wasn’t workin: 
it felt hopeless. We were learning ‘' 
ropes: how to play shows and music 
how to write songs. It wasn't inter 
tional, but we went through man 
styles before these songs emerged | 
think Andy struggled more than ‘ 
did with how to convey the album 
In the end he made it bare, as hones' 
as they were written.” 

“It's difficult to summarize whe! 
the album's about,” Sari adds. “Th« 
songs are based on different store 
and histories—things that had some 
sort of existence. We're drawn 
magic realism, and we incorporé! 
the supernatural and natural, Dv! 
these were about real experience> 
We don't mean to trivialize them ¢ 
placing them in other realities : 
could start writing about a frien¢ 
and wind up at the Pol Pot regime 

The younger twin concludes, “Y°" 
peel back layers and find conne< 
tions, passageways, transitions It's 
up to us to interpret them.” ¥ 
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om.” says Omar Rodriguez-Lopez. 
and if you walk in it seems like a bum is 
there. You would want to clean it up, but if 
were to organize it for me, | wouldn't know 
id feel naked.” 
and musical mastermind 
or hate ‘em prog-punkers the 
[ his own personal 
theory—which goes something like 
ys just seems to find me, I can't do anything 
' it, sol got used to it.” 
s has sort of been just something that's 
wed me, and something that people have 
Jed about me from a distance ... Inthe end 
there’s a form that follows chaos, and 
s nice has always come out of what's 


The band’s latest album is proof positive of that. 
ne Bedlam in Goliath, while undoubtedly struc- 
ed (Lopez calls himself “a control freak" and 
jains that, contrary to popular opinion, there's 
free-form jamming on Mars Volta records) 
sounds like, yes, complete bedlam. There’s no 
sint describing the sometimes exhausting, some- 
mes thrilling din the band has created. Just play it 
joud and hope your speakers hold up. 

But the chaos of which Lopez speaks isn't just 
> be found in the music—the man sounds like a 
langerous n to know. In the last few years 
alone, he and Mars Volta lyricist and singer Cedric 
Bixler-Zavala have had more colleagues and 
friends than they'd like to remember pass away in 
tragic circumstances. The two best known include 
friend and fellow Texan artist Julio Venegas, about 
whose death their first album was written. Jeremy 
‘Ward, an early member of the band, died of a 
heroin overdose not long after, in 2003. 

“ve spoken with a couple of people who 
were masters in different fields like astrology 
and spiritual counsellors and I really like this 
idea that, ‘Don’t worry it’s not your fault. Chaos 
is attracted to you.’ Great, so | don’t have to 
take the blame for it.” 


PERSONAL TRAGEDIES aside, Lopez's professional 
life has been fraught with dysfunction and disas- 
ter as well. Most recently, the recording of Bedlam 
was a “technical and psychological nightmare”, 
says Lopez, involving malfunctioning computers, 
« flooded studio and an engineer who suffered a 
nervous breakdown. For all this, the band blame 
4 cursed Quija board called the Soothsayer that 
Lopez bought in Jerusalem. Likely story. The Ouija 
board tale has been dutifully repeated in the 
press, and in the band's official bio, but maybe the 
real reason for Lopez's bum luck is less supernat- 
ural: maybe he just can’t help himself from rock- 
ing the boat when seas get a little too calm. After 
ali, this is a man who broke up his previous band, 
At The Drive In, right at the moment that they 
were finally getting some steam behind them 
after eight long years together. And when asked 
about his current artistic fixations, he cites Paul 
Thomas Anderson's last film, There Will Be 
Blood—because he appreciates the way Anderson 
took all the artistic trademarks people associated 
with him and threw them out the window. 

“1 felt lucky that it came out when we made 
this record, because it seems it has the same 
spirit don’t know quite what that means, but 
i gives me the same feeling because of all the 
Space and sparseness and the score. And it’s 
inspiring because Anderson completely changed 
his shit up. We all thought we knew his finger- 
print and all of a sudden he just takes this 
gigantic leap, not caring what people are 
expecting. People said, ‘Oh, I don’t like it, it’s 
not Magnolia.’ As soon as | heard that, | stopped 
what I was doing and me and my engineer went 
and watched the movie.” 


THU, MAY 22(7 PM) 


Ld 
> | THE MARS VOLTA 
a EOMONTOW EVENT CENTRE, $39.50 (ALL AGES) 


And recently, Lopez has been talking about 
putting out an acoustic record, certainly a left- 
field move for a guy whose fans are used to the 
everything and the kitchen sink sonic palette of 
the Mars Volta. 

“when I say acoustic | don’t mean an 
unplugged album,” he says. “I only mean the 
spirit of acoustic music, the feeling it gives you. 
It’s the same with any influence—it has to come 
out with your own fingerprint. Lately when writ- 
ing songs | was liking mellower acoustic music, 
especially coming out of Bedlam." 


WHETHER LOPEZ |S marked by the cosmos, or if 
he’s just a shit-disturber, may be impossible to 
know. But whether he’s the creator or the victim 
of his life’s disarray, he’s resigned to it—he even 
welcomes it, which is a lesson he says he 
learned back in the At The Drive In days. 

“you know, in our old band, no matter what was 
happening or how chaotic it was, I loved every 
minute of it. 1 remember Jim [Ward, cousin of the 
deceased Jeremy and now frontman for alt-rockers 
Sparta] was always complaining and sad and won- 
dering what's going to happen. When I broke the 
band up, we had this conversation with him at a 
restaurant, and he said, ‘I’m just realizing, | never 
got to enjoy the group, because I was always wor- 
rying about this day, about the end.’ And, God, you 
know, I never want to live my life like that.” v 
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SATURDAY MAY 15 


JAYCIES BIG NIGHT! 
WITH JAYCIE! DANE GRETSKY! 
GORDON THOMAS! CAMERON SOUND! 


SATURDAY.MAY.17TH 


10551- 32 Avenue {Upstairs 


0 -482-0814 


END EVERY NIGHT AT THE 
PAWN SHOoOrF! 


NO COVER & 


AT THE FA 
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| SHOP 
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MAY TSTH 


JAYCIE JAYCE 


HIGHBALLS AFTER (AM 


$2 
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Indie Music Marathon 


MURDER TTUTINY 
OTHE ZAZAZA'S 
GREENDELT COLLEGHVE 
THE WIND WHISTLES” 
VATICOUVER OK 

geRe Teer i 


SATURDAY MAY W 


INDIE MUSIC MARATHON 
MURDER, MUTINY & THE ZAZAZA’S 
GREENBELT COLLECTIVE 
THE WIND WHISTLES » OK VANCOUVER OK 


pl THURDAY Furbobsad 
fown Foance pasta 


MAY 22 
Bw FRIDAY 


= MAY 23 


BEYOND THE FALL 


IEP = HASTA WG 


AYASUNDAY 


SUNDAY MAY 18 


HOLIDAY SUNDAY! 


THE OMGEA THEORY 
SMOOTHRIDE » SONS OF YORK 


D.1.M 
THOMAS VON PARTY 


LISTINGS FOR YOU 


ROC YOUR FREE LISTINGS TD 476.2889 
OR EMAL GLENYS AT 


LISTINGS @/VUEWEEXLUCOM 
‘DEADUNE (5 FRIDAY AT 3 Pit 


ARTERY Heart of the City Festival 
fundraiser: Martin Kerr, The Revtones, 
Pre/Post; 7-111pm; $15 (door)/$12 (adv. 
at Blackhyrd, Earth's General Store} 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jason 
Greoley 


BACKDRAUGHT PUB Open stage; 
Spm. 

CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm 
CITADEL THEATRE Hise Awards: 
{Bombat; $20 at Citadel box office 


DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursdays open 
stage: hosted by the Mary Thomas 
Band; Spm. 


FOUR ROOMS Christina Schmolke; 
Spm 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Ferris Whee), 
8pm 

HULBERT'S Rob Heath (hulbert's 


house concerts); 8pm; $12 (at 
ticketSource)/$15 (door) 


TORY CLUB Live Dueling Pianos, no 
cover; 8pm 


JAMIMERS PUB Thursday open jam; 
7-1ipm 


J AND A BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with the Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/blues), 8:30pm-12:30am 


LB°S COUNTRY KITCHEN AND 
PUB Country Star Search: Preliminary 
competition, 8:30pm 


NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by 
Wild Rase Old Time Fiddlers 


O'BYRNE'S O'Byme's 10th Birthday 
Celebration: Cynthia MacLeod and 
Gordon Belshar 


ROCK PUB AND GRILL Jazz night 
open stage hosted by the Jonny Mac 
Attack: 9pm-Tam 


URBAN LOUNGE Thaneah Krohn 
WILD WEST Hey Romeo 


YARDBIAD SUITE Redwall Music 
Danyluk and Card {CD release concert), 
Mike Lent, Dan Walsh, Paul “Duke* 
Paetz, Bpm; $10 at TIX on the Square, 
door 


CLASSICAL 


CATALYST THEATRE The End of 
Tima Project: SU Crispin’s Chamber 
Ensemble,Oon Ross (clarinet), 
Guillaume Tardif (violin), Amy MeClary 
{cello}, Sarah Ho {piano}, Dave Clarke 
(actor: Gerry Morita and Theresa 
Daxtrase (dancers); 8pm: $20 
(adult\/$10 (student/senior/underem- 
played) at TIX on the Square, door 


CONVOCATION HALL 75th Birthday 
Celebration Concart Trio Con Brio with 
Lillian Upright (piano), Yoko Wong {vio- 
fin), Diana Nuttall (cello); 7:30pm 
‘admission 1s by donation to the Unity 
Church of Edmonton Building Fund 


MUTTART HALL Solo Piano 
Programs; Sam-12pm and 1:30: 
4:30pm, 8pm; tree 

WINSPEAR CENTRE Robbins Lighter 
Classics: Young at Heart: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra, Alain Trudel 
(conductor), Sara Davis Buechner 
(piano); 8pm; $28-S85y/student/senior 
$15 rush tickats two hours prior to cur: 
twin be at Winspear bax office 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 
Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 
hop, lounge, electro with DJ Lazer 
Beam 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escopack 
Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: Dus spin on two levels 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contost 
with Mia Fellow, midnight, OJ 
WestCoustBobyDaddy 


EMPIRE BALLROOM infected 
Mushroom | Vicious Delicious live band 
album tour}: no minors; Bpm: $37.50 at 
TicketMaster 


FILTHY MeNASTY'S Punk Rock 
Bingo with DU S.W.AG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 
40/dance with OJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: Tony Matterhorn pre-party 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
DJs DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ Mark 
Stevens; 9pm. 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with OJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks with DJ 
Krazy K, hardstyle/techno with DU 
Decha, tech trance/electro with DJ. 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY | Love ‘80s Party: with 


Blue Jay, Nazz Nomad; no minors: 
8:30pm (door) 


FOUR ROOMS Christina Schmolke; 
Spm; $5 

FRESH START Live music Fridays: 
Laurie and Bruce Mohacsy; 6-9pm. 
HULBERT'S PUB Marleigh and 
Mueller; 85m; $10 (door) 

JEFFREYS CAFE Loma Lampman 
{jazz singer), $10 

JEKYLL AND HYDE Headwind 
(pop/rock): 9:30pm; no cover 

JET HIGHTCLUB 3 Doors Down (CD 
felease party), Aces High 

LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR Live music 
Friday: Trevor Tehir; 7:30pm, 

MEAD HALL And Powerful, White 
Summer, Demascus, others; no minors; 


Bpm; $10 Youth Emergency Shelter 
Benefit 


NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Club open stage; 7pm (door); $4 
{doorl/free for members 


PREVUE:/ SUN, MAY 18 (@ PM) / MEAT BIKINI / THE ARTERY S12 


NEW CITY Bingo hosted by Dexter 
Nebula and Anarchy Adary no minors; 
10pm; no cover 

ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 

Thursdays: Dance lessons at 8pm; 
Salsa DJ to follow 

OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Retro to News classic 
rock, A&B, urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; Spm-2am; no cover 

PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit It 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with Pl residents 

VELVET UNDERGROUND DJ 
Degree, DJ Generic; Spm; no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS Official infected 
Mushroom Afterparty; featuring 
Kristoff, Brian Jamieson, Tnpnotic, sur- 
prise quests; 2-7am; $10 {with Infected 
Mushroom Stamp/Wristband) 


FAI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ARTERY Zune and Vice present the 
Wickad Awesomes, 9pm; no minors: 
RSVP at 
comingnunaEDM@yiceland.com 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jason 
Groeley 

ANOS CAFE Friday Live Music Nights 
in the Metro Room: Lisa Evangelos: 
8pm 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Auiomutaworid 
Blues Band 

CARROT Live music Fridays: pre/post 
with ‘this girl, that boy’ all ages; Bp; 
$5 oor! 

CASINO EDMONTON Madison Drive 
(pop/rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Cat Sass 
(pop/rock) 

COWBOYS Aocklosi Fridays 
every Fri 

EARLY STAGE SALOON House 
favorites: Blue Yonder with Wirston 
Quelch (guitar) 


EDDIE SHORTS Pen 24 (rock 'n" roll) 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Coke 
(rock/pop): Spe: $39.50 at 
TicketMaster 


4 bands 


| don’t care what the fuck is happening, it's called Meat Bikini. How can you not be there? 


O'BYRNE'S Mckeever’s Crossing 


ON THE ROCKS Bad Judgement with 
DJ Shawnibis; Spm 


PAWN SHOP Beyond the Fall, Radio 
for Help, Hostile Hero; 3pm; $10. 


‘STARLITE ROOM Nightwish; 8pm; 
sold out 

‘STEEPS-OLD GLENORA Kaley Bird: 
&30pm; no cover 


TEDDYS PALACE Birch Heart pres- 
ents Ghostkeeper, Smokey and Paul 
James Coutts, Chains; 9pm; $10 {adv, 
at Blackbyrd, Megatunes, Listen)/$13. 
(door) 


{callo), Sarah Ho (piano), Dave Clarke 
{actor}; Gerry Morita and Theresa 
Dextrase (dancers|; 8pm: $20 
{adult/$10 (student/senior/underem- 
played) at TIX on the Square, door 


MUTTART HALL Piano Concertos; 
Sam-12pm and 1:30-4:309m, free 


DIS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 
Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce, Nestor 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James: no cover 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Friday 
DJs spin on the main floor; the 
Wooftop: DJ Ben Jammin’ 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 


BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm: 
DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s and 
"70s progressive rock. disco, and elec- 
tronic Indie with Joel Reboh 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop, 
house, mash up; no minors: 
ESMERALDA’S Exies Freakin Frenzy 
Fridays; Playing the best in country 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
‘racks, rock, retro with DJ Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


PREVUE/ TU, MAY 27 (PM) LE MYSTERE DES VO BULEARES 


TEMPLE 1.G.1.Psydays: Techno Hippy 
Crew; Psyence Fair; 9pm 


URBAN LOUNGE Line of Sight 


VELVET UNDERGROUND Jane Vain 
and the Dark Matter, Ghost Bees, 
(quests; Bpm ; $10 (door) 
\WHISTLESTOP Mr. Lucky; $:30pm- 
1.30am; no cover 


WILD WEST Hoy forme 
ZENARTS Terry Jorden (piano); 57pm 


YARDBIRD SUITE Donald Ray 
Johnson featuring PJ Peny; 8pm 
{door}, Spm {show $20 (memberl/$24 
(quest) at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CATALYST THEATRE The End of 
Time Project: St. Crispin’s Chamber 
Emwemible, Don Ross (clarinet 
Guillaume Tardit (violin), Amy MeClary 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE, $28 - $37.50 
More Bulgarian than olALA Ob! 


GINGUR SKY Tony Mattherhor $40 
(ady) at Vince, Bomb Squad. Snowball 
Hi-Rollerz, Tam Tam, Lil Philly 


HALO Mod Ciub: indie rock, new. 
wave, Bnt pop, and ’60s soul with DJ 
Blua Jay, DU Travy D; no cover before 
10pm $5 (after 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnotig Friday: 
Breakbeat, house, progressive and 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DF Fuuze 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bitch! Bitch! 
Bitch! Fridays; electro, indie, altemna- 
tive, techno with Os Dervish, 
Squirrelly B, quests; no minors; 9pm 
(door) 


NEW CITY Friday Night Freek Out: 
rockandroll/punkrock/ebitofeverthing/t 
nidy with Dus Jebus and Anarchy 
Adam (from CJSR’s Your Weekly AA 
Meeting), G-Whiz 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Fetro to New. classic 
Tock, R&B, urban and dance with DU 


USIC WEEKLY 


Mikee; 9pm-2an 


ROUGE LOUNGE jy) 
merengue. 
Urban-old 


Tequest with a mix 
Zpm-12midnight 
STOLLS Top 40, RAE 
People’s 0 


‘STONEHOUSE Pup | 
Tysin 


with the Techne 
Shadow FX, Wai 
Psycosmio, Space 


URBAN FRAT Furic 
Abel, Brian Bliss 


WUNDERBAR 
Girls, DY Avindi 
cover 


Y AFTERHOURS fo: 
Big Daddy Dragon Root 
(Bedroom); Dez were 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND Gil 
Greeley 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Dog: Ghostkeeper, live 
every Saturday aftemnon, 
cover 

BLUES ON WHYTE 52 
week, 3-4pm; open bi 
Saturday afternoon, 3-5: 
B-STREET BAR AND GAIL. 
Hardline Blues Band; Boen-mi 
cover 


CARROT Open mic Saturu: 
10pm 


CASINO EDMONTON | 
(pop/rock) 


CASINO YELLOWHEAD 
(pop/rock) 

EARLY STAGE SALOON ‘ 
live Music: House favorite 
Yonder with Winston Quelct 
8:30pm-12;30am_ 


EDDIE SHORTS Haunted 
Tock), First Aid Kit 

FILTHY McNASTY'S Ope 
‘Saturdays hosted by 1 
and guests; Tpm (door), 2-5 


FOUR ROOMS Christina S: 
Spm; $5 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB |r 
Versas and Stars Tour. Ch. 
Nathan Carroll, Brock Tyle 
House, Craig Schram no 
(doar); $12 lady, at TIX on 0 
Square)/$15 (door) 
HULBERT'S AJ Brant; Gon 5) 
JAMMERS PUB Saturday 0° 
2-7,30pm; country/rock bar 
JAND R BAR AND GRILL “= 
Live Music: Mt Lucky, S 

no wover 

JEKYLL AND HYDE Hew 
{pop/rock}; 9:30pm: no cov 
(JET NIGHTCLUB Punt’ 
‘Sideshow Bob 

LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR \ 
‘Gold Musings with Trevis 902 
MEAD HALL City of Sais. 
Sheep, The Special Gues 
Wasteland, Astave; no 1" 
(doork $10 


all ages. licensed ever 
9330pm Spam leven $15 lode 
Square 420-1757//$20 


O'BYRNE'S Saturday afte 
Chins Winters, guests 


PAWN SHOP Greenbo" © 


(Goork: $10 {after 10pm) 
QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL ' 


KL 
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Death Of.” 
"Sometimes you get it handed to you 
and you get lucky but most guys have to 
_ work for a long time to get to where 
they want to be,” he muses philosophi- 
cally. “Finally | wrote that song, finally 
~ that song came around that everyone 
said, ‘You know what, you did it. You 
had good songs before but this is the 
song that's going to make it for you,’ and 
that's what's happening.” 

After creating the album and booking 
Beyond the Fall's first North American 
tour all by himself—in an effort to prove 
it could be done—Wilkinson is excited 

‘buzz about the _by the camaraderie that has been built 
ng onand we put —_up in the band, and is even willing to 

ple.” think about making the next album col- 
laboratively. 


ly I've always used my best song as a 
Stepping stone—every time | write my 
best song, the next one has to be better 
than that. So, ‘Day in the Death Of is 
now our line and if someone brings 2 
song that is as good or better, then we'll 
work on it. That's always been my phi- 
losophy—there's no point in working on 
songs that are just kind of half assed. If 
they bring something great then | have 
no problem working on it.” 

All of his hard work is paying divi- 
dends big time, as he'll tell you, and a 
major label deal seems imminent 

“The label we're with now, they're 
kind of the middle guys,” he says of the 
band's current label, EO Music. “They've 
been working their asses off to get us 
where we are and they want to push us 
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new musicians 
word of mouth of 


fronton Blues Sosiaty: Recolfection 
Hoes Band, West of Winnipeg. 
70g {door free (member /$5 (non- 
mentee at door 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Jucibolle, Stone 
bin, A Fath of Nica 


(ROCK PUB AMD GBALL Molsons Sat 
anVopen stage 4pm; Lire Ammo; 
Som 


STARLITE ROOM Dave Neda, 
Tieraworthy, Kisssia Fell Oust with 
Deguine, Allout DUS. quasts: tickets at 
TicketMaster 

‘TEMPLE (ih Snap! OF Soap! with 
Degree, All Out Os; Dave tacts, 
Treworth, Kisaie Fell Gut and more: 
oon 

URBAN LOUNGE Line of Sight 
VELYET UNDERGROUND The End 
Crodits, Benzihvilte, Ghast House, 
Mantras; $10 (door 

WALD WEST Hey fomeo 


YARDGIRD SURTE Donald Say 
johessor teamturing PU Perry, Bpre 
coor, Seer. shaw), $20 (member/$24 
‘ueat) at TicketMaster 


CLASSICAL 


CATALYST THEATRE Tho End of 
Time Project: St. Crispin's Chamber 
Ensemble, Don Ross (clarinet), 
Guillaume Tardif (violin), Amy MeClary 
{oallo}, Sarah Ho (piano), Dave Clarke 
{actor}, Gerry Morita and Theresa 
Dextrase (dancers), 8pm; $20 
(adult}/$10 (student/senior/underem- 
ployed) at TIX on the Square, door 


{sitor), Saskia Rao de-Haas {callo); 
7:30pm. $20 (adv. at 780-716- 
1950)/15 {door} 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR 
‘Saturdays: Top 40 with DJ Soundwave 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Saturisy 
‘evenings on the Main Floor. 
AltRock/Electro/Trash, The Manace 
Sessions with Miss Mannered 
BUDDY'S Undie night for men only, 
tree poo! and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


“I've always done most of the writing 
myself so it really depends what some- 
one else brings to the table—that's the 
way it's always been,” he says. “Basical- 


DELUXE BURGER BAR Rare ‘60s and 
70s progressive rock, disco, and dlec- 
tronic Indie with Joet Reboh 

EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip hop, 
house, mash up 


ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: Every 
Sata different theme 

FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Gone Gold 
Mash-Up: with Harmen B and DJ 
Kwake 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top 
tracks, rock, retro with DJ Damian 


GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays 


HALD For Thosa Who Know: house 
every Sat with DU Junior Brown, Luke 
Morrison. Nestor Delano, Ari Rhodes 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Sizle Saturday: DU 
Groovy Cuvy and quests 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Saturdays real altemative, classics, 
punk with DJ Nazz Nomad; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Saturiay 
Sucks: electro, industrial, alt. and indy, 
electro, rock with Dus Grag Gory end 
Blue Jay, $5 


PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVENUE 
Suggestive Saturdays: breaks electro 


to a major label. We've had interest 
already and we've had a few labels out 
to some of the showeases we've done so 
it's just a matter of time at this point." w 


house with PI residents 

RED STAR Saturdays india rock, hip 
hop, and electro with DU Hot Philly 
and guests 


RENDEZVOUS Survival motal night 


SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld Injing and Roller 
Skating Disco: Top 40 request with o 
mix of retro and disco 15pm and 
Tpm-12 midnight 

‘STOLLIS ON WHYTE Top 40, RAB, 
house with Prople’s DJ 

TEMPLE 0h Snap!: Every Saturday 
with Degroo and Allout DJs with 
weekly quests; 9pm. 


\WUNDERBAR featured 0.) and loca! 
bands 


Y AFTERHOURS Relasee Saturdays: 
May Travis Mateeson, Erin Eden 
Tisnna, J Donovan (Bedroom), Degree, 
Kristoff (Underground); Michelle C 
(Upper Heaven) 


ARTERY Cowgirl Opera: Meat Bikini 
featuring Pangina, Bebop Cortez, Ua 
Lody performing Switch Biade Death 
Derby, Tax Kirkwood and the Erector 

Set, Stuart Martha (Alberta’ 
drag queen}, Tho Nihilist Burlesque 
Kristine Nutting, Jamie Tea the tcing 


Sugar Mistress, The Camrose Men's 
Dance Team, Meat Pool with Jesse 


Gorvias, The Pasticidé Girls, Pewred 
tand Prejudiced: Spm (peop show, 
10:30pm (bands), $12 (door) 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Tho 
Wheat Pool, The City Strwets, 0B 
Buscton Cockatoo, Eamon MeGrath, The 
Wild Dogs, MikeMeDonald Broadband, 
3pm-12am, no cover 


CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 
Sunday jam. 7pm 


THURSDAY 
MAY22 


$2 


OA 


25 HIGHBALLS 


UNTIL 11:00 yo 


ee 


| 
GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Avo, 913 
2 Ave, 433-9676 * GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 482-4841 * i iy er 


Riverbend 

(Saees 3680 * HALO 10538 Jdsper Ave, 423-HALO * HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15120 A besernent Stony Plain Rd, 780-756-6010 A HOOUGA HE PUB 1070 

Ss. HULBERT'S 7501- CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAM! 

Gaui 2003-108 St. MEATS 7001 eS 6 CAPE 000 taps 451-8890 * SeeyeL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Avo, 427-2760 
JULIAN’S PIANO Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4563 © KAS BAR 10444-82 Avo, 433-6 


° BAR 
7 Ave, 2nd Fi 447-4496 © 
» LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St. 481-2786 * LEVA BAR 11052-86 Ave, 433-5382 * iar ee BV 7 NeW CITY 10081 Jasper Avo, 413-4578 


* ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, 790-756-9856 * ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St, 432-461) * AXIS 
CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 990-0031 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8207-99 St. 430-9200 * BACKROOM VODKA 
BAR 10324A-82 Ave, upstairs, 436-4418 * THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Jasper Ave 420-9098 * BAR 
WILD 10552 82 Ave, 432-0814 * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Piain Ad, 484-7751 * 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-52 Ave, 439-1082 ¢ BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St Albert, 418- 
6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329:82 Ave. 439 3981 « BONNIE 
DOON HALL 9240-93 St * BOOTS 10242-106 St, 423-5014 « B-STREET BAR AND GRILL 11818-1131 Ave * 
BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave, 488-0636 * CAFE LEVA 11053-86 Ave * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyil Ad, 
ELLOWHEAD 12464-1523 St, 424-9467 * CATALYST THEATRE 8629 Gateway Boulevard 


NIGE 
yhoo yO MIDt \ ah 


by 


WHERE THEY ARE 


. 

7896 « DINWOODIE LOUNGE U of A Campus * DRUID 11606 Jasper 
118 Ave, 474-5554 * EDDIE 

Ill, 489-SHOW * EMPIRE BALLROOM WEM Phase 2. upper level, WEM, 486-9494 * EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 
20125-107 Ave. 471-9125 * FIDDLER’S ROOST 8906-99 St * FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-52 Ave, Od ° 


10050 MacDonald Dr * NEWCASTLE i } 
MNIKK! DIAMOND'S Peeeen caren Bees NORTHGA TE LIONS SENIOR CENTRE 7524-139 Ave * NORWOOD LEGION 1150-82 St * O’BYRNE’S s0816-62, 
| jaye, 41446766 « ONTHE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 482-4767 * OVERDRIVE NEIGHBORHOOD PUB 6104-104 St, 439-9485 « OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10305, 
Nt St 423-1643 « SOUTH Whitemud Crossing, 4211-108 St, 485-1717 « PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 432-0814 « PLANET INDIGO 
QUEEN HALL nivers STAR, 052 aly 428-0825 * ROBERTSON UNITED CHURCH tozogza St» ROCK 
1 Jes e 
airs Unversity A FP RoSEBOWLROUGE TDUNGE 10111-117 St, 482-5253 + ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 1264 102 Ave * 


6006 © 
RANT AND ‘Ave, 437-0231 /7 10-1625 * SAVOY 10401-82 Ave, 438-0373 * SIDELINERS PUB 11018-127 St, 452-6 
LOUNGS + STEEP TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 11116-52 Awe, 982-8105 * f 
STRATHERN PUB 9514-87 St, 465-5478 * TAPHOUSE 9020 


STOLLI'S 2nd Fi, 1036-82 Ave, 437-2293 * STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 * HOUBE 9020 
Albert, 458-0860 PALACE OnSS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452.7770 
‘ OUNCE I NE jee » VE GINDERGROUND 1030-102 St (downstairs), 26-1089 0 WHISTLESTOP 12416 
Y F8120-101 St. 436-2286 * ¥ AFTERHOURS 1026-102 St Y 
SOON rea are, AS20828 TE STERDAYS PUB 112, 205 Carnegie Dr, St. Albert, 469-0295 


GLENORA 12411 Story Plain Ra * 


132 Ave, 451-5506 * WILD WEST 
www yafterhours.com * YARDBIRD SUITE 10203-86 Ave, 432-0428 « YI 
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BUSH CONNECTION TS 


GIRL BANDS / DJS / ART SHOW 


PAUL JAMES COUTTS & CHAINS 


WOMEN & MT. ROYAL 


KATHLEEN EDWARDS 


MINDLESS 


MEMBERS & GUESTS FAGILITY 


BEHIND STARLITE ROOM 
ALL EVENTS 18+ + DOORS AT 9PM 


WITH DEGREE & ALLOUT DIS 
ELECTRIFIED DUBWISE DANCEROCK BOOTY BASS MASHED UP PARTY RIDDIMS 


ETG.ALPS 


WITH THE TECHNO ‘voetaath CREW 


RESIDENTS SPACE AGE, PSYCOSMIC & WAV OCCUPATION 


WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 


Rising Down gets up on Billboar 


3 | BACKLASH BLUES 


= ROLAND PEMBERTON 
roland @yueweekly.com 


The Roots has been at the forefront of the 
conscious rap scene for 15 years, trading 
on a streetwise, literate perspective (cre- 
ating the Okayplayer collective in the 
process) with a malleable jazz band as a 
replacement for static beats. Led by 
vocalist Black Thought (nee Tariq Trotter) 
and drummer/spiritual leader Ahmir 
“Tuestlove” Thompson, the group in 
recent years has been pinned to 
grandiose ideas that have made for less 
than massive sales. From Phrenology to 
The Tipping Point to Game Theory, these 
wordy, occasionally literary, referential 
album titles have led to relatively minor 
success in the shadow of the group's 
commercial breakthrough, 1999's Things 
Fall Apart. |t seems the darker that the 
Roots goes thematically, the less the 
audience can associate with the group. 
With its 10th effort, Rising Down, the 


Roots has made a politically charged, 
hard driving rap record while maintaining 
a pop sensibility, making for a promising 
Billboard chart entry (number 6 with 
54 000 copies sold) as well as a challeng- 
ing listening experience. 

The band has reached its darkest cor- 
ners with a strange approach that devi- 
ates from the typical Roots formula. One 
noticeable trend is a lack of Black 
Thought, as he trades verses with a sur- 
prising 10 other rappers, including Com- 
mon, Talib Kweli, Mos Def and Styles P. 
The main theme of the album seems to 
be the black identity in a remarkably falli- 
ble political climate. “Drinkin’ on Old Eng- 
lish brew and whatever they think we do” 
is a line by Dice Raw on “I Will Not Apol- 
ogize” and it encapsulates the fear of the 
Roots crew: that the unfair perception of 
commercial rap and black media by other 
races will create more negative stereo- 
types of black people in general. 


ANOTHER RECURRING THEME is the his- 
torical relevance of the group. “@ 15” is 
literally Black Thought convincingly rap- 


ping a cappella at that age, Makin 
Clever juxtaposition with the next t 
pure rhyming clinic caljeq : 

(Black's Reconstruction)” Thi. 
particular, composed of a sinista, 
synth-bassline, makes one wond 
So much outsourcing happened witty y. 
album, because Thought is Sbvious Gs 
top form. The album also oper, Hi: 
es with tracks traced to 1994 
Pow Wow,” with the first | 
intensely stressful phone q 


NS and clog. 


between the band and the Second 
amicable freestyle session. 

The album's production is futuristic 
Vaguely apocalyptic. 2uestlove refe 
Blade Runner when describing the 


and that comparison holds up, wit) ¢ 
torted vocals, mechanical drums 5 
intentionally jarring shifts (two skits w; 
“Unwritten” in the title that end bef 
completion) paramount on the reo, 
Perhaps the record buying public js | 
ested in music it can relate to, music th 
attempts to analyse today’s problems | 
constructive way that the political sect 
refuse to do. w 


DUSTERS PUB Sunday open stage ————————_ |_ PUNK Bub HA (WHYTE AVE) COMAAUNITY 
hasted by the Mary Thomas Band eee Suit al, cae eas re 
ie a pa 
festival: Broadcast Zero, Brother ui : 
Voodoo, Die Daily, The Homy BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sieran FREEHOUSE Sleeman Reagee music with Bomb Squad. Wectnesday evening 
Coroners: $5 bare {ive music month; no B.. Chrome Nine: no cover ROCK PUB AND GRILL 
5 nite open stage; 9pm-1 an 
HULBEAT'S PUB Songwriters RED STAR Tuesdays: Experimental > 
Stage; 7pm: no cover ie IVORY CLUB Open mic Mondays; Indie Rock, Hip Hop, Electro with DJ 
JAMMIERS PUB Sunday open bi poe een Hoel 
open blues 
an Pose hoe y Kan Fed Gog LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: teen a 
NEWCASTLE PUB Live Sins jam and Matt; 91230 DRUID rea AVENUE) Open house beats with DJ Kevin Wong jam}; $10 at the 
hosted by Wily and Dave; 230pm Ran Stage with Chris Wyrters STEEPS TEA LOUNGE Opn 
Weer sl JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Diana Ross, | SPORTSWORLD INLINE ANDAND | [accu ctc) every Wed 
OBYAME'S Sunday night open stage Vivisect, others; no minors; Bpm "tickets at Te : ROLLER SKATING DISCO Top 40 aeee vs 
with doe Bird (door $10 ee request with a mix of retro and:disco; | VELVET UNDERGROUND vi 
ON THE ROCKS Souljah Fyah with PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY LEGENDS PUB Tuesday open jam Tpm-12 midnight Style Wetinesdays: Open mi hp 
DU Mike; Spm HALL Acoustic instrumental old time hosted by Gary Thomas hop: Spm $5 
Fiddle jam hosted by the Wild Rose O'BYRNE Tuesday night Celtic jam WILD WEST Kory Wios 
OSCARS PUB Open stage Sundays , a 
hosted by Chvis Wynters of Captain Old Tyme Fiddlers Society, 7pm ‘with Shannon Johnson nS 
Tractor; 8-1 1pm 
OVERDRIVE Anything Goes: acoustic BACKROOM VODKA BAR De) 
Jam every Sunday aftemoon with the Wednesdays: Soulful Deep 1 
Shuftiohounc: 1230-69 with Nic-E and Smoov 
PREM SHOP Tho Omgee Theory, BANK ULTRA LOUNGE V 
Smeothride, Sons of York Nights: with DJ Harley 
CLASSICAL BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE !s 
Floor, Glitter Gulch Wedr 


CATALYST THEATRE The End of 
Time Project: St. Crispin’s Chamber 
Ensemble, Don Ross (clarinet), 
Guillaume Tardif {violin}, Amy MeCiary 
(cello), Sarah Ho (piano), Dave Clarke 
(actor); Gerry Morita and Theresa 
Daxtrase (dancers): 2pm; $20 
{edult/$10 (student/senior/underem- 
ployed) at TIX on the Square, door 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Kare! 
Gott Felix Slovacek and Pavel 
Vetrovec, 8pm. 


DJS 


BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night with Atomic improv, 
Jemeoki and DJ Tim 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Aftemoons: Phil, 2-7pm: Main Floor: 
Got To Give it Up: Funk, Soul. 
Motown. Disen.with DJ Red Dawn 
spinning 

BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm-2:3Ram 
quest Os inquire at 
kelty@michetti.com 


GINGUR Svictly Reggee Bashment: 
Tony Matterhom 


OVERTIME BROILER Sunday 
Industry Night Requests with DJ Bo 
URBAN FRAT Urban Ladies Night 
Sundays: Sexy Can | (booty shorts and 
skirts affair: with DJ Abel, 
Invinceable, 0) Maca: 10pk (door 
$12 (cover) 

WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Galiates 
and XS, guests: no cover 


¥ AFTERHOURS AEHAS (Bedroom) 


i MON 


[MAY 17 (8 PM) / MATTRESS / THE TREEHOUSE, $10 


“The name's Mattress 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
Legendary Rose Bow! Monday Jam: 
hosted by Shenry-Lee Wiser/Mike 
MeDonald (attematingl Sem-12am 


WINSPEAR CENTRE George 
Thorogood and the Destroyers: 
7.30pm: sold out 


DJS 


BAR WALD Bar Gone Wild Mondiays: 
Servies industry Night no minors, 
Spm-Zam 

BUDOY'S NIGHTCLUB f:9; Elects 
latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop: 12em- 
2am: interested quest Dus inquire 
at keily@michetti.com, karaoke wath 
Tizzy, amateur strip contest; Spen- 
2am 


Mondays: with DJ SWAG. 

FLUID LOUNGE Mondays Maer 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Munch on Metal Mondays: "80s metal 
weith DU Sammi Kerr, no manors; 90 
cover 


ladies?~ 


{door after 3:30pm} 
SWELINERS PUB The Tuesday All 
Star Jam: Hosted by Alicia Tait and 
Rickey Sidecar, 
‘STARLITE BOOM Ladytron, 
Datarock: no minors; 8pm (doorl: $25 


YARDBIRD SUITE .am Session: Joa! 
Eisen oon ee a 
every Tue: $3 


EDDIE SHORTS 
with Dr. Blues; &-10pe 


HOOLIGAMZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hasted by Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Kenny 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 
MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE Jully 
Black all ages event 7-30pm: $25 at 
TicketMaster 


OBYRNE'S Back to Back Slues 
Party: Stowbumn 


2 UMAY 18MAY 21; 2008 


MUSIC 


Rides... Worst Wrecks. 
¢ RetroActive Rs 


Wave, 
and Roll with Lt Cool Joe 
BUDDY'S Hump day with DJ Sac 
Sean 
EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE |: 
Nu-Contrast. Julz and Cashly, Go 
Elements & Konflict: Sprm-Zam, $52 
at TicketMaster 
FLURD LOUNGE Wesinesdiays 
This 


LEGENDS PUB Hip hoo/F8B wih 
DY Spinoycle 


‘Werinesday. 110 minors: no co 
NOG DIAMONDS Punk ond 
metal every Wednesday 


RED STAR Guest Dus oy 
Wednesdey 


Y AFTERHOURS Not Weare 


WITH 
GUESTS 


SEPTEMBER 8 - SHAW CONFERENCE CENTRE 
TICKETS ON SALE SATURDAY MAY 17 AT 10 AM - DOORS 7 PM - GENERAL ADMISSION - ALL AGES | 
WMIONEVERTS*#COM ticketmaster.ca 451-8000 we 


sonic *)) 
THO ALSO-AT ALL TICKETMASTER OUTLETS, MEGATUNES. BLACKBYRD, BS (WEM) AND FREECLOUD 
MUSIC MN 1B MAY 24,2008 IRL TERY 3 5° 


- UNIDNEVENTS: COM 


JUST ANNOUNCED - TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY JUST ANNOUNCED - TICKETS ON SALE SATURDAY 


wnTHE SPILL CANVAS 
avo SING IT LOUD 


EARLY SHOW - DOORS 5:00 PM - ALL AGES 
TICKETS ALSO AT ait a &FS = 


THE PAWN SHOP: | 
re ae aa mil oe RE ea 


ICKET: SO AT MEGA 


pee] (ENEMY 
B SAINT ALVIRE tewmoaa | a 24 STARLIE ROOM, 


ea i cpl i rF iol DOORS 8 PM - 18+ ID REQ. - TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, FS Ade 
ee eT NY Sp ew ee 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
BARONESS 


Pride Tiger | 


FRIDAY MAY 23 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE MAY 26- -FDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES - TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, - steno FS fi DOORS 7 PIM - ALL AGES -TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BL:ACKBYRD & FS (WEM) 


BATTLES STARLITE ROOM & | [SEA Ww f OL I EF FY me 


DOORS 8 PM / 18+ ID / TIX ALSO AT MEGATUNES BLACKBYRD & LISTEN 
Bie TET DW GES 


STARLITE ROOM. 


O SHOW =. 3 Pe 
ie = “sient ar DOORS 7 PM - ALL AGES 


NO NORS - Di 3 
TN Ee eee nren bot / diem) MY icxersaiso AT MEGATUNES, BLADKEYRD FS (WEN) AND FREELOUD 


ALSO AVAILABLE ON | dicen stan ca 45]-8000 
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s just gotten off 
the Forward Festival in 
adrid when band member 
‘panie! Hunt takes the phone for an 
‘merview. A not-so-subtle mixture of 
adrenaline and alcohol crackle from 
the dressing room through the phone. 
having to take the stage at 
g pm in a city that doesn’t even con- 
sider a party until midnight, despite 
having to conduct an interview imme- 
diately after a show, Hunt is friendly 
and talkative in his Liverpudlian way. 

The Englishman has every reason 
to be. The band’s fourth album— 
velocifero, set for release in June—is 
one that he says is his favourite and 
has already caught the attention of 
fans over the internet. 

We've been touring the last record 
over two years, you know, so actually 
playing brand new songs and seeing 
the response—because we're playing 
ii now, and the record's not out yet— 
people have obviously heard with 
ieaks or with MySpace or whatever, 
but it’s just cool,” he says over the 
background cacophony. “To play 
‘Ghosts’ or ‘Runaway’ and see people 
sing along when the record’s not 
released yet. It’s cool. That's exciting 
for us.” 


WHILE AT THIS POINT in Ladytron’s 


career, and with the technical know- 
how of its members, the band is fully 
capable of achieving the kind of sound 


Mm HMONTO 
MUSICIAN'S 


DIRECTORY 


Plus! Submit your 
isting today! | 


TUE MAY 20(@ PM) 
LADYTRON 


eked 
= 

| ITH OATAROEK 
Ex | SIARUTEROOML $25 


it aims for, Velocifero also saw the 
guidance of some accomplished pro- 
ducers, including Alessandro Cortini 
(Nine Inch Nails). The album’s harder 
edge might lead to assumptions that it 
was Cortini’s hand that led the quar- 
tet—rounded out by Reuben Wu, Helen 
Marnie and Mira Aroyo—into the rock- 
ier caverns of its sound. 

“You see the name [Alessandro Cor- 
tini] and you see what he’s done, and 
people would make an assumption 
about what his contribution would be. 
He added a lot more of the kind of 
spectral synthy layers. He wasn’t really 
doing hard stuff,” Hunt explains. “Real- 


COCKATOO 


FAMON MCGRATH 


« THE WILD DOGS 


ly, we produce the album, but we work 
with these people because of the col- 
laboration ... you know, something 
else could come from it. And what 
Alessandro brought was really nice 
layers of ear candy, rather than the 
hard stuff. The hard stuff was just what 
we were doing, you know.” 

The hard stuff isn’t the only progres- 
sion fans will find on the album. Hunt 
has also gone from doing the odd 
background vocal to singing a track 
with Marnie. Although it all happened 
quite by accident, the effect is haunting. 

“My friends are, like, ‘Oh God, I've 
never heard him sing before.’ You 
know what I mean? Everyone's a little 
bit freaked out by it. I suppose it’s the 
first time anyone's actually noticed. 

“It was right for this. 1 put down the 
guide vocals for it—this was when 
Helen was away on holidays. When 
she came back, she did her layers and 
then we kind of just chopped between 
them and it worked, so we kept it.” 

In the end, the interview is cut 
short, with decidedly English apolo- 
gies. The party in the room around 
him is heading out for an important 
bite before a night on the town. 

“What a minute, there’s absolutely 
stupidity going on around me. I hope 
this isn’t picking up on the tape,” Hunt 
laughs. “Everyone's evacuating the 
dressing room. It's getting to be a 
killing fields right now.” 

And with that, Ladytron heads out 
to slay Madrid. w 
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3PM-12AM 


[AN 20 PINTS - 88 
SLEEMAN HONEY BROWN - 84 
SLEEMAN ORIGINAL DRAUGHT - #4 


TUES 
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COMED 


full table service!!! 


fed 


DOORS 8PM «IO MINORS 


Y NIGHT 


alberta’s funniest comics!!! 


New City Hotline: «2% sscoas? |] 
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Doors 8pm. 
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THE JULLY BLACK EXPERIENCE 


with special quest George 


May 21 
os Myer Horowitz Theatre 


BOUNCE Tickets also at the door 
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EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE | i 
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Doors’ self-titled 
‘s Plastic Ono 
» Doors DVD is 
than the Lennon 
regimen of intro- 
and its influence 
s with musicians like 
Farrel, followed 
at sets the stage for the 
highlighting the time 
(Los, oe From 


slure reading Morrison's 
acrietah (to the Other 
y impressed with the 


| are those: 


Bruce Botnick, sits at a mixing desk, 


ore ane fos nova 
for "Break on 


used as a i jumping Off point in “Break on 

___ Through,” and the guitar line in “Soul 
that he says was his attempt at 

simulating a James Brown hom section. 

In contrast to the Doors’ episode, the 
DVD delving into Lennon's Plastic Ono 
Band is more freeform, as it tries to exam- 
ine an artist who was not at the beginning 
of his career, but rather in the midst of a 


” transformation as he left the Beatles 


behind and tried to create an album that 
captured where he was after Beatlemania 
was all over—at least for Lennon himself. 

Unfortunately, there’s too much 
seemingly blind praise of Lennon's 
absolute genius—from his widow, Yoko 
Ono, his drummer in both the Beatles 
and the Plastic Ono Band album, Ringo 
Starr, and others—and too little actual 
analysis of the music. 

Ono is particularly difficult here, 
spending much of her time on screen 
insinuating that Lennon was being held 
back by the Beatles, and more specifi- 
tally by his loyalty to the other mem- 
bers and what she says was his 
reluctance to spoil their success in the 
interest of his own artistic fulfilment. 
While allegations like that may make 
for a tabloid-like viewing experience, 
what is missing is the other side of the 
Story, and that holds true with much of 
what is here—such as the claim that 
co-producer Phil Spector didn’t actually 
do any production on the album. 

Which is a pity, because this could 
have been an interesting look inside an 
album that was a struggle for Lennon to 
make in the shadow of his past—as he 
tried ta escape from that shadow, in fact. 
The DVD ends up coming across as little 
more than the recollections of those 
involved with the album, along with state- 
ments by a few who weren't. It's too bad 
that the program doesn’t spend more time 
in the studio, as has been the custom 


~ with the Classic Albums series, taking the 


songs apart and building them up again 
piece by piece, providing some audible 
evidence of just what the album is made 
of. There are a few of those moments to 

be found here—Lennon’s solo vocal track 
of - as screams at the end of 
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EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
‘ou might think that music is all 
Y about, well, the music. That line 
of thought does make sense— 
until you start considering that an artist 
just might have a brand new album that 
she might want to get the word out 
about, or maybe she'll be playing a gig 
and wouldn't mind tipping off the public 
so that there are more people in the 
audience then just her friends. That's 
when musicians start doing interviews 
and letting everyone know just what’s 
on their mind, hopefully striking a chord 
that intrigues a few people just enough 
that they dig a little further and become 
a fan of—you guessed it—the music. 

Of course, not everyone likes to do 
interviews. Just this week alone, one 
band blew off its interview with Vue and 
another was out on tour and couldn't 
be reached in time to make deadline. 
But, at the other end of the spectrum is 
Jully Black. When she picks up the 
phone, she’s already been doing inter- 
views for a little while—almost 10 
hours, in fact. Still, she’s happy and 
game for another round right at the end 
of a long haul, admitting that she’s tired, 
but not tired of talking. Instead, she 
says, she's simply grateful that she has 
the opportunity to tell her story and get 
it out there for people who just might be 
interested in it. To Black, the music and 
the interviews are just different sides of 
the same coin. 

“The beauty of a song, obviously is 
you get melody and harmony and 
then you get music and you get repe- 
titions—a little bit through osmosis 
you may know how my heart was 
broken,” she explains. “But a lot of 
times, as a fan of reading material, 
you read a good interview and you 
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feel like you know the person a little 
more and you want to inquire a little 
more. Often you may not get that in a 
song—you like the song, ‘Woo-hoo,’ 
but do you really feel like googling or 
youtubing, going that extra step? 

“The music is almost like the symp- 
tom of the person,” she adds, “so it's 
like, ‘OK, well, let me get to the root of 
where the music really comes from.’” 


SO, WHERE DOES Biack’s music come 
from, then? Well, she says that it’s 
been a long time coming—she started 
writing songs when she was 11 years 
old, although she’s quick to point out 
that those early pieces weren't neces- 
sarily very good. And, she adds, to 
this day she'll throw out a song that 
she doesn''t feel is strong enough. 

“For me, for maybe every six songs, 
seven songs, I do one really good 
one,” she explains. “Maybe I’m hard 
on myself, but to me that’s how I was 
able to get strong enough songs that 
will appeal to everybody—I just keep 
writing. It’s got to wow me out of the 
gate. Even if it’s not lyrically, the 
melody’s got to wow me.” 

Black then quickly laughs that she 
can occasionally wow herself, only to 
play a song for her producer or her 
mom and receive a lukewarm 
response, sending her back to work. 

_ “Remember the Great Gazoo in The 
Flintstones?” she chuckles. “I have a 
couple of those people in my life that 
call me dum-dum every so often. 
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BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
Everyone knows someone who has had 
an experience with cancer and everyone 
knows what a shitty deal cancer is, but 
something that often gets overlooked is 
the fact that young people are highly 
susceptible to certain forms of cancer, 
and suffer from the malady to.an unae- 
ceptable degree. Thankfully, there are 
people spreading the word and getting 
the information about prevention out to 
young people in innovative ways. 

One of those ways is Skate 4 Cancer, a 
project started by Rob Dyer, who first 
skateboarded from LA to Toronto, and this 
year will skateboard from Toronto to Hali- 
fax raising money and awareness along 
the way. At some point, Dyer began hold- 
ing benefit concerts in Toronto and soon a 
benefit tour will reach Edmonton featuring 
up-and-coming Toronto band Elephant. 

“We've known Rob Dyer for a while as 
friends and he’s been doing the Skate 4 
Cancer thing for quite some time and 
we've been fortunate enough to play on 
some shows in Toronto and we're really 
fortunate to get called on to go on the tour 
with him and promote a preventative 
lifestyle and cancer prevention,” explains 


singer Matthew Maclnnis, before going on 
to explain how an S4C show differs from a 
normal gig. “Matthew [Johnston, another 
act on the tour] and Dan [Tall in our band 
do a talk between one of the sets just to 
make everybody aware of different forms 
of cancer and early detection and cancer 
prevention and those kinds of things, and 
Rob gets up there and does a talk as well. 
“They talk about how to do breast 
self examinations, talk about testicular 
cancer, melanomas, and also talk about 
second hand smoke and lung cancer, 
stuff that really affects young people 
because it's really a movement that's 
aimed at young people because, when 
you're young, cancer can seem like 
something that affects your parents or 
your grandparents but you don’t realize 
that it can have such an impact on peo- 


They keep it real with me.” 

But, while Black welcomes a |it)jc 
feedback, she doesn’t let anyon 
else’s opinions rule her day. As sh- 
Says, music is a subjective thing that 


is Wide open to interpretation. s, 
when it comes down to writing songs 
Black does her best to come up with 
strong tunes that stick in hers and hey 
listener's minds. 

“Sometimes I pick up my guitar—| 
play well enough to write songs, so | 
do it that way—but often I'll be in m 
car and a melody will come. Now | 
have a dictaphone, but before | used 
to call my answering machine and 
sometimes when I forget it I still call 
my answering machine and sing on 
there. Lyrics are the last step—it’ 
about melody for me first, becaus 
most people will hum along before 
they can even sing along. 

“Why ruin a strong melody with 
weak words.” w 


ple of a young age, particularly breast | 
cancer and testicular cancer which can | 
manifest themselves pretty early.” | 
Elephant’s lush and orchestral indie 
rock will gain the band plenty of new | 
fans as it makes its first jaunt across the | 
country. The group's new album took | 
two years to complete, and sounds all | 
the better for it with its complex | 
arrangements and symphonic flavour. In 
fact, it almost sounds too good, and . 
completely impossible to pull off live. | 
“We do some tracking with some of 
the strings which we can't pull off live at 
this point,” explains MacInnis. “It's not | 
stuff that’s completely outrageous and ) 
looks ridiculous—{ don't think—but we | 
try to play as many of the parts as we can | 
and the guy who plays keys can run some 
of the parts through that, but we do have 
some bottom end tracking as well.” | 
It being Elephant's first major tour, the | 
whole band is pretty excited to get out | 
on the road and see more of the country 
than just Ontario’s “Golden Horseshoe 
“We've mostly just been in southwest: | 
ern Ontario and Toronto so it'll be our first 
time going across the country—any- 
where that isn’t London or Toronto it's ou’ 
first time, actually,” laughs Macinnis. “Its | 
been fun—we've gotten some really 
warm receptions and hospitality. We're 
on the East Coast right now so it almost 
goes without saying that people have 
been really hospitable and Kind.” w 
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| ONLY WANT WHAT | CAN'T SEE 
ROUTINE 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 

A while ago punk rock suffered a 
schism of some sort and it all cen- 
tred around the concept of feelings. 
Those kids who wanted to sing 
about their feelings were all of a 
sudden “emo” and those who didn’t 
could still be punks. It always 
seemed a little silly—after all, music 
has always been about feelings and 
punk rock has produced some of the 
greatest love songs, angry songs, 
and even impassioned pleas for 
political change, of any musical 
genre, so how did having emotions 
become bad all of a sudden? 

The truth is, it didn’t. It was, and 
sadly continues to be, just a way to 
divide people along micro-genre lines 
because some people just can’t get 
enough of the us-vs-them mentality 
and can’t function without an enemy. 

Where is all of this going? It’s sim- 
ply a roundabout way of telling you 
that the new Secret Fires disc J Only 
Want What J Can’t See is the most 
emotionally complicated release I’ve 
heard in a long time—something a bit 
surprising given that we're not talking 
about a band that creates tech-y 
soundscapes or anything, but straight 
up balls to the wall rock ‘n’ roll. 

Secret Fires has experienced emo- 
tions you've likely never even 
thought of, or at the very least 
wouldn't consider fodder for a song 
Like when lead singer Travis Sargent 
explains how sometimes he has to 
lie to keep from hurting the feelings 
of someone he loves on “Travis vs 
the Truth” or when he describes a 
much more complicated than usual 
feeling of regret after a breakup on 


ist- 


recordsaécds 


narrow stairs co 


== NEW SOUNDS 


“Baby, I'm a Rat” where he doesn’t 
seem to feel as bad about the terri- 
ble things he did within the context 
of the relationship as he does about 
the fact that he wasted some poor 
girl’s time on a relationship that was 
never headed anywhere in the first 
place, and he’s sorry she fell in love 
with him—it’s not exactly the Jack- 
son 5's “I Want You Back.” Secret 
Fires will make you happy that punk 
rock found its way back to emotion, 
and not in some ridiculously ironic 
way either, but with the passionate 
fire of the reason punk came to exist 
in the first place—because people 
are complicated and sometimes they 
need to tell you about it. 

The sound of the album is also 
influenced by the fact it was 
recorded onto tape which, because 
it was SO expensive, necessitated a 
two-takes-only rule. It’s a subtle 
difference to be sure, but one that 
matches the aesthetic of the band 
and the songs nicely in that it 
sounds rawer and more to the 
point—the drums are more guttural, 
guitars and bass sound warm and 
sexy and the whole package sounds 
impulsive but polished, balanced 
but manic. 

Overall, Secret Fires has produced 
a debut well worth the wait, and well 
worth the effort—due to some “com- 
plications” the band reportedly had to 
commit a break and enter to retrieve 
their master tapes so that they could 
be mixed—it took to make. Now that 
it’s okay to have feelings again, I’m 
really looking forward to whatever is 
next for the Secret Fires (and actually, 
the band just released a split 7” with 
local 12-steppers the City Streets) as 
well as whatever the bands that find 
themselves influenced by Secret Fires 
come up with. 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.c 
Mention Brazilian beats and elec j;.. 
in the same sentence and you';, a 
to evoke some sort of lazy Lati 

kind of impression. You can {o; 
when you talk about DJ Dolore 
Hector Aragao) and his lates; 
There's something far more ore 

lively going on here. Mangue be 2 
vide the jumping point from whic), \) 
tracks go wildly off in all direct(, 
“Flying Horse” is a mad mix betwe; 
drum ‘n’ bass and surf music, but the: 
you have something more traditional 
anchored in “Cala Cala.” Here you 
the expected horns, but in the ambi 
“The Mind Inspector,” Dolores j 
duces a popping accordion. Full of sur 
prises, / Real works. 


THE EXPLORERS CLUB 
FREEDOM WIND 
DEAD OCEANS 


KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina@vuewoekly.com 
Looking at the cover of The Explor 
Club’s debut is one of the 
Instances In which an album car 
judged by its cover. The font an 
faded colours are reminiscent of ‘ho 
found in The Beach Boys’ Pet Soun 
To say that Freedom Wind « 

the type of relaxing chorus pop th 
the Beach Boys and ELO made sv 
would be beating a dead horse but 
completely true. In all likelihood, t/ 
is exactly what the Explorers Club set 
out to do. While some tracks |i\ 
You Go” are downright sleep ind 
ing, tracks like “Forever” and “Los! 
Love” remind why ‘60s and ‘7\)s | 
remain classic. The band should 
get props for choosing the most in 
vative track, appropriately ca 
“Freedom Wind,” as the album closet 


AMOS GARRETT a 
GET WAY BACK (A TRIBUTE TO PERC’ 
MAYFELD) 

STONY PLA 


MARIA KOTOVYCH / maria@vueweekly.com 
Hot, lazy summer days swatting mosqu 
toes on the porch. Lemonade. Southern 
drawis. Amos Garrett's Get Way Back del'- 
ly transports listeners’ imaginalions to U 

American Deep South. A musical tr 
to Louisiana-bom Percy Mayfield, Get 
Back showcases Garrett's versatile ba 

tone and nimble guitar-playing. “L°= 
Mind’ and “Get Way Back" allow Garr 
playful side to shine, while the bluesy 
Jug and I” and “Pretty Eyed Baby” ¢ 
flavoured with equal parts of wistful 
and hope. The tempos and mooc 
“Stranger in My Own Hometown’ ane 
“River's Invitation” are oddly upbeat, cor 
sidering that the songs are about lone 

ness and suicide, respectively. If lis 
can ignore these incongruencies, they 


te 


with the emer- 
, cute baby 


ious start to the 
jous little EP, the 


rack, “Spring Flower,” isa 
irly pre gem, an exhilarat- 
ng gospel-tinged hymn to the gener- 
us beauty of love and nature, 
ompellingly lo le. The rest 
the EP has a relaxed sprawling 
arm, remin of the Byrds’ better 
aoments, but appealingly shaggier. 
mpus fugit—I'm looking forward to 
hee more just as darling. , 
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AWFUL LLOVE YOU 


WIS KELLY / lewis@vueweekly,com 
difficult to imagine a more generic 
op-punk sound than that found on the 
first half of some of the songs on You're 


IAWIE REINHART / reinhart@vueweekly.com 
lara Yule Singh's sophomore album, 
he Great Divine, is full of relaxing 
happiness that will make you feel like 

ou're a kid again. This feeling is cap- 
ured right from beginning with the 
cover art, which looks like a children’s 
book with a picture of a little girl in a 
pink dress holding the hand of a bear. 
It doesn't stop there, though, with the 
theme extending throughout with 
Yule Singh's sweet and innocent 
vocals begging us to be in a good 
mood from start to finish. The peak of 
happiness comes on the track 
“Umbrella For Two" when she uses 
her keyboard skills to bring an upbeat 
Sound to this experimental folk jour- 
‘cy that is as relaxing as a warm 
bath. The Great Divine has the ability 
‘o put you at ease enough to sleep, 
but it won't because it’s too interest- 


Ng to sleep through. 
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The gold standard in Canada has 
changed. And platinum, too. 

At the end of last month, the Cana- 
dian Recording Industry Association 
announced changes to the sales tar- 
gets required for artists to earn gold 
and platinum records. In Canada, it 
used to be that an artist needed to sell 
100 000 combined CDs, vinyl and cas- 
settes (wow, cassettes are still listed 
by CRIA—what about eight-tracks?) 
for platinum status and 50 000 for 
gold. Those numbers have been 
chopped to 80 000 and 40 000, 
respectively. 

Of course, in a world where physi- 
cal album sales are dropping, chop- 
ping sales targets by 20 per cent can 
easily be justified. It's an acceptance 
by the business that a significant num- 
ber of customers have left the physi- 
cal-record market, and they ain't 
coming back. 

At the same time, CRIA introduced a 
new standard to make awards for ring- 
tones—if 20 000 ringtones are down- 
loaded, you get a gold ... er... cellphone? 
When you get to 40 000, you get plat- 
inum status. That's on top of the 20 000- 
for-gold and 40 000-for-platinum 
standards already set for downloads. 

Why ringtones and downloads 
aren't just combined into one cate- 
gory—as both reflect the basic act 
of purchasing a song online—is 
beyond me. 

But, three categories is a bit con- 
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WEEWERK 

Down home alt-country 

Well played, yet, kinda bugs me.. 
It's country pique-in’ 
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PERSPECTIVE 

PUBLIC TRANSIT 

Sometimes jazz makes me 

Want to punch in someone's face 
And sometimes, just stab 


IVANA SANTILLI 
TONY. 

DO RIGHT! 

Like tight rubber pants 


It's great for a while, but soon 
Rubs me the wrong way 


DA LOOK 
SHATTERED DIMENSIONS 
MURDERECORDS 
Great no wave art rock! 


engaging, unique, brash, and 
slightly annoying 


for precious metals 


fusing. Wouldn't it be more fair to find 
@ Way to combine downloads and 
physical sales into one category? | 
understand that, with physical album 
sales, customers are buying one giant 
collection of songs, whereas with 
downloads they are going a song at a 
time, so it's a bit like comparing 
apples to oranges. 

But, there is a way. At least I've 
come up with one. Rather than have 
three categories for platinum and gold 
status—physical sales, downloads 
and ringtones—here is my proposal to 
simplify the system. 

Award points for sales. For each 
album sold, give out 10 points. For 
each download, award one point to 
the album from which it came. 

That reflects that downloading a 
song is still a purchase that's worthy 
of note, but it's not nearly the same as 
buying that entire body of work. If a 
customer is willing to hike to a record 
shop to buy an album, it's worth more 
than a customer making an impulse 
buy of a single on iTunes. But, that 
iTunes buy is still worth something 

It would take 500 000 points to get 
a gold record or 1 million points to get 
a platinum platter. Those numbers are 
based on the old CRIA standards 
Basically, 100 000 albums times 10 
points equals 1 million points. And a 
platinum record. Not a ringtone. Not 
an MP3 award, 

After all, who would want a plat- 
inum ringtone award hanging on a stu- 
dio wall? w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- ara ee : ee oot Ea 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor : 
and author living in Torento. 


ENOCH KENT 

ONE MORE ROUND 
BOREALIS 

Authentic Scots folk! 


Makes me want a drink, haggis 
And then leave no tip 
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HOLWWOOD 

Sunny, cheery, like 
Lisa Loeb, but sexier 
And less myopic 
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This is one “fisting” 

\'d gladly pay for ... Uh, wait, 
Forget what | said ... 
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No, not the drugstore... 
Just sweet, soothing harmonies 


To lull you to sleep ; } 
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Arty-farty crap, 
Sort of Sting meets Coldplay meets 
Pretentious douchebag 
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CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn @vueweekly.com 


en you're out there travel- 
Wi the rocky road of life 
you inevitably happen upon 


potholes and ruts, and there’s always 
a fork up ahead, forcing decisions on 
you, Who do you turn to for naviga- 
tional advice? Your friends? Your par- 
ents? A band? 

It’s true a lot of folks tum to the lyrics 
of their favourite tunes for guidance, but 
CAKE has something much more literal 
to offer. Go to the band’s website; you'll 
find a button for advice. You may won- 
der what this quirky California band has 
to offer in the way of direction, but you 
can rest assured that this road is paved 
with earnestness. 

“Even if people don’t get their ques- 
tions answered, | think it’s valuable to 
get everything out,” explains key- 
boardist and trumpeter Vincent DiFiore. 
“If you have an issue and you write it 
down, or type it up, as it were, you tend 

“Ao get it off your back and maybe even 
answer the question yourself. We're 
not professional counsellors in any 
way, but it’s nice to know that other 
people are going through similar 
issues. Your problems seem a little 
lighter when you realize there are other 
people going through the same thing 
too." 

The band—rounded out by lead 
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ARIES (MAR 21 -APA 19) 

| hope you've been trying to bolster your 
stick-to-it-ivaness, Aries. | trust you've been 
pumping up your follow-through and super- 
charging your determination. If you haven't 
been attending to this unglamorous yet 
heroic work, play catch-up. Your final exam 
will be administered no later than May 24. 
Here's a sneak preview of some of the 
material you'll be tested on. If a teammate 
drops the ball, do you: a) quit the game; b) 
throw the ball in your teammate’s face; c) 
pick up the ball and start running in the 
direction your teammate was supposed to? 


om 
TAURUS (APH 20 - MAY 20) 
The daytime TV soap opera The Young 
and the Restless has been the most high 
ly-rated show in its time slot for more 
than a thousand consecutive weeks. First 
appearing in 1973, the show ascended to 
the top slot in 1988 and has never slipped 
since. I'm happy to announce that in 2008 
you have the potential to begin a. compa- 
rable run of success, Taurus. Whether 
you're able to cash in on that potential 
may depend on the preparations you 
make in the coming weeks 


GEIMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

“Pain is weakness leaving the body,” says 
fitness trainer Mark Duval. If that's true, you 
have gotten a lot stronger in recent weeks 
By my astrological reckoning, you've shed a 
few months’ worth of emotional distress, 

‘Deyov ve purged aifew years’ worth of frustra- 
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Gota problem? Can't find Ann 
- Landers? Ask CAKE instead 
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CAKE 


Eo | wr aren Lions 
x | FOMONTON EVENT CENTRE, $3850 


singer John McCrea, guitarist Xan 
McCurdy, bassist Gabriel Nelson and 
drummer Paulo Baldi—may not be 
filled with psychologists, but after 17 
years and six albums, it is filled with a 
group of guys who have made some 
good decisions. 

Like when CAKE’s former label 
Columbia wanted the guys to put 
together a greatest hits album, they 
said, "Uh, no.” McCrea was quoted as 
saying the thought of a greatest hits 
record reeked of desperation, and so 
CAKE left the major label and forged 
their own label to release B-Sides and 
Rarities. 

“A greatest hits, I think, is almost 


tion, and you've exorcised a couple of \ife- 
times’ worth of confused dreams. Congratu- 
lations on all the new vitality you've eared 
through your constructive losses. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

As part of the arrangement your soul 
entered into before you were born, you 
were given the mission to accomplish five 
specific miracles. Three of these you have 
not yet even guessed the nature of. Why? 
For one thing, none of your elders or teach- 
ers ever named them for you while you 
were growing up. Secondly, you have been 
overly timid about imagining what you're 
capable of. That's the bad news, Cancerian 
The good news is that you're very close to 
the mystery spot where one of those undis- 
covered dreams has been smoldering 


LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22) 

“The maxim for any love affair,” wrote 
Charles Williams, “is “Play and pray, but 
do not pray when you are playing and do 
not play when you are praying.’ We can- 
not yet manage such simultaneities.” But 
| strongly disagree with Williams, espe- 
cially in regards to your destiny in the 
coming weeks. According to my analysis 
of the astrological omens, you can and 
should play while you pray, and pray 
while you play. In fact, | recommend that 
you blend reverence and irreverence in 
every way you can imagine. Explore the 
revolutionary concept of sacred fun. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

Seems you're pushing to leam all you can 
from places and ideas you barely even 
knew existed a few months ago. Your 
experiments continue to provide such valu- 
able lessons that you'd rather not wrap 


capping up your career and saying 
that you're history now. Let’s hear 
what you've done,” DiFiore says. “We 
didn’t want that sort of statement, so 
we were thinking about putting out a 
live album, but a live album seemed a 
lot like a greatest hits also, so we 
decided we would get together all of 
the recordings that had never been 
released on an LP and offer that. And 
once those songs were all on the 
same disc, they sounded good togeth- 
ere 


FILLED WITH A number of covers and a 
couple of live versions of original 
songs, there is a certain kind of cohe- 
siveness to B-Sides. Who would have 
thought Black Sabbath’s “War Pigs” 
and Piero Umiliani’s “Mah Na Mah 
Na’—immortalized by Sesame Street 
and the Muppets—would end up on 
the same record and actually work? 
Not too surprising when you consider 
the source, though. 

While not nearly as cynical as a 
greatest hits, the act of putting togeth- 
er B-Sides did offer the band a kind of 
career retrospective, and it gave 
CAKE a chance to package tracks that 
were scattered around various studios 
and hard drives, And it opened the 
door for the next phase of the band’s 
journey. w 


them up yet. That's fine. No rush. Take 
your time. We here at the Grind will wel- 
come you back anytime you're ready. We 
completely understand if you want to stay 
out there on a limb until you're absolutely 
sure that the butterfly won't have any rea- 
son to try changing back into a caterpillar. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- OCT 22) 

“Dear Rob: I've been a Libra all my life, 
and I'm always puzzled by those who say 
that Librans have trouble making deci- 
sions. My experience of the Libra 
approach to life is that we are connois- 
seurs of completeness. We work hard to 
be considerate of other people's view- 
points. We strive to include all the appli- 
cable information in our deliberations, 
even if it's at odds with our personal per- 
spective. Now it’s true that urgency and 
speed are the cultural norms. ‘If it can’t 
happen immediately, I'm not interested in 
it’ is an approach that has infected the 
majority. In that light, Librans may seem 
wishy-washy and hesitant. But in fact, 
we're actually thoughtful and judicious. 
Please help correct the bad stereotype 
about us. —Discerning Libra.” Dear Dis- 
cerning: You make excellent points. | will 
pass them on to my Libra readers 
because it’s crucial that in the days 
ahead they avoid being misinterpreted in 
the way you described. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

A journalist visiting the home of Nobel 
Prize-winning physicist Niels Bohr was 
surprised to see a horseshoe nailed to 
the wall. “Can it be that you, of all peo- 
ple, believe a horseshoe will bring you 
good luck?” he asked. “Of course not,” 
Bohr replied, “but | understand it brings 
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you luck whether you believe it or not.” | 
suggest you adopt the physicist’s mind- 
set in the coming week, Scorpio. With- 
out dumbing down your powers of logic, 
be open to the possibility that you will 
benefit from forces that are beyond your 
imagining or unaccounted for by your 
belief system. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

In his folk song “Farewell to the Gold,” 
Nic Jones tells the story of a failed gold 
prospector. After two years of finding no 
more than a few flecks of the precious 
metal, the unlucky man is giving up his 
search. “Farewell to the gold / That never 
| found,” he sings. “Goodbye to the 
nuggets / That somewhere abound / For 
it's only when dreaming / That | see them 
gleaming / Down in the dark deep under- 
ground.” If I'm reading the omens correct- 
ly, Sagittarius, it’s time for you, too, to say 
goodbye to a quest that hasn’t panned 
out. Yes, it'll be sad. But here’s the happy 
ending: within a month of the time you 
surrender, you'll be led to a better quest 
with more chance of success. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

During your entire life, you have maybe 
never been as free as you are now from 
the need to be rescued by some saviour. 
You don’t need anyone to rescue you from 
your own dark fantasies because, at least 
for the moment, your bright fantasies 
have rendered them obsolete. You don’t 
need anyone to liberate you from oppres- 
sion or enslavement, because you are 
fully empowered to do the job yourself. 
You don't even need anyone to deliver 
you from evil, since your recent hard work 
has made evil allergic to you. 
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AQUARIUS (JAN 20 -FEB 18) 

The complexity of your current astrological 
aspects almost overwhelmed me. | couldn’ 
see how to compose a meaningful oracle 
the face of such rich and confounding 
prospects. | was stumped. Then, as my 
deadline approached, the unthinkable hap 

pened: | decided to goof off. Fleeing 

office, | wandered down to the beach 

where | strolled aimlessly and emptied my 
mind. At one point | spied a fortune cookie 
perched absurdly on top of a fence post 
The moment! broke it open and read the 
fortune inside, | knew I'd found the per‘ect 
message for you. It said, “If you have a «il 

ficult task, give it to a lazy man. He will {ind 
an easier way to do it.” 


PISCES (FEB 19-MAR 20) 

In their lust to prove there's no God, atheists 
often invoke the existence of suffering 
"What kind of deity,” one asked me, “allows 
a child in Darfur to starve to death after see 
ing soldiers kill his mommy?” While ! dor 
claim to have the authoritative answer 10 
that accusation, | think it’s worthwhile to 
consider the possibility that suffering 's @ 
gift God gives us in order to prod our evolu- 
tion. On a personal level, your longing ‘° 
escape your suffering is a primal force \ 
making you smarter. On a collective leve! 
nothing refines and ennobles us more tha’ 
our passion to keep others from suffering 
For every dead child in Darfur, 100 people '" 
other places on the planet have responde’ 
with a radical commitment to create a worl’ 
in which future Darfurs won't happen. These 
are worthy ideas for you to meditate 0° '" 
the coming weeks. You will have a temen 
dous capacity to convert your old wounds 
as well as the old wounds of others, into 
brilliant opportunities. w 
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WILD LAUNCH PARTY loyal Alberta Museum, 
Tera eae eC 
nal ae Maran and Ron We musi by 
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pel Spin chow)» $5 CPAVISIMEC 
member\/$10 (non-member/door) 4 
CANADIAN MATIVE FRIENDSHIP CENTRE 1125-101 
5: (479-1999) © Basketball, Mon (5-7pm} * Healing Circle; 
Mon Pag * Mon/Thu (?: 

Volleyball Piet eee i ie: Tue (6-8pm) * ie 
aco HipHop Clas every Thu (tom ® Cree Class: 
OT mn nm 

Harm Reduction; last Fn month (11am- 
sina omarco Redulon every ft (-Zom) ° Drop-in 
Night: Fri (6-Bpen} 
CLUB OU SOLEIL Southeast Edmonton Seniors 
pen Commun a 9350-82 St (988-4144) « 
Singles dance * 17 (8pm door, ppm-1am dance) 
. % (memibarl/$13 (guest) 
COMMUNITY ACTION DASHI Giovanni Caboto Park, 
yewwathe.ca * Action for Healthy Communities 10km 
eury5km Weallk starting at Giovanni Caboto Park © Sun, 
May 25 (Samenoon) * $15/free (child 12 and under) 


DYNAMICS OF HIV/AIDS HIV Edmonton, 300, 11456 
Jasper Ave, weew hivedmonton.com (488-5742) * Learn 
about HIV/AIDS, faarm reduction, Hepatitis C, viral replica 
tion cycle, teatment side effects, local/global issues, 
determinants of health and human rights ¢ June 12-13 © 
Free. ore-rogister by June 2 

SQMONTON HOUSING TRUST FUND Stanley A. Milner 
Ubrany Theatre, waw-EHTE.ca * An informal panel discus- 


‘rasentedby lan De Jong, with supporting 
ign norblege © Ray 16 amet 30am © 


Free: pre-regaster at 944-5693 

Septist Chureh Gymnasium, 8318-104 St (780-434-9236) 
apt 

: Fesueng fn, Bane Spt gm), Ching Bye 
er enh el 
Sinan Bye Spherion * at May 17 (2-40) ° 


FREE YOGA Athletica Kingsway securi 
Brome 771 200) All levels welcome, Tetons 
each week, mats provided * Every Sun (6-7pm) 

po peices ate od Pride or 


Cente open house fr the Intemational Day Agoinst 
pa a eine lt a Youth +f 
om ¢ tee ‘ah 
(MAGES ALBERTA CAMERA CLUB Pleasantview 
PH: tee pe NR IT 
6561) © a Loctite Ca 
workshaps, outings * 2nd and 4th Thu each month (8pm); 
Sept-Miay 

MEN Soe, Seer eae eee (750 
995-6519] © Documentary by diractor y 
May tipm) = ive Poy ees Sabon Se 
MEDITATION * Gaden Samten Ling 


57} with Tibetan tradition Lama Ani 
instruction available; free; 


Meeting with spesker St Albert Mayor, Nolan Crouse © 


Edmonton, 1320-106 Ave (913-6455) wwweunityofedmon- 
tonca * Sun, May 18 (3pm Fri, May 23 (7pm) 


‘SPRING NATURE WALK 

oe Baan Garden niles she eek 
walk alongthe Bobby Dyde Nature _Skm}, meet 
the visitor centre booth at 30pm © May 25 | ature, _ 


Me 1:30-3;30pm) * Regular admission rates, pre-regis- 
THOUGHTFUL TUESDAY Steeps Tea Lounge. 11115-82 
oe aoe Bt * Documentary 77th Hours tue, May 20 
pm 


‘TOASTMASTERS CLUBS * Chamber Toastmasters 
Club: Chamber of Commerce, 600, 9990 Jasper Ave (459- 
§206); Thu Fone MacEwan: Grant MacEwan College, 
Aim 5-238, 10700-104 Ave (633-3921); Fri (noon-Ipm) * 
Toastmasters Club: Lo i 


Ui wwaw.norators.com; Wed (7-8:45pm) * Power 
Grant Mactwen Centre for the Arts, Rm 437, 
10045-156 St (459-0542); Wed [7-Spm) * Pursuers: Best 


Western Cedar Park Inn, 5116 G: Boulevard (457- 
0808); Wed (7-9pm) * r King fim, 
Millard Health Building, 131 Airport Rd (: 474. 
1138) Thu (7-8:30am) * 


Bound: uest 
College. Rm 601, 10215-108 St (454-3720/488-4098), 
avery Wed (7-8:45pm) 


TOURETTE SYNDROME Academy of King Edward, 8525- 
101 St, North door (1-866-824-9764) * Support meetings 
for TS adults and parents of TS kids 1st Wed every 
month until June (7pm) 


WASTE: THE SOCIAL CONTEXT ‘08 Shaw Conference 
Centre (496-7316) * Infonnation conference. presented by 
the Edmonton Waste Management Centre of Excellence, 
‘on the social, environmental and economic aspects of 
‘waste management. The theme is urban issues and solu- 
tions * Until May 15 * $500/$100 (full time student); e- 
mail; ewmce@edmonton.ca 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market * Silentvigil the 1st and 3rd Sat (10- 
ao} every month, stand in silence for a world without 
violence 


QUEER LISTINGS 


AFFIRM SUNNYBROOK-RED DEER Sunnybrook United 
Church, Red Deer (403-347-6073) # Affirm welcome LGBT 
ple and their friends, family, and allies meet the 2nd 

lue (7pm) every month 


Hittite Ce ia prone (fe aes 
pen ni jpm-sam, Fri 8pm-3pm * Sun; Rotating dr 
shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Vanity Fair in The Stardust 
Lounge and GoDiva and Donnatella NEI in The GoDonna 
Show, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Mon: Amateur strip 
contest with Me FeCl. cia ht, DU ‘sal DU 
jaddy * Tue: Free toumey, 

© Wed; Hump day with DJ Sexxy Sean * 
Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri: We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid lineup, no cover before 
10pm © Sat: Undie night for men only, free poo! and tour- 
ney, DJ Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian Church of 
Edmonton, 10804-119 Street ¢ A group of older gay men 
and their admirers who have common social interests 
meet the 2nd Sun (2:30pm) of most months for a social 
period, a short meeting and a guest speaker, discussion 
Pare of a potluck supper. Special interest groups meet 
lor other social activities throughout the month, email 
Sinone 
in 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www.teamedmon- 
ton.ca * Women's Bain Recreational Badminton; Oliver 
School Gym, 10227-118 St (465-3620), Wed (6-7:30pm) * 
Bootcamp; St. Alphonsus, 11624-81 St: Mon (7-8pm): boot- 
camp@teamedmontan.ca * Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100 
3414 Gateway Blvd; Sat (opm bowling@teamedmon- 
fon.ca ® Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; runnin jedmon- 
ton.ca * SY NANT pool, 11762-106 St; Tue (8- 
sald Thu (7:30-6: eC EC AR sg ° 
folleyball: 101 Amiskiwacy Academy, Municipal Airport 
Terminal just off Kingsway; Wed recreational (8-10pm); 
recvoleybal nton.ca} Thu Intermediate; volley- 
ba geameionia a a Miata Free Lion's 
Breath Yoga; every Sun (2-3:30pm); 
Jouatateamicnon{On.ca 


hoo.ca, www. primetimerswaw.org/edmon- 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Boots, 10242-106 St(387- 
3343) © Crossdressers, transsexuals, friends andsupport- 
ers meet 2nd Thu each month 

http://groups yahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 


UWof A Campus * Campus-based organiza- 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-idenuified and queer 
{LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student, academic, sta it 
allies and support Staff * 3rd Thu every month (fall/win- 
ter ye Speakers Series. Contact Kris (kwells@ualber- 
fa.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www.edmlivingpos- 
itive.ca (1-877-975-9448/488-5768) © Providing confiden- 
tial peer support to Peore fiving with HIV # Tue (7-Spm): 
Support group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 
MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St Jean, 
Rim 3-18 (490-7392) © pou si for HIV-AIDS prevention, 
treatment and harm reduction in French, English and 
other African languages’ 3rd and 4th Sat (Sam-Spm) 
avery month * Free (mamberl/$10 (membership) * Pre- 
register 

MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB ’ 
Wwwigeoeities.com/makingwaves_edm * Recreational 
and competitive swimming with coaching, beginners 
encouraged to participate. Socializing after practices * 
Every Tue, Thu 


PFLAG Pride Centre, 9540-111 Ave * Support meeting for 
parents, families and friends of lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgendered oe © Ist Tue{7pm) every month « 
Information phone Ruby at436-1998 after Bp, or edmon- 
tonab@pflageanada.ca 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, { 
waww.pridecentreofedmonton.org (488-3234) « Open Tue- 
Fri Ipm-10pm, Sat 12-6:30pm * LGBT Seniors Drop-in 
Social time for seniors of all sien to get together with 
tea and snacks; every Thu and Tue (1~4 )* CA 
Meat every Thu (7pm) * Womonspace: Board meeting 
ist Sun every month (10:30am-12°20pm) * Youth Movie 
Night: Fri (6pm) * Suit WY ind Show Up: AA big book 


a 
oup, every Sat (12pm) * Youth Understanding 
Yoh Youth {up to 25 years) support and social group; 
every Sat (7-Spm) e-mail ica * Trans 
Education/Support Group: bee to come and be your- 
self. Support and education 


lor Transsexual, 
pe pel Intersexed, Two-Spirited and questioning 
individuals at any point in transition; 1st and 3rd Sun 
every month (24pm): www.albertatrans.org « Men 
Talking with Pride: Men’s social and discussion group 
facilitated by Rob Wells, robwells780@hotmail.com, 
every Sun a HIV Support Group; 2nd Mon every 
month (7pm) « TTIQ Alliance; support meeting, 


Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning. 
Education, and Si for Men. Women and 
Youth; 2nd Tue every month (7:30pm) © PFLAG: A support 
‘and resource group for parents and friends of GLBT indi» 
Viduals; 1st Tue every month (7pm) * Youth Theatre 
Project: Youth-led group addresses ho jobia through 
thoatre and a video project; every Wed {7pm), Email 

Elf Oncidecar tran fedmonton.org * YouthSpace: A safe 
a un drop-in for LGBTQ youth (up to 25); Tue-Sat (3- 


ROBERTSON-WESLEY UNITED CHURCH 10209-123 St 
ARSE IDET CeO * Soul OUTing: an LGBT- 
focused alternative worship * 3rd Sun every month (7pm); 
worship Sun (10:30am); people of all sexual orientations 
welcome. A LGBT monthly book club and a bi-monthly film 
nlaht. Call for more info or email jravenscroft@rwuc.org 
‘ST.PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave (436-1555) 
. le of all sexual orientations are welcome * Evory 
Sun {102m worship) 
WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave (488-6557) * Open Daily 


{poss  Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizy and Patrick * Sat-Sun 
‘ool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


EDMONTON RUSSIAN ARTS FESTIVAL St. John's 
Cultural Centre, 10611-110 Ave (240-9282) * Russian 
music, art exhibition, folk dances, souveinirs, Russian Jan- 

age CD/DVDs, traditional Russian desserts * May 25 
J -Spm) * $10 (adultl/$5 (student/senior) (door) 


FOUNDERS DAY TEA Rutherford House, 11153. 
Saskatchewan Dr (427-3995) * May 18 (12-4pm) 
HEART OF THE CITY Artery, 9525 Jasper Ave (780-758- 
9856) * Festival fundraiser, silent auction and music with 
Martin Kerr, The Revtones, and Pre/Post * Thu, May 15 (?- 
Uen © $15 (doorl/$12 (adv) at Blackbyrd, Earth's General 
fore 
HOSANNA QUILTS Hosanna Lutheran Church, 9009-163 
St * $15 (adult/senior/teen), $5 (child 8-12 yr/free (child 7 
and underl/$45 (family) ® Sat, May 17 (2-5pm) 
RELAY FOR UFE Foote Field, U of A (780-455-7181) « 
Canadian Cancer Society (CCS), 12-hour, avemight, non- 
competitive event that involves teams of ten who take 
turns walking of running around a track * May 24 


RISE AWARDS Citadel Theatre (420-1180) * A celebra- 
tion of teh achievements of immigrants in Edmonton, fea- 
turing Latin music by Bomba! and Ukrainian dance by 
Cheremosh * May 15 ® $20 at the Citadel box office 


ST. ALBERT KINSMEN RAINMAKER RODEO AND 
EXHIBITION * www,rainmaker.ab.ca * May 23 -25 


KARAOKE 


CASTLEDOWN’S PUB 16753-100 St * Tue (9pm-tam) 
with Off-Key Entertainment 

COOK COUNTY Road to Big Valley Jamboree Karaoke con: 
test every Fri until the final on June 27; 8-10pm 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castladowns Rd (472- 
7696) ® Thu (10:30pm) * Wed: Name that Tune 


ECCO PUB 9605-66 Ave * Sat (9pm-tam) 


GAS PUMP 10166-114 St (488-4841) ¢ Tue/Wed (Spm- 
1:30am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
HAWKEYES TOO 10044-102 St (421-9898) » Fri, Sar 
(Bpm-midnight): Hot Karaoke Productions 
HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St (452-1168) * Fri: Karaoke 
with Krista, Liquid Entertainment 

PUB 12402-118 Ave (451-1390) * Thu, host 


INGLEWOOD 
BS Gordo; Fri/Sat: hosted by Jolly Greg Giant (9:30pm- 
ain) 


JASPER PLACE HOTEL 15326 Stony Plain Rd (489-1906) 
® Mon (S9pm-lam): Karaoke 

KNIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Ave, 105 St (461-0587) « 
Fri/Sat (10pm-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Show 
LAMONT HOTEL + Last Fri every month (10pm-2am): with 
ProSound Productions 

LIONSHEAD PUB Coast Terrace Inn, 4440 Gateway Blvd 
(431-5915) © Sun (8pm): With Evolution Entertainmant 


MO0JO'S Best Westem Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan ($98: 
7888) © Fri (9:30pm): with Sonia/Prosound Productions 


MONA LISA'S PUB 9606-118 Ave (477-7752) « Thu, Fri. 
Sat: sound and songs with great hosts 


NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave (490-1999) * Thu 
NEW WEST HOTEL 15025-1117 Ave * Sun (3-7pm) 


WIKITA'S 10162-1004 St (414-0606) * Tuo, Thu (7pm 
VZam); with Shelley 


oO ot pee IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ava (465-4834) « Thu 
(8pm). Terra with Mr, Entertainment 


ON THE ROCKS 11740 Jasper Ave (482-4767) * Mon 
penal with Wil Clark and Mr, Entertainment Wed 
(9:30pm) Name That Tune * Thu (9pm): Salsa Rocks with 
Cuban salsa DJ 


ORLANDO'S 1 15163-)21 St (457-1649) * Wed, Thu, Sun 
(8:30pm.2am): with TLC Entertainment 


OVERDRIVE NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 6401-104 St (988 
5457) * Sat (Spm): hosted by Jenny Jay 

ROCK PUB AND GRILL 570 St Albert Tr, St Albert (458: 
5571) * Karaoke Tue (9pm-iam), TLC Entertainment 


ROSARIOS 1715-108 Ave (447-4727) * Longest running 
Karaoke bar, 7 days a week 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL * Downtown, 1004-101 St 
(473-3499) « Mon-Sat (9pm); Sun (7pm), with Ruth * 
Highstreet, 10315-124 St (482-1800), daily (9:30pm) * Old 
Strathcona, 10475-80 Ave (438-7211), Thu-Sat ( sa 
1:30am) © 99 St, 63 Ave; Thu-Sat (9pm-1am): with Off-Key 
Entertainment 

ST. MICHAEL HOTEL © ist Fri each month (Spm-1am): 
with ProSound Productions 

SHERLOCK HOLMES 1650 WEM * Karaoke Industry 
Night Sui : Terra with Mr. Entertainment; Spm-2am * 
Rock Band Terra with Mr. Entertainment, play for 
fun, all skill levels; 8pm start 

SILVER MARTINI 1069-156 St * Every 2nd Sat (9pm- 
Tam). with ProSound 


THORSBY HOTEL « Sat (9:30pm-1 30am): with ProSound 
Productions 


X-WRECKS LOUNGE 9303-50 St * Wed (7:20-11:30pm): 
with Sonia/Prosound 

YESTERDAY'S 112-205 Camegie Dr, St. Albert (459-0295) 
© Thu (930pm-Zam): with Off-Key Entertainment 
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A few weeks ago | found myself alone in 
my boyfriend's bed. Usually | wake up 
before he does or we wake up around the 
same time, so to find him not laying beside 
me was strange. | looked over at the time 
and it was only 5:34 am. It’s not like him to 
get up that early. 

4, | got up to look for him. We usually sleep 
at my place so | carefully went about his 
house scared | would bump into something 
or wake up his brother. He wasn't taking a 
shower, he wasn't in the living room reading, 
and he wasn't in the kitchen making break- 
fast. Finally | found him asleep on the small 
couch in his spare room. He was scrunched 
up and looked uncomfortable. | started to 
think | must have done something to make 
him leave the comfort of his own bed. Had | 
been snoring louder than usual? Talking in 
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IF YOU WANT TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD IN 
VUE WEEKLY, PLEASE PHONE 426-1996. 
DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION 


DATING 


Eight Minute Date- Speed Dating for Singles: Wed 


May 28 at The Gallery Bar Agas: 18-27, 28-40 & 44- 
56. Register by calling 457-8535 or on line at 
Www.eightminutedate.ca 


EDUCATIONAL 


On-Camera aa Intensive 
Calgary June 9-20, limited seats 
Www.vadastudios.com 


ia HELP WANTED 


Edmonton's newest live music vanue looking for all 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 
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my sleep? Hogging the covers? Kicking? Dry 
humping? Farting? Suddenly | became really 
embarrassed by my own humanness and the 
fact that that | could have done something 
that caused him to get up and leave. | 
watched his chest rise and fall and felt very 
insecure about myself in the face of what | 
saw as all his perfectness. 

As | walked back to bed | began think- 
ing about how truly intimate sleeping with 
someone is, even more so than sex. With 
sex most of the time both people are under 
the umbrella of the moment and, be it lust 
or love, a lot of blind eyes are cast. But by 
sleeping with someone you are putting 
yourself in a situation where you are 
unconsciously being yourself. No postures 
to hide behind. You are vulnerable. 

This thought frightened me as | began to 
doze back off to sleep. Was there something 
about me that my boyfriend discovered 
while | was sleeping that made him recon- 
sider our relationship? It brought up the fear 
| have of being seen as a fraud-—like at any 


CLASSIFIEDS 


positions: door to bar manager. Exp. prefered. Email 
fesumes to; derekpraught@shaw.ca 


Looking for fun, outgoing, challange driven to work 
for a great boss in a fun, competitive work environ: 
ment this summer. Make $14-$25 per hour and get 

paid what you're worth. Full time! We paint houses, 

businesses and everything in between. Email nkawul- 
ka@gmail.com 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off Your resume to 
10536 124 Streat 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0571 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We train you to teach, 1000's of jobs around the world. 
Next in-class or ONLINE He correspondence. Jobis quar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1-888-270-2941 


ORINK COFFEE, TALK ON THE PHONE, 


MAKE 


MONEY! 


Fi Apr 2 Jung 12:08 


| have AKC Registered English bulldog puppies for 
sale. They are so sweet, playfull and good with other 
pets you will not want to let har go. If you are intar- 


ested you can pls Email me @ 
lisa_copper001@yahoo.com 


/_~ ef fore a | 


moment someone iS going to discover that | 
am not the very thing they liked about me. 
This very easily led me to consider any and 
all of my failings and wonder how | got a 
boyfriend in the first place, as well as to 
question why he stays with me. | fell asleep 
very sure that this was the beginning of the 
end of our relationship. It took everything 
inside of me to stay in the bed and not 
sneak out. | was overreacting, but | was 
tired and it was bringing up bigger issues. 


THE NEXT THING | remember was my 
boyfriend crawling back into bed. 
Although | was awake | didn’t let him 
know right away. | was nervous about 
what he might say. Was he going to tell 
me how gross | was or how bad | 
smelled? Was he going to say maybe we 
shouldn't sleep together anymore or cre- 
ate some “ground rules” that we would 
now have to follow? Was he going to 
suggest we take a “break?” Nope-— 
instead the first words out of his mouth 


FRAMING 


MOVIE POSTER SHOL 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
6126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408. 


MUSICAL EQUIPMENT 


TOA PA. 300 watt, 6 channel E.0., Reverb, Comp. c/w 
3 way ported 15” Yamaha Cabinets suitable for 
garage bands, community halls, DJs. $1200 963-4984 


Upright piano suitable for conversion to bar, CD rack, 
ish tank. Requires extensive work. $300 963-4984 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


Drum teacher with 
studio seeks students for private lessons 
Call Jared at 719-5077 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program. 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREESPREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE. Ads 


_ more than 20 words are subject to regular pries-or cruel 


editing. Free ads will run for four weeks, if you want to 
renew or cancel please phone Glenys at 780-426- 
1996/fax 426-2889/e-m glenys@vueweekly.com or drop 
it off. Deadline is noon the Tue before publication. 
Placement will depend upon available space 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Looking for director for Fringe play (drama), norton- 
mah@hotmail.com 


Musical Director wanted for Musical Comedy for 
Edmonton Fringe, produced by Maggots Ine, Contact 
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were, “I missed you.” 

What? | was relieved and confused. 
“Why did you get up?” | asked. 

“| was coughing so much | thought | 
might wake you up” he said. 

| smiled, “| missed you too.” 

| had made a mountain out of a mole- 
hill. | told him everything that ran through 
my head and we talked about it. | wasn’t 
perfect, he wasn't perfect and theré we 
were going through it together. 


| share this story because in a way! . 


think it illustrates how important it is for 
one to be comfortable in their own skin 
not only in terms of maintaining a rela- 
tionship but also in how they are as citi- 
zens. How we interact with each other is 
Not that different with how we interact 
with a city, it is all relationships. 

| have been thinking a lot lately about 
why | stay in Edmonton. Just last week | 
was in Montréal and | was moved by see- 
ing homos of different ages, sizes, 
colours and combinations living as gay as 


Chris at 906-9239 or email at chris3rivera @yahoo.com 


Photographer seeks interesting, strong, photogenic 
faces. Sitter will be repaid with free photographs. 
Gerry contact@gerryyaum.com, www.gerryyaum.com 


Harcourt House Arts Centre: Call for Submissions for 


Artist in Residence Program. Submission deadline: 
May 31 Residency begins Nov. 1, 2008 


The Alberta Society of Artists with the Edmonton 


Public Library is presenting a free public lecture with 
Eileen Raucher-Sutton on 2B, eu at the 
Stanley A. Milner Theatre, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq 


Call To Enter for The Works Art & Design Festival 1st 


Annual Chalk Art Contest. Jume 28-29, Sir Winston 
Churchill Sq, reg forms at www.theworks,ab.ca. Mail 
fegistration forms to: Suite 200, 10225-100 Ave 
Edmonton, AB, T5J OA1. Deadline: May 15, 5pm 


Call To Enter: The Works Art & Design “Smaller Than a 


Bread Box Exhibit” 3x3x6. All entries will be exhibited 
during The Works Festival June 20-July 2. Applications 
at www.theworks.ab.ca; Deadline: May 15 


MUSICIANS 


Mature basso seeks pianist for pleasure, recording 


and poss gigs. Contact Darrelbeardeer@yahoo.ca 


Edmt based prof band seeks prof lead guitar player, 


back-up vocals an asset. No use of drugs or alchohol, 
See www,julyrocks.com for info, audition (May 24) Ph 
Shane 203-7638, Rolland 903-8756 


Looking for drummer for oe indie rock project. 


Must be open minded. Ph Chuck at 235-0822 


Pro-level bass player wanted for original/covers rock 


trio. Back-up vocals aver 25 under 45. Please be seri- 
ous and professional. 860-8277 


Buskers wanted Aug, 2 outdoor family event in Stony 


Plain. Must register. Spe hy Te ene ae 
445-9114 Seeking lively, friendly entertainers 


Drummer wanted for 
3-piece indie rock band 
all Jake 235-0821 


Drummer/bass player wanted, infl: Black Label Society, 


Overkill, Exodus, Anthrax. Suicidal Tendencies, Must 
have wheels and no BS! Bleed Black Label Society, call 
Critter, 660-6923 


Print your ad here... 


Get into bed with Edmonton, even with all its farts and snoring 


they want to be—and yet there y,. 
nothing inside of me that wanted to Ba 
my bags and move away from Edmontoy, 
For all its farting, snoring and hogging | 
love Edmonton. It is my home and While a 
is not perfect | know that as a citizen | have 
an opportunity to contribute and make ; 
better. As much as people are producis o; 5 
city, a city is a product of its people Just 
like a relationship with a person, making ; 
better city takes work. It takes declay;,,, 
your needs and working with others to go: 
those needs met. Sometimes it doesn’: 
work out and you have to break up or move 
away but always if you have tried and py 
yourself on the line you learn something 
about yourself along the way. ; 
This summer | will be travelling to Toron 
to, New York and Mexico City for various 
gay jobs, and for the first time in my adult 
life | won't be going with one foot ready (q 
leave Edmonton forever but instead with 3 
mind open to see what qualities those 
cities have that | can bring to Edmonton. y 


ring 


VOLUNTEER 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 
Senior reoreation/activity centre needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly aftemoon parties 
Weekday message Karen 780-468-1985 seesa.ca 


Plant a garden row for Meals on Wheels 
Looking for help with fresh produce during the sum- 
mer. Drop off produce 11111-103 Ave, 8am-3pm 
weekdays; www.mealsonwheelsedmonton.org 
The Works Art & Design Festival wants volunteers 
June 20-July 2. For info contact Volunteer 
Coordinator Caitlynn Cummings at 780-426-2122 ext 
230 or volunteer2@theworks.ab.ca 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants in a 
variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 

424-3545, ext 249 
Volunteers Needed! to assist new immigrants on first 
time shopping trip for essentials. 2-3 hrs. occas 
weekdays. Call Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Volunteers Needed! to help adult immigrants learn 
English. Shifts day/ eve., days/wknds, 3-4hrs/wk. No 
exp. req., various focetion Call Judy 424-3545. ext 


Volunteers Needed! to help neweomer Somali chil- 
dren with homework. 2 Eves/wk. Northside location 
Call Judy 424-3545. ext 249 


Volunteers Needed to help new immigrants to Canada 
learn about Canadian customs and culture. Tues and 
Thurs June to August.Call Judy 424-3545. ext 249 
Healthy volunteers required for research studies with 
the Brain Neurobiology Research Program at UofA. 
Call 407-3775 or 407-3221. Reimbursement will be 
provided 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A 's 
seeking mayor depression sufferers who are interest 
ed in participating in a research study. Call 407-290 


Committee looking for help with helping inner city 
music and arts festival. Have fun and gain great expe 
rience! Website hotemf.com. Please call 758-9856 for 

more info 


VOLUNTEER 


saitast-in-bed on their ac day, it 
or dad shuld try to spice things up an 

to icoble! Booty Parlor offers 
ams to add some fun to Mother's Day 
shat mom and dad can enjoy, together 

The press release went on, predictably, 
tp hawk a number of chocolate-like items 
tended to be smeared on bodies (in bed, 
mind you) and removed in some fashion 
other than rigorous showering, heavily- 


me count the ways. 


ton International Baseball Foundation is 
Bhs to assist in the hosting of the 
\BAF World. Junior AAA Baseball Championship (July 
-Aug. 3). Call the ae peer Office at 498- 


eee 
Join in the hottest new trend of personal history. 
Unique volunteer 0) unity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec- 
tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders. 
interviews have been conducted, we now need a 
one to assist with transcription, storywriting, and/or 
Jayout and design. 454-4747 ext 4 for info 


ee 
The Foundation for Families in Transformation Board 
Members Recruiting / Infoline: 448-1180. Seeking 
nands-on board members (3 year term) to assist in 
establishing our future directions in helping 


es, 


ore thumb that deserved everything it go 

“Dad should ..." Sez who? And who, we 
may ask, is “dad,” and what is he doing in 
that sentence? Either he’s your dad, who 
has no place in this scenario, or he’s your 
children’s dad, a role that exists mostly in 
relation to the people he is dad to. This is 
not confusing. Imagine a bath a male par- 
ent takes with the children, now think 
about a bath a male partner takes with 
you. Who is your daddy? 

While we're counting, whose idea of 
sexy is this anyway? It's not even that it's 
meant to appeal to a clumsily imagined 
male sense of what a clumsy male thinks 
women think is sexy (that really did make 
sense, | promise, go back and reread if you 
don't believe me)—it's that it's nobody's 


families/individuals with challenging life transitions 


Volunteer for the AGA and meet other art enthusi- 
asts, get a free membership after 30 hrs of volunteer 
work, get invitations to events and movies. For info 
contact Priscilla peat at 422-6223 or pwagar@art- 
galleryalberta.com 


S.CARS. 
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
There is a suitable home for all 
homeless animals, young or old! 
Scarscare.org 


The Support Network: Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www.thesup- 
portnetwork.com or call 732-6648 


Meals on Wheels, volunteer kitchen help and drivers 
needed, weekdays 10am-1pm. Call 429-2020. 


Volunteers are needed for a U of A research study on 
the experiences of people who have been victimized 


by identity theft (18+ yrs). Contact Dr. Jessica Van 
Vliet at 780-492-5894, E: |DTheftStudy@ualberta.ca 


ElderCare provides day programs for seniors. 
Volunteers are needed to help with daily activities 
such as crafts, card Ara and socializing. Please call 

747 Ext. 4 


Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. Bingo volun- 
teers are needed to help raise funds for program 


ADULT 


Prestige Massage 
Ask for daily special Monday to 
Thursday 
10 am to 4:30pm. Two new Girls. 
440-3642 


10143 - Whyte Ave 
(82 Avenue) 


We will fulfill ali your Dreams & Desires! 


(780) 434-0905 


Open 10am - Iipm 7 days a week 


idea of sexy in particular. It is, as a friend 
put it, “The sex-related equivalent of the 
‘festive hot chocolate assortment’ you give 
your coworkers at Christmas.” 

Do mothers even want sex or “sexiness” 
for Mother's Day? Some would, sure. Many 
would welcome a reminder that their 
beloved spouse still thinks she’s attractive. 
Fewer would welcome an additional duty 
(“being sexy”) thrust upon them on what 
promised to be a day off. And yes, | do 
know how that sounds. As much as | may 
hate the popular idea of the “mom” doing 
pretty much anything to get out of having 
to have sex with hubby, that’s exactly the 
sitcom-ish image this thing gives me. 
Exhausted, vaguely shrewish, newish mom; 
horny, sulky husband resorting to ham- 
handed hinting. “Oh, God,” she thinks, 
“Chocolate sex paint and satin undies on a 
stick. Christ, maybe if | blow him he'll go 
away and let me sleep late.” 

Although this ugly picture contains the 
usual stereotype’s tiny ring of truth, we don’t 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


Chinese baby kit 21 Petite and open minded. In 
call (downtown) and out call welcome. 965-0997 
Sam-late 


Jackie James-Discrete and upscale 
Attractive petite brunette, MILF Sft - 90 Ibs 
Mature gentlemen only, edmt southside 
Ph 780-887-4989 


Misty . . Desirable redhead, mature, petite 
model Offers passion, spanking, fantasies or 


Greek. 442-3039 
$52911847-001/053816197-002 


ASIAN TOUCH MASSAGE 
100% GFE, best service in town 


Www. freewebs.com/asiantouch 
695-3623 


Gothic Angel, 26 
Oultcalls only, flat rates quoted 
Independent escort 


Uc # 75505846-001 


Independent Monique, 32 
Beautiful, amazing body, very busty 
Noon-8pm, 413-0294 


MISTRESS MORGANNA 15+ Yrs. exp. elaborate 
playroom, spanking, ati CBT, sissy strap on, 
490-5299 www.wickedleatherdomina.com 


FLAT RATE FUN 
24/7 call before 3am 
www flatratefun.com 
(780) 932-4739 lic#64748946 


. ogys ahuppy ending 


www. EurossageOnWhyte.com 


Beautiful Ladies - Jacuxxi - Movie Room 
Fireplace - ATM - Cash Only 


Free Parking at Rear 
Selectively Hiring 


RLASSIREIS 


need to be doing anything to promulgate it. 
PARENTS IN THIS CULTURE hardly need 


any encouragement to see their roles 
thus, and | certainly don’t intend to pro- 
mote this vision of connubial unbliss as 
either inevitable or permanent. | am all 
for sexy marriage. | even had sympathy 
for author Ayelet Waldman when she got 
into that ridiculous brouhaha all over the 
media a few years ago when she meant 
to say that grown-up love and lust, not 
children, are the heart of a marriage but 
ended up sticking her foot down her 
throat and gacking up something about 
how she loves her husband so much 
she'd throw one of her children in front of 
a bullet for him. | didn’t say | agreed with 
her, mind, but | did think it was about 
time somebody spoke up for the hot bond 
which pre-existed the children and, one 
hopes, will burn on long after the children 
are out on their own. Just not on Moth- 
er's Day. | think Mother's Day is a bit silly 


¥ 


e all agree to Keep dad's unit out of Mother's Day? 


myself, but | do think that if you're going 
to celebrate it it ought to have more todo 
with the family unit and less to do et 
dad's. After the family stuff a lovely 
evening out and copious oral sex, why 
not? But no springing “sexy” surprises, 
and no sticky body paint. Ever, really. 

| asked a number of female friends 
how they'd like a bunch of sex stuff 
(assuming nicer sex stuff than this) for 
Mother's Day and only one thought she 
might. She retracted it, though, when | 
wrote: “It’s really just a come-on for a 
blowjob by someone who feels he hasqt 
been getting enough of those.” “I pic- 
tured the body paint on the woman!" 
gasped my correspondent. 

Was she right? Was | too cynical? And 
is it too much to ask that a man who 
wishes for more blowjobs say something 
or do something rather than buy some- 
thing? Nobody loves a gift-basket or a tap 
on the shoulder, and this is both 
LOVE. ANDREA 
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bestipickupllines 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 


Try Cruden Tet for free. Tart “xtra” to SPREE + weirworuicaline.ca 


Graje Vine. 
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NO MORE LONELY 


NIGHTS 


(Just pick up the phoné; 
Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial for MEN: 
702.2223 
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